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IMPORTANT DATES

January 10 Due date for annual falconry and raptor propagation reports.
Date to request permit renewal (unless otherwise specified). Requests for renewal must
be submitted at least 20 days prior to expiration of the current permit.

January 31 Date falconry and raptor propagation permits expire.
May 26 — August 5 Period when eyases may be taken.

August 15— November 30 Period when passage birds, adult American kestrels and adult great horned owls may be
taken.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

Taking Raptors Report to the regional falconry representative and nearest department office in the
intended area of take prior to and within 5 days after taking a raptor from the wild. You
must also report to both the ADF& G Permits Section and the USFWS (Form 3-186A)
within 5 days of taking araptor. Additional reporting requirements apply for peregrine
falcons.

Markers Upon taking a peregrine falcon or gyrfalcon, a USFWS marker (black band) must be
attached; a department marker (red band) must be placed on any other raptor originating
from the wild and possessed in Alaska.

Release/L osg/Death of Notify the regional falconry representative prior to the intentional release of any raptor.

Raptors Notify the ADF& G Permits Section and the USFWS (Form 3-186A) of the loss, escape,
release, or death of any raptor within 5 days of such occurrence. Deliver the marker
from a dead or released raptor to the regional falconry representative within 15 days of
death or release.

Import/Export Prior written approval from the ADF& G Permits Section is required before any raptors
may be imported into or permanently exported from Alaska.

A person with a current permit for falconry from another state or province may import
raptors and use them for falconry for up to 30 days under the terms of a temporary
import permit issued by the ADF& G Permits Section.

Raptors imported into Alaska must be accompanied by a health certificate issued within
30 days prior to the date of importation. A "health certificate" means a legible
certification issued by an accredited veterinarian of the state of origin or the Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (APHIS-USDA)
and executed on an official form of the state of origin or of the APHIS-USDA. Consult
the State Veterinarian (Department of Environmental Conservation) or ADF& G Permits
Section for current disease testing requirements before applying for an import permit.

For raptors traveling through Canada or to or from aforeign country, please contact the

U.S. Customs Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to obtain information,
appropriate declaration forms, and export/import permits or licenses.

Cover illustration courtesy of William R. Tilton
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Purpose

Falconry is the sport of pursuing, capturing, or killing game using a trained raptor. Falconry is a
lawful hunting method when practiced in compliance with state and federal regulations under the
terms of a permit issued jointly by the Commissioner of Fish and Game and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS). There are eleven species of raptors authorized for falconry in
Alaska: sharp-shinned hawk (Accipiter striatus), northern goshawk (Accipiter gentilis), red-
tailed or Harlan's hawk (Buteo jamaicensis), golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos), American kestrel
(Falco sparverius), merlin (Falco columbarius), gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus), American
peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus anatum), arctic peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus tundrius),
Peale' s peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus pealei), great horned owl (Bubo virginianus), and
hybrids of these species produced by a raptor breeder. Alaska regulations require that anyone
taking, holding, or possessing one or more of these raptor species for falconry must first obtain a
falconry permit.

State falconry regulations were adopted by the Alaska Board of Game to assist in the
management of raptor populations and to maintain standards for the care of birds legally held for
falconry purposes. This manual includes regulations that pertain to the taking, holding and
possession of raptors for falconry and issuance of falconry permits. Whether you are a novice
falconer or an experienced falconer who is new to Alaska, the application and reporting
procedures may seem complex and are summarized for your convenience below. More detailed
information is contained in the Standards section of this manual and is not repeated here; please
refer to the Standards section before conducting your falconry activities. Statewide provisions
for issuing falconry permits and promulgating regulations are contained in 5 AAC 92.037 and
AS 16.05.255. Federal regulations on falconry can be found in the Code of Federal Regulations,
Title 50, Part 21 (50 CFR 821.28 and §21.29).

Falconry Permits

A falconry permit, when accompanied by a current Alaska hunting license, authorizes you to
hunt game with your falcon in compliance with applicable seasons, bag limits, and other
provisions of law. You are responsible for the actions of your raptor while it is hunting. If your
bird takes game illegally, you must leave the dead game where it lies, athough your raptor may
feed on the game before leaving the kill site.

Falconry permits are valid from the date issued through January 31 of the third calendar year
following the year of issue (e.g., a permit issued on February 4, 2008 expires on January 31,
2011), unless a shorter period is prescribed on the permit. Not later than January 10 of each
calendar year, a permittee must submit an annual report (Appendix B) to the ADF&G Permit
Section.

Raptors legally possessed under an Alaska falconry permit may not be bred in captivity and birds
taken from the wild under authority of a falconry permit may not be sold or bartered. Temporary
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transfer of raptors between falconers requires proper notification of state and federal authorities.
A permit from the ADF&G Permit Section is required to import a raptor into or permanently
export a raptor from the state of Alaska. All raptors imported into Alaska must be accompanied
by a health certificate and meet disease testing requirements as specified by the state
veterinarian. Y ou may not permanently export a raptor taken from the wild in Alaska unless you
have legally possessed the bird in the state for at least one year.

There are three classes of falconry permits issued depending on your experience: apprentice
(new falconers); genera (at least two years experience as a practicing falconer); and master (at
least five years experience as a practicing falconer). You must have a bird in possession to be
considered a practicing falconer. The table below summarizes the permit conditions for each
class of falconer:

Permit Condition Apprentice General Master
Max no. of falconry birds in possession 1 2 3
Max no. of birds (including replacements) that
may be obtained from all sources during any 2 2 No limit
12-month period
Max no. of birds that may be taken from the 2 5 2
wild during any 12-month period
All except
eagles (but only
falconers with
American kestrel more than 2 yrs.
. : northern goshawk | experience at
Authorized species rec-taled hawk | the general Al
Harlan's hawk classlevel may
take a peregrine
falcon from the
wild)
Possession of hybrids allowed? No Yes Yes

Application Procedures

If you have never held a falconry permit in Alaska before, the basic application procedures are
the same whether you are a new (apprentice) falconer or transferring a permit from another state.
To apply, you must: (1) pass the Alaska falconry exam; (2) have your raptor facilities and
equipment inspected and approved by ADF&G; and (3) submit an application form to the
ADF&G Permit Section (new falconers must also include the application fee). Permits may be
renewed by checking the renewal box on the annual report form and paying the application fee.
Please contact the ADF&G Permits Section or USFWS for the current fee schedule. The
application fee may be submitted with the application or mailed directly to the USFWS. Please
make checks or money orders (no cash) payable to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.
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If you are transferring a permit from another state, you must submit photocopies of your current
falconry permit, along with copies of your annual reports to document the requisite years of
experience at the class level for which you are applying.

To be eligible for an apprentice class permit, you must be at least 14 years of age and be
sponsored by a general or master class falconer (a falconer may not sponsor more than three
apprentices at one time). Y our sponsor will provide help and guidance to get started, but you
should expect to invest considerable amounts of time on your own learning about raptors and
falconry by reading and observing raptors in the wild. If you do not know any falconers who can
serve as a sponsor, contact your regional falconry representative for recommendations or alist of
active falconers in your area. You may have to travel long distances to meet with your sponsor.
This requirement will not be waived under any circumstances, even if there are no falconers
nearby who are willing and qualified to serve as your sponsor.

Falconry Examination

All new (apprentice) falconers and falconers who are transferring a permit from another state
must take the Alaska falconry examination. Thisis to ensure that you are familiar with Alaska's
falconry regulations and standards and are knowledgeable about caring for raptors in extreme
climate conditions. The falconry examination is designed to test your knowledge of raptor
identification, natural history of Alaska raptors, care of raptors in captivity, and Alaska falconry
rules and regulations. The test will take a maximum of two hours, and it will be a supervised,
closed book examination. You are required to answer correctly at least 80 percent of the
guestions to pass the test. A person who fails the examination may retake it after waiting at least
30 days, but an applicant may not take the examination more than twice during any six-month
period. When you are ready to take the test, contact your regiona falconry representative to
make the necessary arrangements.

To prepare for the examination, study the falconry standards included in this manual carefully.
Y ou must have a thorough understanding of Alaska falconry regulations and standards. Become
familiar with the natural history, care, and training of raptors and the art of falconry. Be sure you
know how to care properly for raptors in extreme cold and/or wet conditions. References
available at libraries or bookstores will acquaint you with caring for a raptor and explain how to
train a bird for falconry. Suggested references on falconry and the natural history of raptors are
listed below.

Falconry:

Beebe, F. L. and H. M. Webster. 1994. North American Falconry and Hunting Hawks, 7"
edition. North American Falconry and Hunting Hawks, Denver, Colorado.

Beebe, F. L. 1984. A Falconry Manual. Hancock House, Surrey, British Columbia.

Evans, H. 1960. Falconry for You. John Gifford, Ltd., London.
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Ford, E. 1992. Falconry: Art and Practice. Batsford, London.

Glasier, P. 1978. Falconry and Hawking. Batsford, L.ondon.

Haak, B. A. 1992. The Hunting Falcon. Hancock House, Surrey, British Columbia.
Mavrogordato, J. G. 1960. A Hawk for the Bush. H. F. & G. Witherby, Ltd., London.
Mavrogordato, J. G. 1966. A Falcon in the Field. Knightly Vernon, Ltd., London.
Mitchell, E. B. 1960. The Art and Practice of Hawking. C.T. Branford Co., Boston.

Oakes, W. C. 1994. The Falconer’s Apprentice: A Guide to Training the Passage Red-tailed
Hawk. Eaglewing Publishing, Roy, Utah.

Parry-Jones, J. 1994. Training Birds of Prey. David and Charles, Devon.

Peeters, H. J. and E. W. Jameson, Jr. 1970. American Hawking: A General Account of
Falconry in the New World. Privately published, Oakside, Davis, California.

Turner, R. and A. Haslen. 1991. Gamehawk: Field and Moor. Gallery Press, Lavenham, UK.
Upton, R. 1991. Falconry: Principles and Practice. A. & C. Black, London.

Woodford, M. H. 1977. A Manual of Falconry, 3rd Edition. Adam and Charles Black,
London.

Natural History of Raptors:

Brown, L. 1977. Birds of Prey: Their Biology and Ecology. A. & W. Publishers, New Y ork.

Clark, W. S. and B. K. Wheedler. 1987. A Field Guide to Hawks: North America. Houghton
Mifflin Co., Boston.

Cornell Lab of Ornithology and American Ornithologist's Union. The Birds of North
America Online. 26 June 2008. < http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna>.

Dunne, P. and D. Sibley. 1988. Hawks in Flight. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston.

Ferguson-Lee, J. and D. A. Christie. 2001. Raptors of the World. Houghton Mifflin Co.,
Boston.

Fox, Nicholas. 1995. Understanding the Bird of Prey. Hancock House Publishers, Blaine,
Washington.
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Johnsgard, P. A. 1990. Hawks, Eagles,and Falcons of North America: Biology and Natural
History. Smithsonian Institution Press, Washington DC.

Newton, I. N. 1979. Population Ecology of Raptors. Buteo Books, Vermillion, South Dakota.

Pamer, R. S. 1962. A Handbook of North American Birds. Yae University Press, New
Haven, Connecticut.

Peterson, R. T. 1990. Western Birds. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston.

Poole, A. and F. Gill, eds. 1992-2001. The Birds of North America. American Ornithologists
Union, Washington, DC and Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadel phia.

Weidensaul, S. 2000. The Raptor Almanac: A Comprehensive Guide to Eagles, Hawks,
Falcons, and Vultures. Lyons Press, Guilford, Conn.

Wheeler, B. K. and W. S. Clark. 1999. A Photographic Guide to North American Raptors.
Academic Press, San Diego.

Facilitiesand Equipment

You are required to provide adequate facilities for holding a raptor in captivity. You are also
required to possess proper equipment for practicing falconry before a permit will be issued. Y our
facilities and equipment must meet the federal standards set forth in 50 CFR 821.29; these
standards are summarized for your convenience below. You should contact your regional
falconry representative to make arrangements to have your raptor housing facilities and
equipment inspected and approved before submitting your application.

The department has not established specifications for hawk houses or mews. Specifications are
readily available in reliable falconry texts if a falconer wishes to construct such facilities.
Raptors can be retained in captivity and properly cared for without recourse to construction of
mews. Some falconers house their birds in the home or garage and utilize the backyard to meet
the needs of their raptors. Consequently, this manual provides only a general description as to
what constitutes adequate or inadequate facilities, leaving final judgment to those who conduct
the inspection.

If mews are constructed for untethered raptors, the following general specifications should
apply:

L oft, house, pen or enclosure size:
Large.....coooeveeeeeeeee e 8x8x7

(American kestrel, merlin, sharp-shinned hawk)
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Mews shall have at least one window protected on the inside by vertical bars (dowels, tubing,
etc.), spaced narrower than the width of the bird’s body. Chicken wire or hardware cloth is
unacceptable for covering windows. The door must be secure and easily closed. Artificial
(plastic) grass (such as Astroturf®) is recommended for the perching surface of blocks used for
falcons; uncovered blocks are not recommended. Straw or sawdust/wood chips are not suitable
for floors of mews due to the potential for harboring aspergillosis or other pathogens. Artificial
(plastic) grassis easily cleaned and has proven to be good floor covering for mews.

Tethered raptors should be provided with a padded perch. When placed out-of-doors, raptors
should be protected from cats, dogs, and wild predators, excessive exposure to wind, rain, snow
or sun, and provided with water for drinking and bathing.

Poor physical condition of raptors (e.g., excessive broken tail and wing feathers, damage to cere
and head, dirty appearance) is a sign/symptom of inadequate care. Examples of inadequate
housing are:

bird cage of the pet store variety;

housing constructed of chicken wire, hardware cloth, or with exposed, sharp obstructions;
housing with exposure to the elements; or

unsanitary housing such as unclean chicken houses or pigeon | ofts.

An applicant must possess the following falconry equipment before a permit will be issued:

1. Jesses, leashes, and swivels—At least 1 pair of Aylmeri or similar type jesses constructed
of pliable, high-quality leather or suitable synthetic material must be used when any
raptor is flown free. Traditional 1-piece jesses may be used on raptors when they are not
being flown. At least 1 flexible and weather-resistant leash and 1 strong swivel of
acceptable falconry design (e.g., Sampo or falconry swivel).

2. Bath container—For each raptor, at least 1 container suitable for drinking and bathing, 2
to 6 inches deep and wider than the length of the raptor.

3. Weighing device—A reliable scale or balance suitable for weighing the raptor(s) and
graduated into increments of not more than 1/2 ounce (15 grams).

Applicants should have spare materials and the tools necessary to make additional |eashes,
jesses, grommets, etc. The size, strength, and type of equipment and facilities should be
appropriate for the size and type of raptor being held.

Records and Reporting

Falconry permits are issued with a number of reporting conditions. Failure to comply with these
conditions constitutes a violation of your permit and may result in your permit being revoked or
your renewal being denied. You are required to file a report annually by January 10 that details
the status of all falconry birdsin your possession at any point during the preceding calendar year.
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Report forms are mailed to falconers in November. Please notify the ADF& G Permits Section if
you change your mailing address. You are required to file an annual report even if you do not
receive areport form in the mail. Report forms are available on the ADF& G website or from the
Permits Section. Please be sure to fill out all the requested information completely; reports with
missing information will be returned to the falconer.

If you intend to take a raptor from the wild, you must first notify both the regional falconry
representative and the nearest department office in the intended take area of your planned taking
activities (including the species, location, and dates). Within 5 days of taking any raptor, you
must notify the regional falconry representative in the take area of your completed taking
activities, including the specific location and date of take, and the species, age (if known) and
sex (if known) of the raptor taken, along with any other information required by the department.
There are additional notification and reporting requirements for peregrine falcons, these are
detailed in the Falconry Standards section (page 18). In addition, within 5 days of taking any
raptor, you must submit USFWS Form 3-186A (Migratory Bird Acquisition/Disposition Report)
to the ADF&G Permits Section and the USFWS. Form 3-186A is aso used to inform the
department and the USFWS in writing of any transfer, release, escape, or death of araptor within
five days of such occurrence.

Y ou should always keep a copy of your falconry permits, annual reports, 3-186As, import and
export permits and all other falconry-related records.

Markers

Before taking a raptor, you must possess a valid falconry permit and an appropriate USFWS or
ADF& G marker (band) issued in your name. USFWS markers are black in color, and department
markers are red. Requests for markers should be made in writing to the USFWS Migratory Birds
Permit Section (black bands) or to your ADF&G regiona falconry representative (red bands)
well in advance of the date you anticipate needing them.

Immediately upon taking a raptor, you must attach the appropriate marker (see Banding section
below). Federal markers (black bands) are used on only two species in Alaska; peregrine falcons
and gyrfalcons. Department markers (red bands) are used on all other species (sharp-shinned
hawk, northern goshawk, red-tailed or Harlan's hawk, American kestrel, merlin, golden eagle or
great horned owl). Once attached, the marker must not be removed, except that the rear tab may
be trimmed and any imperfections on the surface may be smoothed, provided that the integrity of
the marker and numbering are not affected.

All markers (black and red) from dead or released raptors must be surrendered to the department
within 15 days of death or release.

Banding

Applying afalconry marker to a raptor may be challenging, even to an experienced falconer. The
paramount consideration in banding any bird is to ensure the marker fits properly on the tarsus
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and is applied without injuring or causing undue stress to the raptor. The following guidelines
and illustrations are provided to assist you in accomplishing this important task.

1. Record the marker number in your persona banding diary and on USFWS Form 3-186A
(Migratory Bird Acquisition/Disposition Report).
Note: In Alaska, USFWS markers are used only on gyrfalcons and peregrine falcons.
All other raptors require ADF& G markers.

2. Outfit the marker with protective tubing (figure 1). The installation of clear, plastic
tubing over raptor markers serves to lessen the risk of injury to raptors by reducing
marker abrasion to the tarsus and preventing accidental closure of the marker. Plastic
tubing also protects the marker's identification number. The best choice of clear, plastic
tubing is AWG Size #10 with standard 0.016" wall thickness, commonly used for
electrical wire installation. It is usualy available from the USFWS (inquire when
requesting markers from USFWS) or may be purchased from hardware and electrical
supply stores.

Strap Locking Head
/ ™~

(e ? R T R ::GSEEJ@

Protective Tubing

Figure 1

The length of protective tubing placed on the marker is very important since it limits how
tightly a band may be closed on the tarsus. Use the following table to determine the
length of tubing to apply to the marker:

Length of Tubing
(inches)

Species (typical applications) Male Female
sharp-shinned hawk 3/4 7/8
goshawk 1-3/8 1-12
American kestrel 7/8 7/8
merlin 7/8 15/16
peregrine falcon 1-3/8 1-12
gyrfalcon 1-7/8 1-7/8
Harlan's hawk 1-7/8 1-7/8

Cut the tubing to length, ensuring the ends are square. Insert the marker strap into tubing
as follows: hold the tube against a flat surface, push the strap through the tube until the
tip is exposed, and grasp the strap tip and slide the tube solidly against the locking head.
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Do not lubricate the strap or tube. Pliers are useful for longer tubes. The marker, fitted
with protective tubing, is now ready to be placed on the raptor.

3. Attach the marker. Warm the marker in your hand while bending it into a circular form.
Position the marker on the tarsus above the jess (figure 2). The marker should be placed
on the raptor's left leg with the serial number right side up. This will tend to center the
locking head in an outboard position if a nametag or bell is attached to the rear tab.

Insert the end of the strap through the locking head box (figure 3). Use pliersto pull the
strap through and about an inch beyond the locking head. Slowly close the marker to the
appropriate size by pulling the strap through the locking head. It should not be necessary
to usepliers.

Figure 2 Figure 3

Use fingernail clippers or scissors to cut off the excess strap that extends beyond the
locking head. It is important that the strap be cut flush with the surface of the locking
head to prevent the bird from pulling at it.

Note: A properly fitted marker will move freely on the leg but be tight enough to prevent
removal from an unjessed raptor.

Captive Breeding

Captive breeding or propagation of raptors may only be conducted by qualified falconers under
the terms of special propagation permits issued by both the ADF&G Permits Section and the
USFWS. For additional information about captive breeding of raptorsin Alaska, or to apply for
propagation permits, contact the ADF&G, Permit Section and the USFWS, Migratory Birds
Permit Section.
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FALCONRY REGULATIONS

5AAC 92.029. Permitsfor possessing live game.

(f) ... the following species may be temporarily released for the purpose of hunting dog or
falcon training, field trials, and tests:

(1) Pigeon (Columba livia Var.);
(2) Pheasant, Junglefowl, or Coturnix (Subfamily Phasianinag);
(3) any Guineafowl species (Subfamily Numidinae);

(4) any New World Quail species, including Colinus, [i.e., Bobwhite] (Subfamily
Odontophorinag);

(5) any duck, goose, swan, or other migratory waterfowl which the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has determined does not require afederal permit for private ownership;

(6) Chukar partridge (Alectoris chukar).

(g) A person using live game listed in (f) of this section for the purpose of hunting dog or
falcon training, field trials, or tests

(1) may release the game only on the day of use and shall make reasonable efforts to
capture, kill, or recover the temporarily released live game;

(2) may take the live game in connection with hunting dog or falcon training, field trial,
and test activities; and

(3) must legally acquire, hold, and dispose of the live game in accordance with all other
applicable state statutes and regul ations.

5AAC 92.037. Permitsfor falconry. (a) A permit jointly issued by the department

and the United States Fish and Wildlife Serviceisrequired for taking, transporting, or possessing
araptor for falconry or for practicing falconry in this state. The permit will be issued under
standards, procedures, and conditions set out in the Falconry Standards section of the Alaska
Falconry Manua No. 8, dated July 1, 2008; that section of the falconry manual is hereby adopted
by reference. Only abird defined in (f) of this section as a raptor may be taken, transported,
imported, exported, held, or possessed for falconry.

(b) A person may not permanently export araptor taken from the wild in this state unless the
person has legally possessed that raptor in this state for at least one year. Prior written approval

10
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of the commissioner is required before a raptor may be exported from or imported into this state,
except asfollows:

(1) araptor legally possessed by an Alaska falconer may be temporarily exported from this
state for a period not to exceed 12 months;

(2) an individual with a permit for falconry in another state or province may temporarily
import a raptor, and use it for falconry under the terms of a temporary permit issued by the
commissioner; an individual moving into this state may import a raptor under authority of a
temporary permit, but must apply for a falconry permit in this state within 30 days after the
raptor arrivesin this state.

(c) A falconer is liable for the actions of the raptor with respect to seasons, bag limits, and
other applicable regulations. If a falconry bird takes game that may not be taken under
established regulations, the falconer must leave the dead game where it lies, except that the
raptor may feed upon the game before leaving the kill site.

(d) The commissioner may impose additional permit conditions as necessary.

(e) Before taking American or arctic peregrine falcons for the practice of falconry, a permittee
must possess either an Alaska master class falconry permit or an Alaska general class falconry
permit and have more than two years of experience in the practice of falconry at the general class
level.

(f) Inthissection, "raptor" means any bird of the following species:

(1) sharp-shinned hawk (Accipiter striatus);

(2) northern goshawk (Accipiter gentilis);

(3) red-tailed or Harlan's hawk (Buteo jamaicensis);

(4) golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos);

(5) American kestrel (Falco sparverius);

(6) merlin (Falco columbarius);

(7) gyrfacon (Falco rusticolus);

(8) American peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus anatum);

(9) arctic peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus tundrius);

(10) Peal€'s peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus pealei);
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(11) great horned owl (Bubo virginianus);
(12) ahybrid of the speciesin this subsection that is produced by a raptor breeder.

Note: For regulations governing hunting of small game and migratory birds, including special
seasons and/or restrictions for falconry (5 AAC 85.065), refer to the current Alaska State
Hunting Regulations or Alaska Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations.

12
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ALASKA FALCONRY STANDARDS

Definitions

1. For the purpose of the falconry standards:

a. “Falconry” means the sport of pursuing, capturing, or killing game by means of

trained raptors.

. “Take” meansto trap or capture, or attempt to trap or capture any raptor.

. “Raptor” means any bird of the following species. sharp-shinned hawk (Accipiter

striatus), northern goshawk (Accipiter gentilis), red-tailed or Harlan’s hawk (Buteo
jamaicensis), golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos), American kestrel (Falco sparverius),
merlin (Falco columbarius), gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus), American peregrine falcon
(Falco peregrinus anatum), arctic peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus tundrius),
Peadle's peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus pealei), great horned owl (Bubo
virginianus), and hybrids of these species produced by raptor breeders.

. “Eyas’ means araptor from the wild in itsfirst year that is not yet capable of flight.

. “Passage bird” means a raptor from the wild in its first year that is capable of

sustained flight.

“Permittee” means a person who takes, transports, or possesses a raptor for falconry
or for the practice of falconry under a falconry permit issued in accordance with the
falconry standards in this section of this manual.

. “Transfer of raptor” means to transfer or change the possession of a raptor from one

permittee to another permittee; transfer does not include the sale, barter, or exchange
of araptor for anything of value.

Falconry Permits

2.

A person may not take, transport, or possess a raptor for falconry or for the practice of
falconry in Alaska without possessing a valid falconry permit. A falconry permit shall be
issued jointly by the department and a representative of the Alaska office of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.

A falconry permit is nontransferable. When accompanied by a current Alaska hunting
license issued to the permittee, afalconry permit authorizes the permittee to hunt gamein
compliance with seasons, bag limits, and other provisions of law.

A falconry permit is valid from the date issued through the 31st day of January of the
third calendar year following the year of issue, unless the department specifies a shorter
period on the permit.
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A representative of the department may, at a time mutually agreed upon by the permittee
and the department, inspect a permittee’s raptor and raptor facilities. If an inspection
reveals that a raptor is in poor condition as a result of the permittee’s negligence, if
facilities are determined to be inadequate under federal standardsin 50 CFR 821.29, or if
the permittee violates any other provision of the falconry standards in this section of this
manual, the department may revoke the permit.

Falconry permits are issued for apprentice, general, and master class falconers.
a. Apprentice class permits are issued with the following conditions:

(1) A permittee may not possess more than one raptor at any time nor obtain more
than one raptor for replacement during any 12-month period; and

(2) A permittee may take, transport, or possess only the following species, which
must be taken from the wild: American kestrel, northern goshawk, and red-tailed
or Harlan's hawk.

b. General class permits are issued with the following conditions:

(1) A permittee may not possess more than two raptors at any time nor obtain more
than two raptors, whether for initial stocking or for replacement of raptors already
possessed under a permit, during any 12-month period;

(2) A permittee may take, transport, or possess only the following species: American
kestrel, merlin, northern goshawk, sharp-shinned hawk, red-tailed or Harlan's
hawk, gyrfalcon, captive-bred peregrine falcon, great-horned owl, and hybrid
raptor. A permittee with more than two years of experience in the practice of
falconry at the general class level may also take, transport, or possess a Pead€e's
peregrine falcon, American peregrine falcon and arctic peregrine falcon; and

(3) An interspecific hybrid raptor must be surgically sterilized and may not be flown
free unless the permittee first attaches to the bird at least one radio transmitter
designed to track the bird if it islost.

c. Master class permits are issued with the following conditions:

(1) A permittee may not possess more than three raptors at any time. During any 12-
month period, a permittee may not obtain more than two raptors taken from the
wild. At any time, a permittee may replace a lawfully possessed raptor with a
captive-bred raptor bearing a seamless band,;

(2) A permittee may take, transport, or possess only the following species: American

kestrel, merlin, northern goshawk, sharp-shinned hawk, red-tailed or Harlan's
hawk, gyrfalcon, Peale’'s peregrine falcon, American peregrine falcon, arctic
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peregrine falcon, golden eagle (federa regulations contain additional provisions
and restrictions for golden eagles), great-horned owl, and hybrid raptor;

(3) An interspecific hybrid raptor must be surgically sterilized and may not be flown
free unless the permittee first attaches to the bird at least one radio transmitter
designed to track the bird if it islost.

The commissioner may add to a permit other conditions that the commissioner
determines are necessary under the circumstances in order to protect raptors that are to be
taken, transported, or possessed under the permit.

Falconry Permit Requirementsand Application Procedures

8.

Requirements and procedures for new (apprentice) falconers:

a

b.

An applicant must be at least 14 years of age;
An applicant must be sponsored by a general or master class falconer;

An applicant must answer correctly at least 80% of the questions on a supervised
examination administered by ADF& G staff; an applicant who fails the examination
may retake a similar test after waiting at least 30 days, but an applicant may not take
the examination more than twice during any six-month period;

An applicant’s raptor housing facilities and equipment must be inspected by the
ADF& G falconry representative for that region and be certified as meeting the federal
standards set forth in 50 CFR §21.29; and

An applicant must submit afalconry permit application and any applicable fees to the
ADF&G Permits Section. An application form is included in the Alaska Falconry
Manual and forms are also available from the Permits Section or the regional offices
of the department.

Requirements and procedures for renewing a permit:

a

To renew a falconry permit, a permittee must check the “Are you requesting
renewal?’ box on the annual report form and pay al applicable fees (please check
with ADF&G Permits Section for a current fee schedule). A permit will not be
renewed unless the permittee has complied with all reporting requirements and other
provisions of the falconry standards in this manual.

Renewal permits are valid from the date issued through the 31st day of January of the

third caendar year following the year of issue, unless the department specifies a
shorter period on the permit.
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10. Requirements and procedures for upgrading a permit:

a. To upgrade a falconry permit, a permittee must submit a written request for an

b.

C.

upgrade to the ADF&G Permits Section. The request must specify the number of
months of experience the applicant has in the practice of falconry and provide written
documentation (annual reports) to support the request (only time with a bird in
possession counts as experience). Apprentice falconers must also obtain a letter of
recommendation from their sponsor supporting the upgrade.

A reguest for an upgrade will be granted at the discretion of the department. A
request may be denied due to failure to comply with permit conditions and reporting
requirements, substandard raptor housing facilities, birds that are in poor condition, or
loss or deaths of raptorsin the applicant’s care.

An upgrade may be requested at any time and there is no fee to upgrade an existing
permit. The existing permit will be re-issued at the higher class level and will retain
the original expiration date.

11. Requirements and procedures to transfer afalconry permit from another state:

a. The procedures for transferring a permit from another state are the same as for new

b.

falconers, except that no sponsor is required and the falconer must submit a copy of
his or her current falconry permit along with the application;

An Alaska falconry permit issued to afalconer from another state will be issued at the
apprentice class level unless the falconer can provide copies of annua falconry
reports documenting the requisite experience to qualify at a higher class level.

Temporary Facilities

12. A permittee shall provide all raptors being transported or held in atemporary facility with
safe, humane housing and shall protect the raptors from extreme temperatures and
excessive disturbance. A person may not hold a raptor in a temporary facility for longer
than 30 days.

Annual Report

13. No later than January 10 of each year, a permittee shall submit to the ADF&G Permits
Section an annual report that lists al raptors in the permittee’ s possession and all raptors
held during the previous year. For each raptor, the permittee shall indicate the species,
marker number, sex (if known), age (if known), date and location of acquisition, manner
(escaped, released, or died) and date of disposition, location of escape or release or cause
of death, and other information relating to the permittee’ s falconry activities, as required
by the department.
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Markers

14.

Before taking a raptor, a permittee shall obtain a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or
ADF&G marker issued in the permittee’s name. Upon taking a peregrine falcon or
gyrfalcon, a permittee shall immediately attach the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service marker
to the raptor. Upon taking a sharp-shinned hawk, northern goshawk, red-tailed or
Harlan's hawk, American kestrel, merlin, golden eagle, or great horned owl, a permittee
shall immediately attach the ADF&G marker to the raptor. The marker may not be
removed, except that the rear tab may be removed and any imperfections on the surface
may be smoothed if the integrity of the marker and numbering are not affected.

Taking of Raptors

15.

16.

An eyas may be taken only from May 26 through August 5. A passage bird, adult
American kestrel, or adult great horned owl may be taken only from August 15 through
November 30. Except for American kestrels and great-horned owls, a raptor that is over
one year of age may not be taken. An eyas may be taken only by general or master class
falconer; no more than two eyases may be taken during the specified period; and, at |east
one nestling must be left in any nest from which abird is removed.

a. Peregrine falcon take requirements:

(1) An Alaska master class permittee, and an Alaska genera class permittee with
more than two years of experience in the practice of falconry at the general class
level may take peregrine falcons; and

(2) Peregrine falcons may not be taken from a corridor extending one-half mile on
either side of the Colville River, beginning at the mouth of the Etiviuk River and
extending downstream to Ocean Point, nor from a corridor extending one-half
mile on either side of the Yukon River, beginning at the Alaska/Canada border
and extending downstream to Circle, Alaska.

(3) The department may restrict the take of peregrine falcons from specific sites or
general aress.

Permittees must comply with the following notification regquirements when taking raptors
for falconry:

a. Regiona faconry representatives and department offices where permittees must
report their planned and compl eted taking activities:

(1) Game Management Units 1 - 5: ADF&G, Division of Wildlife Conservation,
Region I, 803 3rd Street, P.O. Box 110024, Douglas, AK 99824-0024;

(2) Game Management Units 6 - 17: ADF&G, Division of Wildlife Conservation,
Region 11, 333 Raspberry Road, Anchorage, AK 99518-1565;
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C.

d.

(3) Game Management Units 19 — 21, 24, 25, 26B, and 26C. ADF&G, Division of
Wildlife Conservation, Region 11, 1300 College Road, Fairbanks, AK 99701-
1599;

(4) Game Management Units 18, 22, 23 and 26A: ADF&G, Division of Wildlife
Conservation, Region V, Pouch 1148, Nome, AK 99762,

(5) State copy of form 3-186A: ADF&G, Permits Section, Division of Wildlife
Conservation, 1255 West 8th Street, P.O. Box 115526, Juneau, AK 99811-5526;
and

(6) Federal copy of form 3-186A: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Migratory Birds
Permit Office, 1011 East Tudor Road, Anchorage, AK 99503.

Before taking any raptor from the wild, a permittee must notify:

(1) the department regional falconry representative in the intended area of take of the
permittee’s planned taking activities, including the area, species, and timing of
take; and

(2) the nearest department office in the intended area of take of the permittee’s
planned taking activities, including the area, species, and timing of take.

Within five days after taking a raptor, excluding an American peregrine falcon or
arctic peregrine falcon, a permittee must:

(1) notify the department regional falconry representative in the area of take of the
permittee’s completed taking activities, including the specific location, date,
species, age (if known) and sex (if known) of take; and

(2) submit other information related to the taking, as requested by the department.

Within five days after taking an American peregrine falcon or arctic peregrine falcon
from the wild, a permittee must:

(1) notify the department regional falconry representative in the area of take of the
permittee’ s completed taking activities, including the specific location of taking,
date, species, age (if known), sex (if known), and the number of young in the nest
at the time of taking (when eyas birds are taken);

(2) notify the department regional falconry representative in the area of take of the
specific location of all American peregrine falcon or arctic peregrine falcon nests
visited, the number of young in each nest visited, and other information requested
by the department; and

18

Falconry Tab
21 of 137



(3) submit to the department regional falconry representative in the area of take any
leg band retrieved from an American peregrine falcon or arctic peregrine falcon
removed from a nest.

e. Within five days after taking any raptor, a permittee must submit copies of federal
form 3-186A (Migratory Bird Acquisition/ Disposition Report) to the following
locations:

(1) ADF& G Permits Section; and

(2) U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Migratory Birds Permit Office.

I mport/Export

17.

18.

19.

Except for the temporary export of a raptor possessed under an Alaska falconry permit, a
person shall obtain prior written approva from the ADF&G Permits Section before
exporting a raptor from or importing a raptor into Alaska. A person may not permanently
export a raptor taken from the wild in Alaska unless that person has legally possessed
that raptor in Alaska for at least one year. If the department determines it to be necessary
to conserve or protect raptors in the state, or if the person desiring to import or export a
raptor has not fully complied with the conditions or requirements of the falconry
standards in this section of this manual, the department may disapprove the import or
export of araptor.

A person with an Alaska falconry permit who legally possesses a raptor may temporarily
export the raptor from Alaska for a period of not longer than 12 months. A permittee
shall notify the regional falconry representative of the temporary export of a raptor at
least five days before leaving Alaska, shall provide the date of departure and anticipated
date of return, and shall notify the department’s regional falconry representative within
five days after returning the raptor to Alaska.

A person with a permit for falconry in another state or province may temporarily import a
raptor and use it for falconry for up to 30 days after the date of import under that falconry
permit. If a person who temporarily imports a raptor intends to keep the raptor in Alaska
longer than 30 days after the date of import, the person must, within the 30-day period,
apply for an Alaskafalconry permit, deliver to the department any falconry permit issued
for the raptor by another state or province, and certify in writing that the person intends
to become aresident of Alaska.

Transfer of Raptors

20.

A person may not sell, barter, or exchange for anything of value a raptor held under a
falconry permit. A permittee shall notify the regional falconry representative not less than
five days before permanently transferring a raptor to another permittee. A person who
acquires or disposes of a raptor shall submit copies of federal form 3-186A (Migratory
Bird Acquisition/Disposition Report) to both the ADF&G Permits Section and the U.S.
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21.

Fish and Wildlife Service within five days after the acquisition or disposal. A person may
not permanently transfer possession of a raptor originally taken from the wild in Alaska
to a person located outside of Alaska.

A person may care for a permittee’s raptor if, during the time of care, the person holds a
written authorization signed by the permittee. If the period of care will exceed 30 days,
the permittee shall notify the regional falconry representative in writing within three days
after transferring the raptor. The permittee shall inform the regional falconry
representative of the location where the raptor will be held, the reason for the transfer, the
name of the person who is caring for the raptor, and how many days the raptor will bein
the transferee’ s care.

Release, Loss or Death of Raptors

22.

23.

Only a raptor originally taken from the wild in Alaska may be intentionally released to
the wild. Before intentionally releasing a raptor to the wild, a permittee must notify the
regional falconry representative and must remove the USFWS or ADF& G marker from
the raptor. A permittee must submit copies of federal form 3-186A (Migratory Bird
Acquisition/Disposition Report) to both the ADF&G Permits Section and the USFWS
upon any loss, escape, release, or death of the permittee’s raptor within five days after
that event. A permittee must deliver the marker from a dead or released raptor to the
regional falconry representative within 15 days after the death or release of the raptor to
the wild.

A permittee may retrap a marked raptor that is lost to the wild through accident, within
five days after its loss, without notifying the regional falconry representative. If the
permittee intends to retrap the raptor more than five days after its loss, the permittee must
notify the regiona falconry representative that the raptor has been lost and that the
permittee intends to recapture it. If a permittee recaptures the raptor, previously reported
to the department as lost, the permittee must notify the department within 5 days after the

recapture.

Imping

24.

A permittee may retain or exchange feathers that are molted or feathers from raptors that
diein captivity only for imping purposes.

Captive Breeding

25.

Unless a person holds a propagation permit issued by the department, the person may not
breed raptors in captivity for falconry. Propagation permits are issued under the
following conditions:

a. The department may issue a propagation permit only to a person who:
1) holdsafedera raptor propagation permit,
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2) holds an Alaska master class falconry permit, and
3) passes an inspection of facilities with the following guidelines:
i) adequate chamber size,
i) double-door access to prevent escape,
iii) any window protected on the inside with vertical bars,
iv) adequate padded perches,
v) adequate roof covering of chain-link or welded wire material,
vi) adequate floor covering [straw and/or sawdust are not suitable],
vii) adequate protection from the elements.

b. A propagation permittee may have no more than four individual raptors that
originated from the wild; no more than two wild-origin birds may be acquired within
a caendar year. A propagation permittee may have no more than 12 birds for
breeding that include first-generation captive progeny and wild-origin birds. A
propagation permittee will have no limit on the number of second or later generation
captive-bred progeny held in captive propagation. A raptor held under a propagation
permit does not count as one of the three raptors that may be held under a falconry
permit.

c. A propagation permittee may not sell, barter, or exchange for anything of value first
generation captive-bred progeny of raptors and may only transfer first generation
captive bred progeny to a person in Alaska who holds an Alaska falconry permit or to
a person who holds an Alaska propagation permit. The propagation permittee may
sell, barter, or exchange for anything of value second or later generation captive-bred
progeny to any person holding a falconry license or raptor propagation permit within
Alaska or outside of Alaska. The propagation permittee must dispose of captive-bred
progeny within one year after hatching. Captive-bred progeny not sold or transferred
as described in this subsection may be transferred or otherwise disposed of only with
the written approval of the department.

d. A propagation permittee may not possess a raptor produced by interspecific
hybridization unless the raptor has been surgically sterilized.

e. A raptor that originated from the wild in Alaska and is held under a propagation
permit may not be exported from the state.
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STATE OF ALASKA

ALASKA FALCONRY PERMIT APPLICATION

1. NAME

Last First M.1.

2. MAILING ADDRESS

Street or P.O. Box

City State Zip

3. TELEPHONE NUMBERS 4. EMAIL ADDRESS
Home Business or Message

5. ALASKA RESIDENT 6. DATE OF BIRTH

|:|Yes |:| No Since

7. LOCATION OF FACILITIES 8. DRIVER’S LICENSE OR I.D. NUMBER

Street City State Number

9. RAPTORS IN POSSESSION

Species Sex Age Band Number Date Acquired Source (wild or captive-bred)
10A. PERMIT CLASS 10B. APPRENTICE’S SPONSOR

I:' Apprentice Last Name First Telephone

|:| General* Address Class

[ ] Master*

11. FALCONRY EXAM/APPROVAL

] Exam Passed Approved By Date

12. MEWS INSPECTION/APPROVAL

] Mews Inspected Approved By Date

13. CERTIFICATION

I have read and understand the Alaska Falconry Standards. Furthermore, | hereby certify that all information made
on or in connection with this application is true and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Applicant’s Signature

Date

*An applicant requesting a general or master class permit must submit a photocopy of the most recently held

permit/license issued from any state or province AND annual falconry reports.

Please mail application and fees to:

ADF&G Wildlife Conservation, Permits Section, P.O. Box 115526, Juneau, AK 99811-5526
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ALASKA FALCONRY REPORT

Name: State Permit No.:
Mailing Address: City: Zip
Telephone No.: (home) (work)
Email: Location of Facilities:
Class (check one) Apprentice [ | General [ ] Master [_]
Permit expiration date: Are you requesting renewal? Yes [ | No [ ]
ANNUAL REPORT for (year)
RAPTORS ON HAND AT BEGINNING OF PERMIT YEAR (January 1)
Year Where (GMU subunit) or Date Obtained
Species Marker Number Sex Hatched From Whom Obtained month/day/year
_ S/
_ 1/
1/

RAPTORS ACQUIRED DURING 12 MONTHS ENDING DECEMBER 31
(Raptors acquired from the wild or another person)

Year Where (GMU subunit) or Date Obtained
Species Marker Number  Sex Hatched From Whom Obtained month/day/year

RAPTORS NO LONGER IN POSSESSION
(since previous annual report)

Year Disposition Date
Species Marker Number Sex Hatched Disposition* month/day/year

*Disposition (lost, transferred, died, released, stolen): Provide complete details, i.e., where lost or released, to
whom transferred, cause of death, etc.

Signature: Date:

Annual falconry reports are due by January 10. Please mail this report to:
ADF&G Wildlife Conservation, Permits Section, P.O. Box 115526, Juneau, AK 99811-5526
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CONTACT INFORMATION

General requests for information about falconry, appointments to take the falconry examination or have
your facilities inspected, applications for a falconry permit, requests for state markers (bands), and
notification of take or intent to take a raptor from the wild are handled by the regional falconry
representative at a regional office of the Alaska Department of Fish & Game, Division of Wildlife
Conservation.

ADF&G/Wildlife ADF& G/Wildlife

333 Raspberry Road 1300 College Road
Anchorage, AK 99518-1599 Fairbanks, AK 99701-1599
Phone (907) 267-2257 Phone (907) 459-7213
ADF&G/Wildlife ADF& G/Wildlife

P.O. Box 240020 P.O. Box 1148

Douglas, AK 99824-0020 Nome, AK 99762-1148
Phone (907) 465-4265 Phone (907) 443-2271

Processing of falconry and state raptor propagation permits, submission of annual reports and 3-186A
forms, and requests to import or permanently export a raptor are handled by the ADF&G Permit
Section.

ADF&G/Wildlife Permit Section
P.O. Box 115526

Juneau, AK 99811-5526

Phone: (907) 465-4148

Email: dfg.dwc.permits@al aska.gov

For information about health certification and For information about federal regulations and
disease testing requirements for the importation permitting requirements, contact the U.S. Fish
of raptors, contact the state veterinarian. and Wildlife Service.

Office of the State Veterinarian U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Department of Environmental Conservation Migratory Bird Permits Office

500 S. Alaska, Suite A 1011 East Tudor Road

Palmer, AK 99501 Anchorage, AK 99503

Phone (907) 375-8215 Phone (907) 786-3693

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF& G) administers all programs and activities free from discrimination
based on race, color, nationa origin, age, sex, religion, marital status, pregnancy, parenthood, or disability. The department
administers al programs and activities in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title |1 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975,
and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972.
If you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility please write:

e ADF&G ADA Coordinator, P.O. Box 115526, Juneau, AK 99811-5526

e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4401 N. Fairfax Drive, MS 2042, Arlington, VA 22203

e Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of the Interior, 1849 C Street NW MS 5230, Washington DC

20240.

The department’s ADA Coordinator can be reached via phone at the following numbers:

e (VOICE) 907-465-6077

o (Statewide Telecommunication Device for the Deaf) 1-800-478-3648

e (Juneau TDD) 907-465-3646

o (FAX) 907-465-6078
For information on alternative formats and questions on this publication, please contact the following: Publications
Specidist, ADF& G/Division of Wildlife Conservation, P.O. Box 115526, Juneau, AK 99811-5526, or call 907-465-4176.
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IMPORTANT DATES

January 10 Date to request permit renewal (unless otherwise specified). Requests for renewal must be
submitted at least 20 days prior to expiration of current permits.

January 31 Falconry and raptor propagation permits expire.

Year-round o Notify the department Permits section and regional falconry representative of
acquisition, transfer, or disposal of a raptor using federal form 3-186A (Migratory
Bird Acquisition/Disposition Report) within 10 days of occurrence.

e Notify the department Permits Section within 10 days of acquiring, transferring,
rebanding, or microchipping a raptor; if a raptor is stolen; if a raptor is lost to the
wild and not recovered for 30 days; or if a raptor dies, using federal form 3-186A
(Migratory Bird Acquisition/Disposition Report).

e Notify the department office nearest the area of intended take and the regional
falconry representative in the area of take at least 10 days before taking raptors
from the wild.

o Notify the department Permits Section and the regional falconry representative in
the area of take within 10 days of taking a raptor from the wild.

o  Notify the department Permits Section at least 30 days prior to import or 10 days
prior to export of a raptor.

e Report a marker or band that must be removed or is lost within 5 days of loss to the
regional falconry representative.

o  Notify and the regional falconry representative at least 5 days prior to intentional
release of a raptor.

o Report to the regional falconry representative a dead, lost, or escaped raptor within
5 day of the occurrence;

e Report to the regional falconry representative the intentional release of a raptor
within 10 days of occurrences;

e Report death or loss of a raptor temporarily outside the U.S. for falconry purposes
to the department Permits Section immediately upon return to the state.

e Surrender to the regional falconry representative marker bands from a dead or
released raptor within 15 business days of death or release.

o Notify regional falconry representative of intent to recapture raptors lost more than
five days; report recovery of raptors reported as lost within 10 days of recapture
(recapture within five days of loss requires no such notification).

e Notify the department regional falconry representative within 5 days of recapturing
raptors wearing falconry equipment or captive-bred raptors.

¢ Notify the regional falconry representative at least 10 days before permanently
transferring a raptor to another permittee.

« Notify the regional falconry representative within 3 days after transferring raptors
for temporary care if the period of care will exceed 45 days.

o Notify the department within 5 business days of changing location of falconry
facilities.

e A non-resident falconer must notify the department Permits Section at least 30 days
prior to importing a falconry bird into Alaska to practice falconry under a non-
Alaska falconry permit.

e A non-resident falconer must contact the department’s permit secton for
procedures at least 30 days prior to the date of import if the falconer intends to keep
imported birds in the state longer than 60 days.
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS

Taking Raptors Report, electronically, orally, or in writing, to the regional falconry representative and nearest
department office in the intended area of take at least 10 days prior to and within 10 days
after taking a raptor from the wild. You must also report to the ADF&G Permits Section
using Form 3-186A within 10 days of taking a raptor.

Markers Upon taking a peregrine falcon, gyrfalcon, goshawk, either from the wild or from a
rehabilitator, a USFWS marker band must be attached, or an 1SO-compliant (134.2 kHz)
microchip implanted.

Release/Loss/Death of Notify the regional falconry representative prior to the intentional release of any raptor.

Raptors Hybrid raptors or species without breeding populations in Alaska may not be released. Notify
the ADF&G Permits Section and the USFWS using Form 3-186A of the loss, escape, release,
or death of any raptor within 5 days of such occurrence. Deliver the marker from a dead or
released raptor to the regional falconry representative within 15 days of death or release.

Import/Export Prior written approval from the ADF&G Permits Section is required before any raptor may
be imported into or permanently exported from Alaska.

A person with a current permit for falconry from another state may temporarily import
raptors and use them for falconry for up to 30 days. Oral, electronic, or written notification
of the ADF&G Permits Section is required at least 30 business-days before entering Alaska
to practice falconry under a non-Alaska falconry permit. See Import Disease Testing
Requirements below.

Raptors imported into Alaska must be accompanied by written authorization from the
department and a health certificate issued within 30 days prior to the date of importation. A
"health certificate™ means a legible certification issued by an accredited veterinarian of the
state of origin or the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (APHIS-USDA) and executed on an official form of the state of origin or of the
APHIS-USDA. Consult the State Veterinarian (Department of Environmental Conservation)
or ADF&G Permits Section for the most current disease testing, vaccination, or other
requirements before importation.

Current import disease testing requirements include:

West Nile Virus - a negative titer for West Nile Virus at a 1:10 dilution from a blood
sample drawn within 30 days prior to the date of import, or a certificate indicating the
raptor was vaccinated against West Nile virus by a licensed veterinarian. Test results or a
certificate of vaccination should accompany the application for an import permit.

For raptors traveling through Canada or to or from a foreign country, please contact the U.S.
Customs Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to obtain information, appropriate
declaration forms, and export/import permits or licenses.

Cover illustration courtesy of William R. Tilton
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Purpose

Falconry is the sport of pursuing, capturing, or killing game using trained raptors. Falconry is a
lawful hunting method when practiced in compliance with state and federal regulations under the
terms of a permit issued by the Commissioner of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. The
following species listed in Table 1 are authorized for falconry in Alaska and are a subset of the
species described by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 50,
Part 10 (50 CFR §10.12 and 50 CFR §10.13).

Table 1. Species authorized for falconry in Alaska.

northern harrier (Circus cyaneus),

sharp-shinned hawk (Accipiter striatus),

Cooper’s hawk (Accipiter cooperi),

northern goshawk (Accipiter gentilis),

Harris' hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus),

Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsoni),

red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis),

ferruginous hawk (Buteo regalis),

rough-legged hawk (Buteo lagopus),

golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos),

American kestrel (Falco sparverius),

merlin (Falco columbarius),

peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus),

gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus),

prairie falcon (Falco mexicanus),

Aplomado falcon (Falco femoral is),

great horned owl (Bubo virginianus),

snowy owl (Bubo scandiacus),

northern hawk-owl (Surnia ulula),

barred owl (Strix varia),

great gray owl (Strix nebulosa),

any nonindigenous subspecies of northern goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) requires sterilization,
except Accipiter gentilis atricapillus or A.g. laingi.

and

hybrids of these species produced by raptor breeders. [NOTE: There are no breeding populations
of Cooper’s hawk, Harris' hawk, Swainson’s hawk, ferruginous hawk, or prairie falcons in
Alaska.]

Alaska regulations require that anyone taking, holding, or possessing one or more of these raptor
species for falconry must first obtain a falconry permit.

State falconry regulations were adopted by the Alaska Board of Game to assist in the management of
raptor populations and to maintain standards for the care of birds legally held for falconry purposes.
This manual includes regulations that pertain to the taking, holding and possession of raptors for
falconry and issuance of falconry permits. Whether you are a novice falconer or an experienced
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falconer new to Alaska, the application and reporting procedures may seem complex and are
summarized for your convenience below. More detailed information is contained in the Standards
section of this manual and is not repeated here; please refer to the Standards section before
conducting your falconry activities. Statewide provisions for issuing falconry permits and
promulgating regulations are contained in 5 AAC 92.037 and AS 16.05.255. Federal regulations on
falconry can be found in the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 50, Part 21 (50 CFR 821.29).

Falconry Permits

A falconry permit, when accompanied by a current Alaska hunting license, authorizes a falconer to
hunt game with his/her raptor(s) in compliance with applicable seasons, bag limits, and other
provisions of law.

Special or written permission is not required for falconry activities on public lands where it is
authorized, but permittees must comply with all applicable federal, state, territorial or tribal laws
regarding falconry activities, and/or hunting. Falconry permits do not authorize capture or release of
raptors or the practice of falconry on public lands if prohibited on those lands, or on private property,
without permission from the landowner or custodian.

Falconers must have their permit(s) or legible copies of them in their immediate possession when not
at the location of their falconry facilities or they are trapping, transporting, working with, or flying
falconry raptor(s).

Falconers are responsible for the actions of their raptors while hunting. If a falconry bird takes quarry
outside of a regular hunting season, the falconer must leave the dead quarry where it lies, although
the raptor may feed on the game before leaving the kill site. Falconers must report take of any
federally listed endangered or threatened species to the USFWS Ecological Services Field Office for
the location in which the take occurred. With a falconry bird, falconers may take any bird species
listed in 50 CFR 821.43, 21.44, 21.45, or 21.46 for which a depredation order is in place at any time,
in accordance with the conditions of the applicable depredation order, as long as the falconer is not
paid for doing so.

Falconry permits are valid from the date issued through January 31 of the third calendar year
following the year of issue (e.g., a permit issued on February 4, 2013 expires on January 31, 2016),
unless a shorter period is prescribed on the permit.

Raptors legally possessed under Alaska falconry permits may be bred in captivity only if authorized
by captive propagation permits. Birds taken from the wild under authority of falconry permits may

not be sold or bartered. Permanent transfer of raptors between falconers requires proper notification
of state authorities using Form 3-186A.

Prior notification of the ADF&G Permit Section is required to import raptors into or export raptors
from the State of Alaska. All raptors imported into Alaska must be accompanied by a health
certificate and meet disease testing, vaccination, and other requirements as specified by the state
veterinarian and/or ADF&G. Permittees may not permanently export raptors taken from the wild in
Alaska unless; 1) those permittees have legally possessed the bird in the state for at least one year
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and 2) have met the definition of Alaska resident in AS 16.05.415 for at least one year prior to the

export (i.e, resided in the state for two years).

There are three classes of falconry permits issued depending on permittees’ experience: apprentice
(new falconers); general (at least two years experience as practicing falconers); and master (at least
five years experience as practicing falconers at the general class level). Permittees must have birds

in possession to be considered practicing falconers. Falconry school or educational program

experience may not be substituted for active falconry experience for purposes of advancing to

general or master class permits.

Table 2. Summary of the permit conditions relative to numbers of birds and species for each class of

falconer:
Permit Condition Apprentice General Master
5 wild-taken,
including up to
3 eagles; no
limit on
. . . captive-bred
MaX|mL_1m number of  falconry birds in 1 3 birds, but all
possession
raptors must be
trained in the
pursuit of wild
game and used
in hunting.
Maximum number of birds (including
replacements) that may be obtained from all 2 2 No limit
sources during any 12-month period
Maximum _number of birds that may be taken 2 9 9
from the wild during any 12-month period
All except northern
harrier (Circus
cyaneus),
Swainson’s hawk
(Buteo swainsoni),
ferruginous hawk
(Buteo regalis),
. . golden eagle All listed in All listed in
Authorized species (Aquila Table 1. Table 1.
chrysaetos),
peregrine falcon
(Falco peregrinus),
prairie falcon
(Falco mexicanus),
Aplomado falcon
(Falco femoralis)
3
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Possession of hybrids allowed? Yes Yes Yes

Application Procedures

Applicants who reside in Alaska and have never held an Alaska falconry permit must: (1) correctly
answer at least 80% pass the questions on the Alaska falconry exam, and (2) submit completed
application forms including signatures of the ADF&G biologist who proctored the exam. At least 30
days prior to acquiring a falconry bird, permittees must have falconry facilities and equipment
inspected and approved by ADF&G.

Permit Classes — When submitting an application for an Alaska Falconry Permit, applicants must
designate the permit class for which they are applying. To be eligible for an Apprentice Class permit,
applicants must be at least 12 years of age and submit at least one letter of sponsorship from a
general or master class falconer who is at least 18 years old and holds a valid Alaska falconry permit.
Falconers applying for General Class permits must be at least 16 years of age and be able to
document the necessary experience with raptors in possession within the five years prior to applying
for a General Class permit. Falconers applying for Master Class permits must be able to document
the necessary experience with raptors in possession within 10 years prior to applying for a Master
Class permit. Experience may be documented by submitting copies of Annual Reports or forms 3-
186A with your application.

Sponsoring Apprentices — Individuals applying for Apprentice Class permits must be sponsored by
a more experienced falconer. A Master or General Class falconer may sponsor up to three
apprentices at one time. Applicants under 18 years of age must have a parent or legal guardian sign
their applications stating they are legally responsible for the applicant’s activities. Sponsors will
provide help and guidance to get started, but apprentices should expect to invest considerable
amounts of time on their own learning about raptors and falconry by reading and observing raptors in
the wild. Applicants who do not know falconers who can serve as sponsors should contact their
regional falconry representatives for recommendations or a list of active falconers in the applicant’s
area. Apprentices may have to travel long distances to meet with their sponsors. This requirement
will not be waived under any circumstances, even if there are no falconers nearby who are willing
and qualified to serve as sponsors.

Transferring Permits from Other States - Falconers transferring permits from other states must
submit; 1) a completed Alaska Falconry Permit application including ADF&G inspection of facilities
and equipment, 2) a copy of their current falconry permit, and 3) copies of annual reports or Forms
3-186A to document the requisite years of experience at the class level for which they are applying.
Applicants holding current permits from other states need not pass the Alaska falconry exam.

Renewing Permits - Permits may be renewed by checking the renewal box on the when submitting
the annual report. Requests for renewal must be submitted at least 20 days prior to expiration of
current permits. Contact the ADF&G Permits Section for the current requirements.
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Falconry Examination

All new (apprentice) falconers and falconers transferring permits from other states must pass the
Alaska falconry examination. This is to ensure they are familiar with Alaska’s falconry regulations
and standards and are knowledgeable about caring for raptors in extreme climate conditions. The
falconry examination is designed to test knowledge of raptor identification, natural history of Alaska
raptors, care of raptors in captivity, and Alaska falconry rules and regulations. The test will take a
maximum of two hours, and it will be a supervised, closed book examination. Applicants are
required to answer correctly at least 80 percent of the questions to pass the test. Applicants who fail
the examination may retake it after waiting at least 30 days, but may not take the examination more
than twice during any six-month period. Applicants ready to take the test should contact their
regional falconry representatives to make the necessary arrangements.

To prepare for the examination, applicants should study the falconry standards included in this
manual carefully. Applicants must 1) have a thorough understanding of Alaska falconry regulations
and standards, 2) become familiar with the natural history, care, and training of raptors and the art of
falconry, and 3) know how to care properly for raptors in extreme cold and/or wet conditions.
References available at libraries or bookstores will acquaint applicants with caring for a raptor and

explain how to train a bird for falconry. Suggested references on falconry and the natural history of
raptors are listed below.

Falconry:

Beebe, F. L. and H. M. Webster. 1994. North American Falconry and Hunting Hawks, 7"
edition. North American Falconry and Hunting Hawks, Denver, Colorado.

Beebe, F. L. 1984. A Falconry Manual. Hancock House, Surrey, British Columbia.
Evans, H. 1960. Falconry for You. John Gifford, Ltd., London.

Ford, E. 1992. Falconry: Art and Practice. Batsford, London.

Glasier, P. 1978. Falconry and Hawking. Batsford, London.

Haak, B. A. 1992. The Hunting Falcon. Hancock House, Surrey, British Columbia.
Mavrogordato, J. G. 1960. A Hawk for the Bush. H. F. & G. Witherby, Ltd., London.
Mavrogordato, J. G. 1966. A Falcon in the Field. Knightly VVernon, Ltd., London.
Mitchell, E. B. 1960. The Art and Practice of Hawking. C.T. Branford Co., Boston.

Oakes, W. C. 1994. The Falconer’s Apprentice: A Guide to Training the Passage Red-tailed
Hawk. Eaglewing Publishing, Roy, Utah.

Parry-Jones, J. 1994. Training Birds of Prey. David and Charles, Devon.
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Peeters, H. J. and E. W. Jameson, Jr. 1970. American Hawking: A General Account of Falconry
in the New World. Privately published, Oakside, Davis, California.

Turner, R. and A. Haslen. 1991. Gamehawk: Field and Moor. Gallery Press, Lavenham, UK.
Upton, R. 1991. Falconry: Principles and Practice. A. & C. Black, London.

Woodford, M. H. 1977. A Manual of Falconry, 3rd Edition. Adam and Charles Black, London.

Natural History of Raptors:

Brown, L. 1977. Birds of Prey: Their Biology and Ecology. A. & W. Publishers, New York.

Clark, W. S. and B. K. Wheeler. 1987. A Field Guide to Hawks: North America. Houghton
Mifflin Co., Boston.

Cornell Lab of Ornithology and American Ornithologist’s Union. The Birds of North America
Online. 26 June 2008. < http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna>.

Dunne, P. and D. Sibley. 1988. Hawks in Flight. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston.
Ferguson-Lee, J. and D. A. Christie. 2001. Raptors of the World. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston.

Fox, Nicholas. 1995. Understanding the Bird of Prey. Hancock House Publishers, Blaine,
Washington.

Johnsgard, P. A. 1990. Hawks, Eagles, and Falcons of North America: Biology and Natural
History. Smithsonian Institution Press, Washington DC.

Newton, I. N. 1979. Population Ecology of Raptors. Buteo Books, Vermillion, South Dakota.

Palmer, R. S. 1962. A Handbook of North American Birds. Yale University Press, New Haven,
Connecticut.

Peterson, R. T. 1990. Western Birds. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston.

Poole, A. and F. Gill, eds. 1992-2001. The Birds of North America. American Ornithologists’
Union, Washington, DC and Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia.

Weidensaul, S. 2000. The Raptor Almanac: A Comprehensive Guide to Eagles, Hawks, Falcons,
and Vultures. Lyons Press, Guilford, Conn.

Wheeler, B. K. and W. S. Clark. 1999. A Photographic Guide to North American Raptors.
Academic Press, San Diego.
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Facilities and Equipment

Permittees are required to provide adequate facilities for holding raptors in captivity in humane and
healthful conditions. Facilities and equipment must be inspected and approved by the department at
least 30 days before permittees may obtain raptors to use in falconry. Applicants should contact their
regional falconry representatives to make arrangements to have raptor housing facilities and
equipment inspected and approved before submitting their applications.

The department has not established specifications for raptor housing facilities. Specifications are
readily available in reliable falconry texts if falconers wish to construct such facilities. Raptors may
be retained in captivity and properly cared for without recourse to construction of permanent mews.
Some falconers house their birds in homes or garages and use back yards to meet the needs of their
raptors. Consequently, this manual provides only a general description as to what constitutes
adequate or inadequate facilities, leaving final judgment to those who conduct inspections.

Permittees are responsible for the maintenance and security of the raptors they possess. Whether
indoors (a “mews”), outdoors (a “weathering area”), or temporary facilities while traveling or
hunting away from permanent housing, facilities must protect raptors from the elements, predators,
domestic animals, and other dangers.

Poor physical condition of raptors (e.g., excessive broken tail and wing feathers, damage to ceres and
heads, dirty appearance) is symptomatic of inadequate care. Examples of inadequate housing are:

e bird cages of the pet store variety;

e housing constructed of chicken wire, hardware cloth, or with exposed, sharp obstructions;

e housing with excessive exposure to the elements; or

e unsanitary housing, such as unclean chicken houses or pigeon lofts.

Indoor facilities must be large enough to allow easy access for the care and feeding of raptors kept
therein. Acceptable indoor facilities include shelf perch enclosures where raptors are tethered side
by side. Other innovative housing systems are acceptable, provided they offer the enclosed raptors
with adequate protection and allow the maintenance of healthy plumage.

Mews shall provide healthy environments for raptors inside; each must have at least one opening for
sunlight, protected on the inside by vertical bars (dowels, tubing, etc.), spaced narrower than the
width of the birds’ bodies. Chicken wire or hardware cloth is unacceptable for covering windows. If
untethered raptors are housed therein, all walls that are not solid must be protected on the inside in
the same fashion as windows, although heavy-duty netting or similar materials may be used to cover
the roofs and/or walls of enclosures. Doors must be secure and easily closed. Artificial (plastic)
grass (such as AstroTurf ®) is recommended for the perching surfaces of blocks used for falcons;
uncovered blocks are not recommended. Straw, sawdust, or wood chips are not suitable for floors of
mews due to the potential for harboring Aspergillus spores or other pathogens. Artificial (plastic)
grass is easily cleaned and has proven to be good floor covering for mews.

A mews must have at least one suitable perch for each raptor. Untethered raptors may be housed
together if they are compatible. Untethered raptors must have sufficient space to fully extend their
wings and fly. Each raptor must have a suitable container of clean water available for drinking and
bathing.
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If mews are constructed for untethered raptors, the following general specifications should apply:

Loft, house, pen or enclosure size:
Large....cocoveierieiiieeesee e 8'x8xT7

Small....cooooiii, 6'X6'xX7
(American kestrel, merlin, sharp-shinned hawk)

Permittees may keep falconry raptors inside their places of residence provided birds have suitable
perches. If raptors are kept in permittees’ homes, windows and other openings of the structure need
not be modified, but raptors must be tethered when not being moved into or out of locations where
they are kept.

Outdoor facilities are required. They must be fully enclosed, and may be made of heavy-gauge wire,
heavy-duty plastic mesh, slats, pipe, wood, or other suitable materials. Facilities must be covered
and have at least one covered perch for each raptor to protect them from predators and weather.
Facilities must be large enough to insure the birds cannot strike the enclosure when attempting to fly
from perches to which they are tethered. New or innovative types of housing facilities and/or
husbandry practices may be used as long as they satisfy the requirements above.

Weathering areas or other enclosures containing tethered raptors must provide suitable, preferably
padded, perches for each raptor. When placed out-of-doors, raptors should be protected from cats,
dogs, wild predators, and other dangers, as well as excessive exposure to wind, rain, Snow or sun.
Tethered raptors must be able to fully extend their wings or bate (attempt to fly while tethered)
without damaging their feathers or contacting other raptors. Each raptor must have a suitable
container of clean water available for drinking and bathing.

Falconry raptors may be kept outside in the open as long as they are under watch, such as by
permittees or permittees’ family members at any location or, for instance, by designated individuals
in weathering yards at falconry meets.

Permittees’ facilities may be located on property owned by other persons where permittees reside, or
at different locations. Regardless of location, facilities must meet the standards above and any
additional conditions the department may require. For facilities on property not owned by
permittees, permittees must provide the department with a signed and dated statement demonstrating
the property owners’ agreement that facilities, equipment, and raptors may be inspected by state
authorities, necessarily in the permittees” presence, at times mutually agreed upon by permittees and
state officials.

Permittees must notify the department within five business days of changing the location of
permanent falconry facilities.

Temporary Facilities - When transporting raptors or hunting away from home facilities, permittees
must provide raptors suitable perches and protection from predators and other dangers, the elements,
and excessive disturbance. So-called giant hoods or similar containers are acceptable housing for
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raptors when transporting them or hunting away from home. Permittees may house raptors in
temporary facilities for no more than 60 consecutive days.

Required Equipment - Applicants must possess the following falconry equipment before permits
will be issued:

1. Jesses, leashes, and swivels—At least 1 pair of Aylmeri or similar type jesses constructed of
pliable, high-quality leather or suitable synthetic material must be used when any raptor is
flown free. Traditional 1-piece jesses may be used on raptors when they are not being flown.
At least 1 flexible and weather-resistant leash and 1 strong swivel of acceptable falconry
design (e.g., Sampo or falconry swivel).

2. Bath containers—For each raptor, at least 1 container suitable for drinking and bathing, 2 to
6 inches deep and wider than the length of the raptor.

3. Weighing devices—A reliable scale or balance suitable for weighing raptors and graduated
into increments of not more than 1/2 ounce (15 grams).

Applicants should have spare materials and the tools necessary to make additional leashes, jesses,
etc. The size, strength, and type of equipment and facilities should be appropriate for the size and
type of raptors being held.

Records and Reporting

Falconry permits are issued with a number of reporting conditions. Failure to comply with these
conditions constitutes violation of permit conditions and may result in falconers’ permits being
revoked or renewals denied. Permittees must notify the ADF&G Permits Section if they change their
mailing addresses.

Permittees intending to take raptors from the wild must first notify both the regional falconry
representative and the nearest department office in the area of planned taking activities (including
the species, location, and dates) at least 10 days prior to the intended take. Within 10 days of taking
any raptor, permittees must notify the regional falconry representatives in the take areas of
completed taking activities, including the specific locations and dates of take, and the species, age (if
known) and sex (if known) of the raptors taken, along with any other information required by the
department. Within 10 days of taking any raptors, permittees must submit USFWS Form 3-186A
(Migratory Bird Acquisition/Disposition Report) to the ADF&G Permits Section. Form 3-186A is
also used to inform the department in writing of any transfers, releases, escapes, losses, or deaths of
raptors within 10 days of such occurrences.

Annual Reports — All falconers are required to submit annual reports each year on a form provided
by the department regardless of whether they possessed a bird. A report form is included in this
booklet or forms may be obtained by contacting the Permits Section or from the department’s
website, http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=otherlicense.possession.
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Permittees should always keep copies of their falconry permits, 3-186As, and all other falconry-
related records. Permittees must retain copies of all electronic database submissions documenting
take, transfer, loss, rebanding, or microchipping each falconry raptor until five years after
transferring or losing the raptor, or it has died.

Markers

Before taking a raptor, permittees must possess valid falconry permits and, if required, appropriate
USFWS marker bands issued in permittees’ names. Permittees should request marker bands in
writing from the ADF&G Permit Section or their Regional Falconry Representative well in advance
of the date permittees anticipate needing them.

Immediately upon taking raptors of species requiring marker bands, permittees must attach
appropriate ADF&G provided markers. Once attached, marker bands must not be removed, except
that the rear tabs may be trimmed and any imperfections on the surfaces may be smoothed, provided
that the integrity of the marker bands and numbering are not affected. Permittees may not alter,
deface, or counterfeit marker bands, nor attach them to raptors other than the individuals to which
marker bands were initially attached.

Permittees may implant ISO (International Organization for Standardization)-compliant (i.e., 134.2
kHz) microchip in a raptor in addition to banding. Permittees must report marker band numbers
and/or microchip information when reporting acquisition of raptors.

If permittees document health or injury problems for raptors they possess that are caused by marker
bands, the state may provide an exemption to the banding requirement for those raptors.

Falconers must carry copies of exemption paperwork when flying exempted raptors. For exempted
wild-origin goshawks, peregrine falcons, and gyrfalcons, [and Harris’s hawks,] bands must be
replaced by 1SO-compliant microchips. In such cases, the USFWS will provide suitable microchips.

All marker bands from dead or released raptors must be surrendered to the department Regional
Falconry Representative within 15 days of death or release. Marker bands that must be removed or
marker bands lost from raptors in permittees’ possession must be reported to the department within
five days of the loss.

Banding

Applying falconry marker bands to raptors may be challenging, even to experienced falconers. The
paramount consideration in banding birds is to ensure markers fit properly on the tarsi and are
applied without injuring or causing undue stress to the raptors. The following guidelines and
illustrations are provided to assist permittees in accomplishing this important task.

1. Record marker numbers in personal banding diaries and on USFWS Form 3-186A
(Migratory Bird Acquisition/Disposition Report).

2. Outfit markers with protective tubing (figure 1). The installation of clear plastic tubing over
raptor markers serves to lessen the risk of injury to raptors by reducing marker abrasion to
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the tarsus and preventing accidental closure of the marker. Plastic tubing also protects
markers' identification numbers. The best choice of clear, plastic tubing is AWG Size #10
with standard 0.016" wall thickness, commonly used for electrical wire installation. It is
usually available from the ADF&G (inquire when requesting marker bands) or may be
purchased from hardware and electrical supply stores.

Figure 1

The length of protective tubing placed on markers is very important since tubing limits how
tightly bands may be closed on the tarsi. Use the following table to determine the length of
tubing to apply to markers:

Length of Tubing
(inches)

Example Species (typical
applications) Male Female
sharp-shinned hawk 3/4 7/8
goshawk 1-3/8 1-1/2
American kestrel 7/8 7/8
merlin 7/8 15/16
peregrine falcon 1-3/8 1-1/2
gyrfalcon 1-7/8 1-7/8
red-tailed hawk 1-7/8 1-7/8

Cut tubing to length, ensuring the ends are square. Insert marker straps into tubing by
holding the tubing against a flat surface, pushing straps through the tubing until the tips are
exposed, and grasping the strap tips and sliding the tubing solidly against the locking heads.
Do not lubricate straps or tubing. Pliers are useful for longer tubing. Marker bands, fitted
with protective tubing, are now ready to be placed on raptors.

Attach the markers. Warm markers in the hand while bending them into a circular form.
Position markers on the tarsi above the jesses (Figure 2). Markers should be placed on the
raptors' legs with serial numbers right side up. This tends to center the locking heads in an
outboard position if nametags or bells are attached to rear tabs.

Insert the ends of the straps through the locking head boxes (Figure 3). Use pliers to pull the
straps through and about an inch beyond the locking heads. Slowly close markers to
appropriate size by pulling straps through the locking heads. It should not be necessary to
use pliers.
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Figure 2 516 Figure 3

Use fingernail clippers or scissors to cut off the excess straps extending beyond the locking
heads. It is important that the straps be cut flush with the surface of the locking heads to
prevent birds from pulling at them.

Note: Properly fitted markers will move freely on legs but be tight enough to prevent
removal from unjessed raptors.

Captive Propagation

Captive propagation of raptors may only be conducted by qualified falconers under the terms of
special propagation permits issued by the ADF&G Permits Section. For additional information
about captive breeding of raptors in Alaska, or to apply for propagation permits, read the Captive
Propagation section of the Alaska Falconry Standards and contact the ADF&G Permit Section.

Conservation Education

Permittees may use falconry raptors in conservation programs presented in public venues, but raptors
held under a falconry permit must be primarily used for falconry. When giving educational
presentations falconers must present information about falconry and the biology, ecological roles,
and conservation needs of raptors and other migratory birds, although not all topics must be
addressed in every presentation. Permittees may not present programs that do not address falconry
and conservation education. Permittees may charge fees for presentation of conservation education
programs, but fees may not exceed the permittee’s costs for providing that educational presentation.
Falconers are responsible for the costs of maintaining birds in their possession and may not solicit
funds to help defray those costs. Apprentice class permittees may present conservation programs
only under the supervision of a general or master falconer when doing so, and all permittees are
responsible for any liability associated with conservation education activities undertaken.

Permittees may allow photography, filming, video recording, or other such uses of falconry raptors to
make movies or other sources of information on the practice of falconry or on the biology, ecological
roles, and conservation needs of raptors and other migratory birds, but may not be paid for such
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activities. Falconry raptors may not be used in commercial ventures not related to falconry or
conservation education, nor used for entertainment, advertisements, promotions or endorsements of
any products, merchandise, goods, services, meetings, exhibitions, or fairs, or as representations of
any businesses, companies, corporations, or organizations.

Rehabilitation

General and master class falconry permittees may assist permitted migratory bird rehabilitators to
condition raptors in preparation for their release to the wild. Falconers may keep birds they are
helping to rehabilitate in their facilities.

a. Rehabilitators must provide falconers with letters of forms identifying the birds and
explaining that falconers are assisting in their rehabilitation.

b. Falconers need not meet rehabilitation facility standards, only the facility standards
for falconry permits; falconry permittees’ facilities are not subject to inspection for
compliance with rehabilitation facility standards.

c. Raptors possessed for rehabilitation purposes need not be added to falconers’
permits; they remain under the rehabilitators’ permits.

d. Through coordination with rehabilitators, falconers must release all raptors to the
wild or return them to rehabilitators for release within the 180-day timeframe in
which rehabilitators are authorized to possess the birds, unless the issuing office
authorizes retention and conditioning for longer than 180 days, or unless
rehabilitators permanently transfer birds to falconers under their falconry permits.

e. Raptors that cannot be released to the wild must be returned to rehabilitators for
placement within the 180-day timeframe in which rehabilitators are authorized to
possess the birds, unless the issuing office authorizes retention for longer than 180
days.

Abatement

Master class falconry permittees may conduct abatement activities with raptors possessed for
falconry only if they hold a Special Purpose Abatement permit issued by the USFWS. General class
falconry permittees may conduct abatement activities only as subpermittees of Special Purpose
abatement permit holders. Only Special Purpose Abatement permittees may receive payment for
abatement services.
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FALCONRY REGULATIONS
5 AAC 92.029. Permits for possessing live game.
(f) ... the following species may be temporarily released for the purpose of hunting dog or raptor
training, field trials, and tests:
(1) Pigeon (Columba livia Var.);
(2) Pheasant, Junglefowl, or Coturnix (Subfamily Phasianinae);

(3) any Guineafowl species (Subfamily Numidinae);

(4) any New World Quail species, including Colinus, [i.e., Bobwhite] (Subfamily
Odontophorinae);

(5) any duck, goose, swan, or other migratory waterfowl which the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has determined does not require a federal permit for private ownership;

(6) Chukar partridge (Alectoris chukar).

(g) A person using live game listed in (f) of this section for the purpose of hunting dog or raptor
training, field trials, or tests

(1) may release the game only on the day of use and shall make reasonable efforts to capture,
kill, or recover the temporarily released live game;

(2) may take the live game in connection with hunting dog or raptor training, field trial, and
test activities; and

(3) must legally acquire, hold, and dispose of the live game in accordance with all other
applicable state statutes and regulations.

5 AAC 92.037. Permits for falconry.

(a) A permit and valid, current Alaska hunting license is required for taking, transporting, or
possessing a raptor for falconry or for practicing falconry in this state. The permit will be issued
under standards, procedures, and conditions set out in the Falconry Standards section of the Alaska
Falconry Manual No. 9, dated July 1, 2012; that section of the falconry manual is hereby adopted by
reference. Only a bird defined in () of this section as a raptor may be taken, transported, imported,
exported, held, or possessed for falconry.
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(b) A person may not permanently export a raptor taken from the wild in this state unless the person
has legally possessed that raptor, under an Alaska falconry permit, in this state for at least one year.
Prior written approval of the commissioner is required before a raptor may be exported from or
imported into this state, except as follows:

(1) a raptor taken from the wild in Alaska and legally possessed under an Alaska falconry permit
may be temporarily exported from this state for a period not to exceed 12 months by an Alaska
falconer who has;

(A) met the definition of an Alaska resident in AS 16.05.415(a) for the previous two years, or
(B) legally possessed the raptor in Alaska for at least one year.

(2) an individual with a valid, current permit for falconry in another state or province may
temporarily import a raptor, and use it for falconry under the terms of a temporary authorization
issued by the commissioner; an individual moving into this state may import an approved raptor
species under authority of a temporary permit, but must apply for an Alaska falconry permit within
30 days after the raptor arrives in this state. Upon approval of the falconry permit, the permit
becomes valid with a hunting license. Conditions for the import of the raptor shall be determined by
the department as specified in the Alaska Falconry Manual.

(c) A falconer is liable for the actions of the raptor with respect to seasons, bag limits, and other
applicable regulations. If a falconry bird takes game that may not be taken under established
regulations, the falconer must leave the dead game where it lies, except that the raptor may feed
upon the game before leaving the kill site.

(d) The commissioner may impose additional permit conditions as necessary.
(F) In this section, "raptor" means any bird of the following species:
(1) sharp-shinned hawk (Accipiter striatus);

(2) northern goshawk (Accipiter gentilis);

(3) red-tailed or Harlan's hawk (Buteo jamaicensis);

(4) Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsoni);

(5) Rough-legged hawk (Buteo lagopus);

(4) golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos);

(5) American kestrel (Falco sparverius);

(6) merlin (Falco columbarius);

(7) gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus);

(8) peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus);

(9) great horned owl (Bubo virginianus);
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(10) northern hawk-owl (Surnia ulula);
(11) snowy owl (Bubo scandiacus);
(12) a hybrid of the species in this subsection that is produced by a raptor breeder;

(13) the following nonindigenous species: Harris’ hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus), Cooper’s hawk
(Accipiter cooperii), Ferruginous hawk (Bueto regalis), prairie falcon (Falco mexicanus), Aplomado
falcon (Falco femoralis), and

(14) any nonindigenous subspecies of northern goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) requires sterilization,
except Accipiter gentilis atricapillus or A.g., laingi.

History: Eff. 7/5/85, Register 95; am 8/12/90, Register 115; am 2/28/96, Register 137; am 3/10/96,
Register 137; am 6/8/96, Register 138; am 3/30/2002, Register 161; am 7/1/2004, Register 170; am
12/30/2004, Register 172

Authority: AS 16.05.255
AS 16.05.270
AS 16.05.920
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ALASKA FALCONRY STANDARDS

Definitions

1. For the purpose of the falconry standards:

a. “Falconry” means the sport of pursuing, capturing, or killing game by means of trained
raptors.

b. “Take” means to trap or capture, or attempt to trap or capture any raptor.

c. “Raptor” means a bird of any Accipitriform, Falconiform, or Strigiform species described
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 50, Part
10 (50 CFR 810.12 and 50 CFR 8§810.13), as restricted by the list contained in 5 AAC
92.037 and Table 1.

d. “Eyas” means a raptor from the wild in its first year that is not yet capable of flight.

e. “Passage bird” means a raptor from the wild in its first year that is capable of sustained
flight.

f. “Permittee” means a person who takes, transports, or possesses a raptor for falconry or
for the practice of falconry under a falconry permit issued in accordance with the
falconry standards in this section of this manual.

g. “Transfer of raptor” means to transfer or change the possession of a raptor from one
permittee to another permittee; transfers include the sale, barter, or exchange of a raptor
for anything of value.

h. “Year” means any 12-month period for take defined by the state for determining
possession and take of raptors for falconry.

Falconry Permits

2.

A person may not take, transport, or possess a raptor for falconry or for the practice of
falconry in Alaska without possessing a valid falconry permit issued by the department, or a
valid falconry permit issued by another state or country for a maximum of 30 days after
entering Alaska.

A falconry permit is nontransferable. When accompanied by a current Alaska hunting
license issued to the permittee, a falconry permit authorizes the permittee to hunt game in
compliance with seasons, bag limits, and other provisions of law. Special or written
permission is not required for falconry activities on public lands where it is authorized, but
permittees must comply with all applicable federal, state, territorial or tribal laws regarding
falconry activities, including hunting. Falconry permits do not authorize capture or release of
raptors or the practice of falconry on public lands if prohibited on those lands, or on private
property, without permission from the landowner or custodian.
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A falconry permit is valid from the date issued through the 31st day of January of the third
calendar year following the year of issue, unless the department specifies a shorter period on
the permit.

Representatives of the department may, during business hours on any day of the week, at
times mutually agreed upon by the state and permittees, and only in the presence of
permittees, inspect falconry raptor(s), facilities, equipment, and records. If inspections reveal
raptors in poor condition as a result of permittees’ negligence, if facilities are determined
inadequate, or if permittees violate any other provisions of the falconry standards in this
section of this manual, the department may revoke permits.

Falconry permits are issued for apprentice, general, and master class falconers.
a. Apprentice class permits are issued with the following conditions:

(1) A permittee may not possess more than one raptor at any time, may not take a
nestling raptor from the wild, nor obtain more than one raptor for replacement during
any 12-month period; and

(2) A permittee may take, transport, or possess all authorized species and hybrids
contained in 5 AAC 92.037 and Table 1.

b. General class permits are issued with the following conditions:

(1) A permittee may not possess more than three raptors at any time nor obtain more
than two raptors, whether for initial stocking or for replacement of raptors already
possessed under a permit, during any 12-month period;

(2) A permittee may take, transport, or possess all authorized species contained in 5
AAC 92.037 and Table 1.

(3) An interspecific hybrid raptor may not be flown free unless the permittee first
attaches to the bird at least two radio transmitters designed to track the bird if it is
lost.

c. Master class permits are issued with the following conditions:

(1) A permittee may not possess more than five wild-taken raptors at any time, three of
which may be eagles, but may possess any number of captive-bred raptors. During
any 12-month period, a permittee may not obtain more than two raptors taken from
the wild,;

(2) A permittee may take, transport, or possess all authorized species contained in 5
AAC 92.037 and Table 1.
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(3) An interspecific hybrid raptor may not be flown free unless the permittee first
attaches to the bird at least two radio transmitters designed to track the bird if it is
lost.

Federal regulations contain additional provisions and restrictions for eagles:
a. Master falconers may possess up to 3 golden eagles.

b. The department must document the following before approving requests to possess
eagles for use in falconry:

(1) the applicant’s experience in handling large raptors, including information
about the species handled and the type and duration of the activity claimed as
pertinent experience; and
(2) at least two letters of reference from people with experience handling
and/or flying large raptors such as eagles, ferruginous hawks (Buteo regalis),
goshawks (Accipiter gentilis), or great horned owls (Bubo virginianus). Each
letter must contain a concise history of the author’s experience with large
raptors which may include, but is not limited to, rehabilitating large raptors,
scientific studies involving large raptors, or handling of raptors held by zoos
and/or rehabilitation operations. Each letter must also assess the applicant’s
ability to care for eagles and fly them in falconry.

c. White-tailed eagles, Steller’s sea-eagles, or golden eagles count as wild-taken
raptors permittees may possess. (Note — sea eagles are not permitted for take by
Alaska regulation).

d. Master falconers authorized to possess golden eagles may take one or two
immature or sub-adult golden eagles from the wild as provided in 50 CFR 22.23.

e. Permittees must send the entire bodies of falconry golden eagles that die, including
all feathers, talons, and other parts, to the National Eagle Repository.

Permittees must ensure falconry activities do not cause the take of federally listed threatened
or endangered wildlife. “Take” under the Endangered Species Act (50 CFR 83(18)) means
“to harasss, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, Kill, trap, capture, or collect or attempt to engage in
any such conduct.” Within this definition, to “harass” means any act that may injure wildlife
by disrupting normal behavior, including breeding, feeding, or sheltering. To “harm” means
an act that actually kills or injures wildlife (50 CFR 817.3). Contact the department to obtain
information about endangered or threatened species in Alaska or on lands permittees wish to
practice falconry; contact the USFWS for information on federally listed species.

Hacking, or temporary release to the wild, is an allowable method of conditioning raptors for
falconry. Only general and master class falconers may hack raptors.

a. Raptors at hack count against permittees’ possession limits.
b. Interspecific hybrid raptors and non-native species/subspecies shall not be placed
at hack.

19
Falconry Tab

51 of 137



821
822
823
824
825
826
827
828
829
830
831
832
833
834
835
836
837
838
839
840
841
842
843
844
845
846
847
848
849
850
851
852
853
854
855
856
857
858
859
860
861
862
863
864
865
866
867

c. Permittees may not hack falconry raptors near nesting areas of federally designated
threatened or endangered bird species, or in other locations where raptors are
likely to disturb, harm, or take federally listed threatened or endangered animal
species. Permittees should contact the department and/or the USFWS regional
office before hacking falconry birds to prevent adverse encounters with listed
wildlife.

10. Permittees may use acceptable falconry practices such as, but not limited to, the use of
creance (tethered) flying, lures, balloons, and kites in training and conditioning falconry
raptors. Permittees may fly falconry raptors at bird species not protected by the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act and at captive-raised animals subject to 5 AAC 92.029.

11. The commissioner may add to a permit other conditions the commissioner determines are
necessary under the circumstances in order to protect raptors that are to be taken, transported,
or possessed under the permit.

Falconry Permit Requirements and Application Procedures
12. All falconers must:

a. complete and submit an application form from the department, co-signed by a parent or
legal guardian if the applicant is under 18 years of age;

b." prove they have either passed the falconry examination administered by the department
or have previously held a falconry permit and held birds at the sought level.

c. presentan original, signed certification of particular familiarity with 50 CFR §10.13 (the
list of migratory bird species to which the Migratory Bird Treaty Act applies, 50 CFR
813 (general permit regulations), 50 CFR 8§21 (migratory bird permits), and 50 CFR 8§22
(eagle permits). This certification is incorporated into the department’s application form
and is worded as follows:

I certify that | have read and am familiar with the
regulations in title 50, part 13, of the Code of
Federal Regulations and the other applicable
parts in subchapter B of chapter 1 of title 50, and
that the information | have submitted is complete
and accurate to the best of my knowledge and
belief. | understand that any false statement
herein may subject me to the criminal penalties
of 18 U.S.C. 1001.

d. at least 30 days before acquiring a bird, have their raptor housing facilities and

equipment inspected and approved by the ADF&G falconry representative for that
region; and
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13.

14.

15.

e. submit falconry permit applications to the ADF&G Permits Section. An application form
is included in the Alaska Falconry Manual and forms are also available from the Permits
Section or the regional offices of the department.

New (apprentice) falconers must:
a. be at least 12 years of age;

b. be sponsored by general or master class falconers who are at least 18 years old and have
at least 2 years’ experience at the general falconer level,

c. answer correctly at least 80% of the questions on a supervised examination administered
by ADF&G staff (applicants failing the examination may retake a similar test after
waiting at least 30 days, but applicants may not take the examination more than twice
during any six-month period); and

d. provide a letter froma master or general class falconer 18 years of age or older stating he
or she has agreed to assist the applicant in learning about the husbandry and training of
raptors held for falconry and about relevant wildlife laws and regulations, and in deciding
what species of raptor is appropriate to possess while an apprentice.

Requirements and procedures for renewing a permit:

a. Torenew a falconry permit, a permittee must request renewal and pay all applicable fees;
requests for renewal must be submitted at least 20 days prior to expiration of current
permits (by January 10™); check with ADF&G Permits Section for current fee schedule.
A permit will not be renewed unless the permittee has complied with all reporting
requirements and other provisions of the falconry standards in this manual.

b. Renewal permits are valid from the date issued through the 31st day of January of the
third calendar year following the year of issue, unless the department specifies a shorter
period on the permit.

Requirements and procedures for reinstating a lapsed permit:

a. Ifapermit has lapsed for fewer than 5 years, it may be reinstated at the level an applicant
held previously with proof of certification at that level.

b. If a permit has lapsed for 5 years or longer, an applicant must correctly answer at least 80
percent of the questions on an examination administered by the department. If the
applicant passes the exam, the permit may be reinstated at the level previously held. An
applicant’s facilities must pass department inspection before a permittee may possess a
falconry bird.

c. If a permit has been revoked, the department may restore the person’s permit at the end
of the revocation period upon request of the person whose permit was revoked.
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16. Requirements and procedures for upgrading a permit:

a.

To upgrade a falconry permit, a permittee must present a written request for an upgrade
to the ADF&G Permits Section. The request must include a summary of birds held
including species and number of months each was held and copies of Forms 3-186A
and/or Annual Reports to verify time with birds in possession (only time with a bird in
possession counts as experience). An apprentice falconer must also present a letter of
recommendation from his or her sponsor supporting the upgrade and attesting the
applicant has practiced falconry with raptors taken from the wild at the apprentice level
for at least two years, including maintaining, training, flying, and hunting the raptor(s)
for an average of six months per year, with at least four months in each year. General
class falconers must be at least 16 years of age. Applicants seeking upgrade to master
class must attest to having practiced falconry at the general level for at least five years.

Requests for upgrade will be granted at the discretion of the department. Requests may
be denied due to failure to comply with permit conditions and reporting requirements,
substandard raptor housing facilities, birds that are in poor condition, or losses or deaths
of raptors in the applicant’s care.

Upgrades may be requested at any time and there is no fee to upgrade an existing permit.
The existing permit will be re-issued at the higher class level and will retain the original
expiration date.

17. Requirements and procedures to transfer falconry permits from other states:

a.

b.

The procedures for transferring permits from other states are the same as for new
falconers, except, that no sponsors are required for general and master class permittees,
and falconers must present copies of current falconry permits along with applications, to
be considered for a general or master class permit.

Alaska falconry permits issued to falconers from other states will be issued at the
apprentice class level unless falconers present documentation (Forms 3-186A or Annual
Reports) establishing the requisite experience to qualify at higher class levels.

18. Requirements and procedures for non-U.S. visitors practicing falconry in Alaska:

a.

Non-U.S. visitors to Alaska who present valid falconry permits from their country of
origin may qualify for temporary falconry permits appropriate to their levels of
experience.

i. Temporary falconry permits may be valid for any period specified by the department.
ii. To demonstrate knowledge of U.S. and Alaska falconry laws and regulations, visitors
must correctly answer at least 80 percent of the questions on the Alaska falconry

exam administered by the department. If visitors pass the examination, the
department will determine the level of permit for which visitors are qualified, based
on visitors’ documentation of their falconry experience.

ili. Persons holding temporary falconry permits may possess raptors for falconry if they
have approved falconry facilities and fly raptors held for falconry by permitted
falconers.
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iv. Persons holding temporary falconry permits may not take birds from the wild to use
in falconry.

b. For the duration of their temporary falconry permits, visitors may use any birds for
falconry they possess legally in their countries of residence for that purpose, provided
import of those species to the U.S. is not prohibited, and provided they have met all
permitting requirements of their countries of residence, and all of the import/export
requirements.

i.  Visitors must comply with the provisions of this Manual, the state of Alaska, and all
states through which they travel with falconry raptors.

ii. Visitors may transport registered raptors; visitors may need one or more additional
permits to bring raptors into the U.S. or to return home with them. Please see 50
CFR 814 (importation, exportation, and transportation of wildlife), 50 CFR 815
(Wild Bird Conservation Act), 50 CFR 817 (endangered and threatened species), 50
CFR 821 (migratory bird import and export permits), and 50 CFR 823 (endangered
species convention) for details.

iii. Unless visitors have the necessary permits to bring raptors into the U.S. and leave
them here, they must take the raptors brought into the country for falconry out of the
country when they leave. -If raptors brought into the U.S. die or are lost while in this
country, visitors must document the losses before leaving the U.S. by reporting losses
to the department.

iv. When flown free, falconry raptors brought to the U.S. temporarily must wear two
functioning radio transmitters designed to track the birds if lost.

V. The commissioner may impose additional restrictions on non-U.S. residents
practicing falconry or importing raptors for falconry

19. Updating a falconry permit after a move:
a. Ifa permittee moves to a new state or outside the jurisdiction of the department and takes

falconry raptors along, the permittee must concurrently inform the department and the
permitting authority for the new place of residence of the address change. To obtain a
new falconry permit, permittees must follow the permit application procedures of the
authority under which the permittee wishes to acquire a new permit. Permittees may
keep falconry raptors while applying for a new falconry permit, although the new
jurisdiction into which the permittee moves may place restrictions on possession of
falconry raptors until the permittee meets local residency requirements.

Temporary Facilities

20. A permittee shall provide all raptors being transported or held in a temporary facility with
safe, humane housing and shall protect the raptors from extreme temperatures and excessive
disturbance. A person may not hold a raptor in a temporary facility for longer than 60 days.

Markers

21. a. Before taking a goshawk, Harris’ hawk, peregrine falcon, or gyrfalcon from the wild, or
acquiring one from a rehabilitator, a permittee shall first obtain a U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service marker band issued in the permittee’s name. Upon taking a goshawk, Harris’ hawk,
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peregrine falcon or gyrfalcon, a permittee shall immediately attach the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service marker band to the raptor. The marker band may not be removed, except that the
rear tab may be removed and any imperfections on the surface may be smoothed if the
integrity of the marker and numbering are not affected.

b. In addition to banding, a permittee may purchase and implant an ISO (International
Organization for Standardization)-compliant (134.2 kHz) microchip in a bird. A permittee
must report the band number and/or microchip information when reporting acquisition of a
bird.

c. A raptor bred in captivity must be banded with a seamless metal USFWS marker band or
carry an implanted ISO-compliant microchip. If a permittee must remove a seamless band or
if it is lost, the permittee must report it and request a replacement USFWS non-reusable
marker, or implant an 1ISO-compliant microchip. Wild-origin raptors may not be banded
with seamless metal USFWS marker bands.

d. If a marker band must be removed or is lost from a raptor in a permittee’s possession, a
permittee must report within five days, and do one of the following:

i. Request a USFWS non-reusable marker band from the department. The
permittee must submit the required information immediately upon re-banding the
raptor at http://permits.fws.gov/186A or by submitting a paper or electronic form
3-186A to the department at dfg.dwc.permits@alaska.gov.

li. Purchase and implant an ISO-compliant (134.2 kHz) microchip in the raptor
and report the microchip information at http://permits.fws.gov/186A or by
submitting a paper form 3-186A to the department at
dfg.dwec.permits@alaska.gov.

e. Permittees may not alter, deface, or counterfeit marker bands, nor attach them to raptors
other than the individuals to which marker bands were initially attached.

Taking of Raptors

22.

Take of any raptor species must be in compliance with these standards. Eyas and passage
birds may be taken any day of the year. Except for American kestrels and great horned owls,
raptors over one year of age may not be taken. Actively breeding birds, including those in
immature plumage, may not be taken. An eyas may be taken only by general or master class
falconers; at least one nestling must be left in any nest from which a bird is removed.
Permittees may not intentionally capture raptor species not allowed by their classifications
for possession for falconry. Permittees unintentionally or otherwise capturing raptors not
allowed must immediately release them.

a. Permittees may take no more than two raptors from the wild each year for use in falconry;
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23.

b. If a permittee transfers a raptor taken from the wild to another permittee in the same year
in which the raptor was taken, that bird will count as a raptor the permittee took from the
wild that year. It will not count as a raptor taken from the wild by the recipient permittee, but
it will always be considered a wild-origin bird. No matter how long wild-taken raptors are
held in captivity or whether they are transferred to other permittees or permit types, they are
always considered as wild-taken birds. Such birds are considered taken from the wild only
by the permittees who originally captured them, not by any subsequent permittees to whom
they are legally transferred.

c. A permittee taking possession of a raptor for falconry purposes, who is present at the
capture site, even if another person captures the raptor, is considered the person who removes
the bird from the wild and is responsible for reporting that take.

d. If a permittee seeking possession of a falconry raptor is not at the immediate location
where a raptor is taken from the wild, the person who removes the bird from the wild must
be a general or master class permittee, and must report take of the bird, even if it is promptly
transferred to the recipient permittee. When the permittee capturing the raptor transfers it to
the absent permittee, both must report the transfer. The bird will count as one of the two
raptors the permittee who took it from the wild is allowed to capture in any one year. The
raptor will not count as a capture by the recipient permittee.

e. A permittee with a long-term physical disability preventing direct capture of a species
allowed for falconry by that permittee may designate a general or master class falconer to
take a raptor on their behalf. When a raptor is taken from the wild, the disabled permittee is
responsible for reporting the take, and the bird will count as one of the two raptors he/she is
allowed to capture in any one year.

f. General or master class permittees may take no more than one raptor of a threatened
species from the wild each year as long as; 1) federal regulations allow take, 2) the permittee
obtains a federal endangered species permit to do so, and 3) the permittee complies with
applicable state, territorial, or tribal regulations regarding take of that species.

Permittees must comply with the following notification requirements when taking raptors for
falconry:

a. Regional falconry representatives and department offices where permittees must report
their planned and completed taking activities:

a) Region I, Game Management Units 1 - 5: ADF&G, Division of Wildlife
Conservation, Region I, P.O. Box 110024, Douglas, AK 99811-0024;
(i) Regional Falconry Rep: Rich Lowell, ADF&G, P.O. Box 667 Petersburg,
AK 99833, (907) 772-5235.

b) Region Il, Game Management Units 6, 7, 8, 14(C), and 15: ADF&G, Division of
Wildlife Conservation, Region 11, 333 Raspberry Road, Anchorage, AK 99518-1599;
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b.

d.

(i) Regional Falconry Rep: Marian Snively, ADF&G, 333 Raspberry Rd.,
Anchorage, AK 99518, (907) 267-2893.

c) Region 111, Game Management Units 12, 19, 20, 21, 24, 25, 26B, and 26C: ADF&G,
Division of Wildlife Conservation, Region I1l, 1300 College Road, Fairbanks, AK
99701-1551;

(i) Regional Falconry Rep: Travis Booms, ADF&G 1300 College Rd.,
Fairbanks, AK 99701, (907) 459-7378.

d) Region IV, Game Management Units 9, 10, 11, 13, 14(A), 14(B), 16, and 17:
ADF&G, Division of Wildlife Conservation, Region 1V, 1800 Glenn Highway Suite
4, Palmer, AK 99645-6736;
(i) Regional Falconry Rep: Marian Snively, ADF&G, 333 Raspberry Rd.,
Anchorage, AK 99518, (907) 267-2893.

e) Region V, Game Management Units 18, 22, 23 and 26A: ADF&G, Division of
Wildlife Conservation, Region V, Pouch 1148, Nome, AK 99762; and
(i) Regional Falconry Rep: Peter Bente, ADF&G, PO Box 1148, Nome, AK
99762, (907) 443-8188.

f) Headquarters Office, State copy of form 3-186A: ADF&G, Permits Section,
Division of Wildlife Conservation, P.O. Box 115526, Juneau, AK 99811-5526.
(i) Permits Section: (907) 465-4148.

At least 10 days before taking any raptor from the wild, a permittee must notify:

(1) the department regional falconry representative in the intended area of take of the
permittee’s planned taking activities, including the area, species, and timing of take;
and

(2) the nearest department office in the intended area of take of the permittee’s planned
taking activities, including the area, species, and timing of take.

Within 10 days after taking any raptor, a permittee must:

(1) notify the department regional falconry representative in the area of take of the
permittee’s completed taking activities, including the specific location, date, species,
age (if known) and sex (if known) of take;

(2) present other information related to the taking, as requested by the department;

(3) and submit a completed federal form 3-186A (Migratory Bird Acquisition/
Disposition Report) to the ADF&G Permits Section in Juneau.

Golden Eagle Take — Falconers desiring to take a golden eagle are advised to contact
both the department and USFWS at least 90 days prior to any planned take. There are
special provisions for take in designated areas that are administered by the USFWS.
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24.

25.

26.

Permittees may recapture raptors wearing seamless metal bands, transmitters, falconry
equipment, or other items identifying them as falconry or captive-bred birds at any time,
even if they are not allowed to possess the species. Birds will not count against permittees’
possession limits, nor will their take count against permittees’ annual wild take limits.
Recaptures must be reported to the state no more than five business days after the recapture.
Permittees must return recaptured falconry raptors to the permittees who lost them, if those
people may legally possess them. Disposition of raptors whose legal possession cannot be
determined will be at the discretion of the department. While permittees keeping birds for
return to the permittees who lost them, those birds will neither count against permittees’
possession limits nor limits on take of raptors from the wild, but permittees must report
possession of such raptors to the department within five business days.

Permittees may take from the wild raptors of species they are authorized to possess that are
banded with Federal Bird Banding Laboratory aluminum bands. However, permittees may
not take banded peregrine falcons from the wild.

a. Permittees capturing peregrine falcons marked with research bands or research
markings must immediately release them, except falcons wearing transmitters may be
held for up to 30 days in order to contact researchers to determine if transmitters or
batteries warrant replacement. Researchers may choose to replace transmitters or
batteries, or remove transmitters. Researchers, their designees, or falconry
permittees authorized by researchers may conduct this work. If researchers choose,
transmitters may be removed and falcons transferred to permittees, who may keep
such birds if captured in circumstances allowing capture of wild peregrines.

b. If captured raptors have bands, research markings, or transmitters attached,
permittees must promptly report band numbers and all relevant information to the
Federal Bird Banding Laboratory at 1-800-327-2263.

c. Permittees may contact researchers to determine if they wish to replace transmitters
or batteries on captured birds. If so, permittees are authorized to possess such raptors
for up to 30 days until the researchers, their designees, or authorized permittees
completes the replacements. Disposition of such raptors will be at the discretion of
the researchers and the department.

d. Such birds held temporarily will not count against permittees’ possession or annual
wild take limits for falconry raptors.

Permittees are responsible for costs of care and rehabilitation of raptors injured by their
trapping efforts.

a. Permittees may place raptors injured by trapping efforts on their falconry permits, and
must report take to the department within 10 days using federal form 3-186A. After
reporting, permittees may have birds treated by veterinarians or permitted wildlife
rehabilitators. Such birds count against possession and annual wild take limits.

b. Permittees may give raptors injured by trapping efforts directly to veterinarians,
permitted wildlife rehabilitators, or appropriate wildlife agency employees. Such birds
do not count against possession and annual wild take limits.
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27. Permittees may acquire raptors of any age of species they are allowed to possess directly from
rehabilitators. Transfer to falconry permittees is at the discretion of the rehabilitators.

a. Permittees must report acquisitions from rehabilitators within 10 days of the
transactions using federal form 3-186A.

b. Raptors acquired from rehabilitators count against possession and annual wild take
limits.

Import/Export

28.

29.

30.

A permit from ADF&G is required to permanently export a raptor and to temporarily or
permanently import a raptor. A permittee shall contact the ADF&G Permits Section at least
10 days before exporting a raptor and at least 30 days before importing a raptor into Alaska.
Permittees may not permanently export raptors taken from the wild in Alaska unless; 1) those
permittees have legally possessed the bird in the state for at least one year and 2) have met
the definition of Alaska resident in AS 16.05.415 for at least one year prior to the export (i.e,
resided in the state for two years). If the department determines it necessary to conserve or
protect raptors in the state, or if the person desiring to import or export a raptor has not fully
complied with the conditions or requirements of the falconry standards in this manual, the
department may disapprove the import or export of a raptor.

A person who legally possesses a raptor under an Alaska falconry permit and who has met
the definition of Alaska Resident in AS 16.05.415 for at least one year may temporarily
export the raptor from Alaska for a period of not longer than 12 months. A permittee shall
notify the regional falconry representative of the temporary export of a raptor at least 10 days
before leaving Alaska, shall provide the date of departure and anticipated date of return, and
shall notify the department’s regional falconry representative within 10 days after returning
the raptor to Alaska.

An Alaska falconry permit authorizes a permittee who legally possesses a raptor for falconry
and who has met the definition of Alaska Resident in AS 16.05.415 for at least one year to
export and then import such a raptor for falconry to another country to use in falconry
without an additional migratory bird import/export permit issued under 50 CFR §21.21,
providing the permittee:

a. meets any requirements in 50 CFR 814 subpart B;

b. holds necessary additional permits to take a bird from the U.S. or return home with it
(see 50 CFR 815 (Wild Bird Conservation Act), 50 CFR 8§17 (endangered and
threatened species, and 50 CFR 8§23 (endangered species convention));

c. brings any raptor taken out of the country for falconry back to the U.S. when he or she
returns, unless he or she holds the necessary permit(s) to permanently export a raptor;

d. covers each raptor with a CITES certificate of ownership issued under 50 CFR 823,
holds full documentation of lawful origin of each raptor (e.g., a copy of a propagation
report or federal form 3-186A), and identifies each raptor with a seamless numbered
band, a permanent non-reusable, numbered USFWS leg band, or implanted microchip;
and

28
Falconry Tab

60 of 137



1242
1243
1244
1245
1246
1247
1248
1249
1250
1251
1252
1253
1254
1255
1256
1257
1258
1259
1260
1261
1262
1263
1264
1265
1266
1267
1268
1269
1270
1271
1272
1273
1274
1275
1276
1277
1278
1279
1280
1281
1282
1283
1284
1285
1286
1287

31.

e. reports death or loss of a raptor immediately upon return to the U.S. and in the manner
required by the department and in accordance with conditions of the CITES certificate.
The permittee need not bring back the body of a dead raptor.

A person possessing a valid falconry permit issued by a U.S. state, territory, or tribe may
possess and transport for falconry purposes a lawfully possessed raptor through other states
or U.S. territories. Any state, territory, or tribe may further regulate such transport. A person
with a permit for falconry in another state may temporarily import a raptor into Alaska
subject to an import permit issued by ADF&G and use it for falconry for up to 60 days after
the date of import under that falconry permit. If a person who temporarily imports a raptor
intends to keep that raptor in Alaska longer than 60 days after the date of import, the person
must, within 30 days of the date of import, apply for an Alaska falconry permit, deliver to the
department any falconry permit issued for the raptor by another state, and certify in writing
that the person intends to become a resident of Alaska.

Transfer of Raptors

32.

33.

A person may not sell, barter, or exchange for anything of value a wild-taken raptor held
under a falconry permit. A permittee may sell, purchase, or barter, or offer to sell, purchase
or barter a captive-bred raptor marked with a seamless band to another permittee authorized
to possess it. A permittee shall notify the regional falconry representative at least 10 days
before permanently transferring a raptor to another permittee. There is no restriction on the
number of wild-taken or captive-bred raptors transferred to a permittee, except permittees
may not exceed possession or annual wild take limits. A person who acquires or disposes of a
raptor shall submit federal form 3-186A (Migratory Bird Acquisition/Disposition Report) to
the ADF&G Permits Section within 10 days after the acquisition or disposal. A person may
not permanently transfer possession of a raptor originally taken from the wild in Alaska to a
person located outside of Alaska.

Under some circumstances, permittees may transfer a raptor to another permit type if the
recipient permittee holds the necessary permits for the other activity and is authorized to
possess the bird. Transfers must be reported within 10 days to the department using federal
form 3-186A.

a. Permittees may transfer wild-taken falconry birds to raptor propagation permits after
birds have been used in falconry for at least two years, or at least one year for sharp-
shinned hawks, Cooper’s hawks, merlins, or American kestrels. When transferring such
birds, permittees must provide a copy of the federal form 3-186A documenting acquisition
of the bird by propagators to the federal migratory bird permit office administering the
propagation permits.

b. Permittees may transfer wild-taken raptors to other permit types in less than two years,
or one year for sharp-shinned hawks, Cooper’s hawks, merlins, or American kestrels, if
the birds have been injured and veterinarians or permitted wildlife rehabilitators have
determined the birds can no longer be flown in falconry.
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34.

35.

i. When transferring birds, permittees must provide copies of the federal forms
3-186A documenting acquisition of the birds to the federal migratory bird permit
office administering the propagation permits.

ii. When transferring birds, permittees must provide copies of the certifications from
veterinarians or permitted wildlife rehabilitators who have determined the birds can
no longer be flown in falconry to the federal migratory bird permit office
administering the propagation permits.

c. Permittees may transfer captive-bred falconry raptors to holders of other permit types if
they are authorized to possess the birds.

A person may care for a permittee’s raptor if, during the time of care, the person holds a
written authorization signed by the permittee. Raptors must remain on the permittee’s
falconry permit and remain in the permittee’s facilities. Care may be extended indefinitely in
extenuated circumstances such as illness, family emergency, and military service. The
person providing care may not fly permitted raptors for any reason. If the period of care will
exceed 45 days, the permittee shall notify the regional falconry representative in writing
within three days after transferring care of the raptor. The permittee shall inform the regional
falconry representative of the location where the raptor will be held, the reason for the
transfer, the name of the person who is caring for the raptor, and how many days the raptor
will be in the transferee’s care.

A surviving spouse, executor, administrator, or other legal representative of a deceased
falconry permittee may transfer any bird held by the permittee to another authorized
permittee within 90 days of the death of the falconry permittee. After 90 days, disposition of
any bird held under the permit is at the discretion of the department.

Release, Loss or Death of Raptors

36.

37.

Release - Only a raptor originally taken from the wild in Alaska may be intentionally
released to the wild. Before intentionally releasing a raptor to the wild, a permittee must
notify the regional falconry representative and must remove the USFWS or ADF&G marker
from the raptor. Permittees must release birds back to the wild only at appropriate times of
year and in appropriate locations. A permittee must submit federal form 3-186A (Migratory
Bird Acquisition/Disposition Report) to the ADF&G Permits Section upon any loss, escape,
release, or death of the permittee’s raptor within 10 days after that event. A permittee must
deliver the marker from a dead or released raptor to the regional falconry representative
within 15 days after the death or release of the raptor to the wild.

Loss - A permittee may retrap a marked raptor that is accidentally lost to the wild within five
days after its loss without notifying the regional falconry representative. If the permittee
intends to retrap the raptor more than five days after its loss, the permittee must notify the
regional falconry representative that the raptor has been lost and that the permittee intends to
recapture it. If a permittee recaptures the raptor, previously reported to the department as
lost, the permittee must notify the department within 10 days after the recapture.

Recapturing marked raptors is not considered take of a bird from the wild.
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38.

39.

Imping

40.

Theft - Thefts of raptors must be reported to the department on federal form 3-186A and to
the USFWS regional law enforcement office within 10 days of the theft.

Record Keeping - Permittees acquiring, transferring, rebanding, microchipping raptors or
reporting loss to the wild (>30 days), theft, or death of a falconry raptor must retain copies of
all electronic database submissions (forms 3-186A etc.) documenting the event for at least
five years after the event.

Use/Disposal of Raptors that Die - For falconry raptors that die, permittees may donate the
bodies or feathers of any species (except eagles) to persons or institutions authorized by
permit to acquire and possess such parts or feathers or to persons or institutions exempt
under 50 CFR 821.12. The bodies, feathers, talons, and other parts of golden eagles
possessed under falconry permits must be sent to the National Eagle Repository.
a. Permittees may keep the bodies of raptors banded or microchipped prior to death,
except those of golden eagles. Bodies may be kept so feathers are available for imping.
Bodies may be mounted by taxidermists for use in presenting conservation education
programs. Marker bands must remain in place on the bodies of birds that were banded,;
microchips must remain in place in birds with implanted microchips.
b. Permittees not wishing to donate bird bodies or keep them themselves must burn, bury,
or otherwise destroy them within 10 days of death or after final veterinary examination to
determine cause of death. Because carcasses of euthanized raptors could pose a risk of
secondary poisoning of eagles and other scavengers, permittees must take appropriate
precautions to avoid such poisonings.
c. Permittees may possess flight feathers of falconry raptors that die for as long as they
hold valid falconry permits. Permittees may not buy, sell, or barter such feathers and must
keep paperwork documenting the acquisition of the birds from which they came.

A permittee may retain or exchange feathers that are molted or feathers from raptors that die

in captivity only for imping purposes under the following conditions:

a. permittees may possess flight feathers for each species of raptor they possess or
previously held for as long as they hold valid falconry permits;

b. permittees may receive feathers for imping from other permitted falconers, wildlife
rehabilitators, or raptor propagators in the United States, and may give feathers to them;

c. permittees may not buy, sell, or barter imping feathers;

d. permittees may donate feathers from falconry birds, except golden eagle feathers, to any
persons or institutions with valid permits to have them, or to anyone exempt from the
permit requirement under 50 CFR 821.12;

e. except for primary or secondary flight feathers or rectrices from golden eagles, permittees
are not required to gather feathers molted or otherwise lost by falconry birds. Permittees
may leave feathers where they fall, store them for imping, or destroy them;

f. permittees must collect molted primary and secondary flight feathers and rectrices from
golden eagles;

g. molted primary and secondary flight feathers and rectrices from golden eagles not kept for
imping must be sent to the National Eagle Repository at this address: U.S. Fish and
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Wildlife Service, National Eagle Repository, Rocky Mountain Arsenal, Building 128,
Commerce City, CO 80022. The telephone number at the Repository is 303-287-2110;

h. permittees are asked, but are not required to, send all other feathers, including body
feathers, collected from falconry golden eagles and not needed for imping, to the
National Eagle Repository; and

i. if falconry permits expire or are revoked, permittees must donate the feathers of any
species of falconry raptor except golden eagle to any persons or institutions authorized by
permit to acquire and possess the feathers, or are exempt from the permit requirement
under 50 CFR §21.12. Feathers not donated must be burned, buried, or otherwise
destroyed.

Captive Propagation

41.

Unless a person holds a propagation permit issued by the department, the person may not
breed raptors in captivity for falconry. Propagation permits are issued under the following
conditions:

a. The department may issue a propagation permit only to a person who:
1) holds a federal raptor propagation permit,
2) holds an Alaska master class falconry permit, and
3) passes an inspection of facilities with the following guidelines:
i) adequate chamber size,
i) double-door access to prevent escape,
1ii) any window protected on the inside with vertical bars,
iv) adequate padded perches,
V) adequate roof covering of chain-link or welded wire material,
vi) adequate floor covering [straw and/or sawdust are not suitable],
vii) adequate protection from the elements.

b. A propagation permittee may acquire no more than two wild-origin birds within a calendar
year. A propagation permittee may have no more than 12 birds for breeding that include
first-generation captive progeny and wild-origin birds. A propagation permittee will
have no limit on the number of second or later generation captive-bred progeny held in
captive propagation. A raptor held under a propagation permit does not count as one of
the three raptors that may be held under a falconry permit.

c. Raptors possessed for falconry may be used in captive propagation if falconry permittees
or permitted raptor propagators hold the necessary permits. Falconry raptors need not be
transferred to propagation permits if used in captive propagation fewer than eight months
in a year, but must be transferred if permanently used in captive propagation.

d. The propagation permittee may sell, barter, or exchange for anything of value first or later
generation captive-bred progeny to any person holding a falconry license or raptor
propagation permit within Alaska or outside of Alaska. The propagation permittee must
dispose of captive-bred progeny within one year after hatching. Captive-bred progeny
not sold or transferred as described in this subsection may be transferred or otherwise
disposed of only with the written approval of the department.

32
Falconry Tab

64 of 137



1429
1430
1431
1432
1433
1434
1435
1436
1437
1438
1439
1440
1441
1442
1443
1444
1445
1446
1447
1448
1449
1450
1451
1452
1453
1454
1455
1456
1457
1458
1459
1460
1461
1462
1463
1464
1465
1466
1467
1468
1469
1470
1471
1472
1473
1474
1475

e. A raptor that originated from the wild in Alaska and is held under a propagation permit
may not be exported from the state.

Conservation Education

42.

43.

Permittees may use falconry raptors in conservation programs presented in public venues,
under the following conditions:

a. raptors must be used primarily for falconry;

b. permittees must present information about falconry and the biology, ecological roles, and
conservation needs of raptors and other migratory birds; although not all topics must be
addressed in every presentation;

c. permittees may not present programs that do not address falconry and conservation
education;

d. apprentice class permittees may present conservation programs only under the direct
supervision of a general or master falconer;

e. permittees may charge fees for presentation of conservation education programs, but fees
may not exceed amounts to recoup costs associated with attending the presentation; and

f. permittees are responsible for all liability associated with conservation education
activities undertaken.

Permittees may allow photography, filming, video recording, or other such uses of falconry
raptors to make movies or other sources of information on the practice of falconry or on the
biology, ecological roles, and conservation needs of raptors and other migratory birds, under
the following conditions:

a. permittees may not be paid for such activities;

b. falconry raptors may not be used to make movies, commercials, or in other commercial
ventures that are not related to falconry or conservation education; and

c. falconry raptors may not be used for entertainment, advertisements, promotions or
endorsements of any products, merchandise, goods, services, meetings, exhibitions, or
fairs, or as representations of any businesses, companies, corporations, or organizations.

Rehabilitation

44,

General and master class falconry permittees may assist permitted migratory bird
rehabilitators to condition raptors in preparation for their release to the wild and may keep
birds they are helping to rehabilitate in their facilities, under the following conditions:

a. rehabilitators must provide falconers with letters of forms identifying the birds and
explaining that falconers are assisting in their rehabilitation;

b. falconry permittees need not meet rehabilitation facility standards, only the facility
standards for falconry permits; falconry permittees’ facilities are not subject to inspection
for compliance with rehabilitation facility standards;

c. raptors possessed for rehabilitation purposes need not be added to falconers’ permits; they
remain under the rehabilitators’ permits;
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d. through coordination with rehabilitators, falconers must release all raptors to the wild or
return them to rehabilitators for release within the 180-day timeframe in which
rehabilitators are authorized to possess the birds, unless the issuing office authorizes
retention and conditioning for longer than 180 days, or unless rehabilitators permanently
transfer birds to falconers under their falconry permits; and

e. raptors that cannot be released to the wild must be returned to rehabilitators for placement
within the 180-day timeframe in which rehabilitators are authorized to possess the birds,
unless the issuing office authorizes retention for longer than 180 days.

Abatement

45,

Master class falconry permittees may conduct abatement activities with raptors possessed for
falconry only if they hold Special Purpose Abatement permits. General class falconry
permittees may conduct abatement activities only as subpermittees of Special Purpose
abatement permit holders. Only Special Purpose Abatement permittees may receive payment
for abatement services.
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ALASKA FALCONRY PERMIT APPLICATION

1. NAME

Last First M.L

2. MAILING ADDRESS

Street or P.O. Box

City State Zip

3. TELEPHONE NUMBERS 4. EMAIL ADDRESS

Home Business or Message

5. ALASKA RESIDENT 6. DATE OF BIRTH

[ ]Yes [ ]No Since

7. LOCATION OF FACILITIES 8. DRIVER'’S LICENSE OR 1.D. NUMBER
Street City State Number

9. RAPTORS IN POSSESSION

Species Sex Age Band Number Date Acquired Source (wild or captive-bred)

10A. PERMIT CLASS

10B. APPRENTICE’S SPONSOR

I:' Apprentice Last Name First Telephone
|:| General* Address Class

|:| Master*

11. FALCONRY EXAM/APPROVAL

[] Exam Passed Approved By Date

12. MEWS INSPECTION/APPROVAL

[] Mews Inspected Approved By Date

13. CERTIFICATION

I have read and understand the Alaska Falconry Standards. I certify that I have read and am familiar with the
regulations in title 50, part 13, of the Code of Federal Regulations and the other applicable parts in subchapter B of
chapter 1 of title 50, and that the information I have submitted is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge
and belief. I understand that any false statement herein may subject me to the criminal penalties of 18 U.S.C. 1001.

Applicant’s Signature

Date

*An applicant requesting a general or master class permit must submit a photocopy of the most recently held permit/license

issued from any state or province AND annual falconry reports.

Please mail application and fees to:
ADF&G Wildlife Conservation, Permits Section, P.O. Box 115526, Juneau, AK 99811-5526
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ALASKA FALCONRY ANNUAL REPORT FORM

Name: State Permit No.:
Mailing Address: City: Zip
Telephone No.: (home) (work)

Email: Location of Facilities:

Class (check one) Apprentice [ | General [ | Master [ ]

Permit expiration date: Are you requesting renewal? Yes [ | No [ ]
ANNUAL REPORT for 20
RAPTORS ON HAND AT BEGINNING OF PERMIT YEAR (January 1)
Year Where (GMU subunit) or Date Obtained
Species Marker Sex  Hatched From Whom Obtained month/day/year
Number

_ _//
4 —//
A /]

RAPTORS ACQUIRED DURING 12 MONTHS ENDING DECEMBER 31
(Raptors acquired from the wild or another person)

Year Where (GMU subunit) or Date Obtained
Species Marker Sex  Hatched From Whom Obtained month/day/year

Number

n —/—/—
| —//—
_ —/—/—
_ —/—/—

RAPTORS NO LONGER IN POSSESSION
(since previous annual report)

Year Disposition Date
Species Marker Sex  Hatched Disposition* month/day/year

Number

_ /]
_ /]
_ /]
_ /]

*Disposition (lost, transferred, died, released, stolen): Provide complete details, i.e., where lost or released, to
whom transferred, cause of death, etc.

Signature: Date:

Annual falconry reports are due by January 10. Please mail this report to:
ADF&G Wildlife Conservation, Permits Section, P.O. Box 115526, Juneau, AK 99811-5526
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CONTACT INFORMATION

General requests for information about falconry, appointments to take the falconry examination or have your
facilities inspected, applications for a falconry permit, requests for state markers (bands), and notification of
take or intent to take a raptor from the wild are handled by the regional falconry representative at a regional
office of the Alaska Department of Fish & Game, Division of Wildlife Conservation.

ADF&G/Wildlife Conservation
P.O. Box 115526

Juneau, AK 99811-5526

Phone (907) 465-4190

ADF&G/Wildlife Conservation
333 Raspberry Road
Anchorage, AK 99518-1599
Phone (907) 267-2257

ADF&G/Wildlife Conservation
1800 Glenn Highway, Suite 4
Palmer, AK 99645-6736

ADF&G/Wildlife Conservation
P.O. Box 240020

Douglas, AK 99824-0020
Phone (907) 465-4265

ADF&G/Wildlife Conservation
1300 College Road

Fairbanks, AK 99701-1599
Phone (907) 459-7213

ADF&G/Wildlife Conservation
P.O. Box 1148
Nome, AK 99762-1148

Phone (907) 745-6300 Phone (907) 443-2271

Processing of falconry and state raptor propagation permits, submission of 3-186A forms, requests to import
or permanently export raptors, and information about health certification, disease testing, vaccination, and
other requirements for the importation of raptors are handled by the ADF&G Permit Section.

ADF&G/Wildlife Permit Section
P.O. Box 115526

Juneau, AK 99811-5526

Phone: (907) 465-4148

Email: dfg.dwc.permits@alaska.gov

For information about federal regulations and permitting requirements, contact the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Migratory Bird Permits Office
1011 East Tudor Road
Anchorage, AK 99503
Phone (907) 786-3693
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The Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) administers all programs and activities free from discrimination
based on race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, marital status, pregnancy, parenthood, or disability. The
department administers all programs and activities in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title Il of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Age Discrimination Act
of 1975, and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972.
If you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility please write:

e ADF&G ADA Coordinator, P.O. Box 115526, Juneau, AK 99811-5526

e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4401 N. Fairfax Drive, MS 2042, Arlington, VA 22203

e  Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of the Interior, 1849 C Street NW MS 5230, Washington DC

20240.

The department’s ADA Coordinator can be reached via phone at the following numbers:

e (VOICE) 907-465-6077

e  (Statewide Telecommunication Device for the Deaf) 1-800-478-3648

e  (Juneau TDD) 907-465-3646

e (FAX) 907-465-6078
For information on alternative formats and questions on this publication, please contact the following: Publications
Specialist, ADF&G/Division of Wildlife Conservation, P.O. Box 115526, Juneau, AK 99811-5526, or call 907-465-4176
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CHANGES FROM ALASKA FALCONRY MANUAL NO. 8

General Information

Throughout this new Manual, all references to falconers and their raptors are now expressed in
the singular, as per the preference of the USFWS.

Purpose

Falconry Permits

1. A falconry permit is issued solely by the Commissioner of the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game, not jointly with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service:

2. A falconry permit must be accompanied by a valid, current Alaska hunting license;a falconry
permittee may not take a raptor from the wild without first possessing a valid, current falconry
permit and a valid, current’/Alaska hunting license.

3. A falconry raptor-or raptors, facilities, equipment, and records may be inspected only in the
presence of the permittee, during business hours on any day of the week; and at a time mutually
agreed upon by the state and the permittee.

4. A general or master class permittee may hack, or temporarily release to the wild, a raptor to
condition it.-for falconry.

5. A permittee may use creance (tethered) flying, a lure, balloon, orkite in training and
conditioning afalconry raptor, and may fly a falconry raptor at bird.species.not protected by the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act and at captive-raised animals.

6. A master falconer may hold a maximum of five wild-taken raptors, including up to three
eagles, with nolimit on number of captive-bred raptors held [present. maximum is three birds

total].

7. An interspecific hybrid raptor or a raptor of a species not indigenous to Alaska may not be
flown free, including flying at‘hack, unless the permittee first attaches to the bird at least two
radio transmitters designed to track the bird. if it is lost.

8. A person may not'practice falconry with a raptor of a species not covered by federal and state
falconry requlations without first obtaining an Alaska falconry permit.

Application Procedures

Falconry Examination

9. A falconer moving to Alaska and wishing to acquire an Alaska falconry permit or visiting
Alaska and wishing to acquire a temporary falconry permit must pass an Alaska falconry
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examination. A falconer who previously held an Alaska falconry permit need not pass the
Alaska falconry examination.

10. Added Ronald Stevens’s Observations On Modern Falconry to the list of references.

Facilities and Equipment

11. Raptor housing includes indoor facilities (mews), outdoor enclosures (weathering area) and a
permittee’s residence, provided facilities offer protection from predators and other dangers,
adequate shelter from the elements, appropriate perches, and availability of clean water. Outdoor
facilities are required.

12. A falconry raptor may be kept outside in the open if.it is under watch by a permittee, one of
his or her family members, or, for instance, by a designated individual in a weathering yard. at a

falconry meet.

13. A permittee may keep a falconry raptor inside his or her place of residence provided the bird
has a suitable perch and.is tethered.when not being moved into or out of the permittee’s home.

14. A permittee must notify the department within five business days of-changing the location of
his or her permanent falconry facilities.

Records and Reporting

15. Annual reports are no longer required.

16. Notification of authorities before and after taking a raptor, reporting.a lost or dead raptor,
reporting a lost, damaged, or removed marker band, a change in location of housing facilities, a
change in contact information, and any other official notification of activity carried out under a
falconry permit. may be made electronically;orally, or in writing.. A completed form 3-186A
may be filed electronically or in writing on a paper form. A permittee must retain a copy of each
electronic database submission documenting take, transfer, loss, rebanding, or implanting a
microchip in a falconry raptor until five years after transferring or losing the raptor, or it has
died. A permittee acquiring a raptor; transferring, rebanding, or implanting a microchip in a
raptor; if a permittee’s raptor is.stolen;.if a raptor lost to the wild is not recovered within 30 days;
or if a raptor possessed forfalconry dies; a permittee must report to the department within 10
days using federal form3-186A. These and other natification deadlines are as follows:

e Acquisition/transfer/disposal of a raptor — within 10 days to the department (using federal
form 3-186A (Migratory Bird Acquisition/Disposition Report)) — hereafter, “the
department” means Permits Section at ADF&G headquarters unless otherwise noted;

e Intent to take a raptor from the wild — at least 10 days prior to the department office
nearest area of intended take and the regional falconry representative in the area of take;

e Take of a raptor from the wild — within 10 days to the department and the regional
falconry representative in the area of take;

e Import of a raptor — at least 30 days prior to the department, except at least 10 days for
the return of a raptor of Alaska origin from temporary export;
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e Export of a raptor — at least 10 days prior to the department;

e A marker band is lost or had to be removed — within five days to the department;

e Intentional release of a raptor — prior notification to the regional falconry representative;

e Death, loss, escape, or intentional release of a raptor — within 10 days to the department,
or immediately upon return to the country for death or loss of a raptor temporarily outside
the U.S. for falconry purposes, using federal form 3-186A;

e Surrender of the marker band from a dead or released raptor — within 15 business days to
the department;

e Intent to recapture a raptor lost more than five days — to the regional falconry
representative;

e Recovery of a raptor reported as lost.— within 10 days of recapture to the regional
falconry representative;

e Recapture of a raptor wearing falconry equipment-or a captive-bred raptor — within five
business days of recapture to the department;

e Permanent transfer of a raptor to another permittee —at least 10 days before.the transfer
to the regional falconry representative;

e Intent to transfer.a raptor for temporary care.for a period of care to_exceed 45 days —
within three days after transfer to the regional falconry representative;

e Changed location of falconry facilities = within five business days‘to the:department;

e Non-resident falconer entering Alaska to practice falconry under a non-Alaska falconry
permit — at least 10 days prior to the department; and

e Non-resident falconer importing a raptor if he or she intends to keep. an imported bird in
the state longer than 60 days = within 30 days of the date of import to the department.

Markers
Banding

Captive Propagation

Conservation Education

Rehabilitation

Abatement

Falconry Standards

Definitions

17. For determining possession and take of a raptor for falconry, a requlatory year is any 12-

month period defined by the state.

18. Defines “permittee” to include a person who holds a valid, current Alaska falconry permit

[the previous definition limited “permittee” to one who actually holds a raptor under the

authority of a falconry permit].
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19. Defines “resident” using the language in the Alaska Hunting Regulations: “a person
(including an alien) who is physically present in Alaska with the intent to remain indefinitely and
make a home in Alaska, has maintained that person’s domicile in Alaska for the 12 consecutive
months immediately preceding application for a license, and is not claiming residency or
obtaining benefits under a claim of residency in another state, territory, or country; or a member
of the military service or U.S. Coast Guard who has been stationed in Alaska for the 12
consecutive months immediately preceding application for a license; or a dependent of a resident
member of the military service or U.S. Coast Guard who has lived in Alaska for the 12
consecutive months immediately preceding application for a license. A person who does not
otherwise qualify as a resident may not qualify by virtue of an interest in an Alaska business.”

20. Raptors authorized by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, including all subspecies thereof,
and authorized for falconry use in Alaska include: turkey.vulture (Cathartes aura); osprey
(Pandion haliaetus); bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus); white-tailed eagle (Haliaeetus
albicilla); Steller's sea-eagle (Haliaeetus pelagicus); northern harrier (Circus cyaneus);/Asiatic
sparrow hawk (Accipiter gularis); sharp-shinned hawk (Accipiter striatus); Cooper'sthawk
(Accipiter cooperii); northern goshawk (Accipiter gentilis); Harris's hawk (Parabuteo
unicinctus); Swainson's hawk (Buteo swainsoni); red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis);
ferruginous hawk (Buteo regalis); rough-legged hawk (Buteo lagopus); golden eagle (Aquila
chrysaetos); Eurasian kestrel (Falco tinnunculus); American kestrel (Falco sparverius); merlin
(Falco columbarius); aplomado falcon (Falco femoralis); peregrine falcon (Falco.peregrinus);
gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus); prairie falcon (Falco mexicanus); western screech-owl(Otus
kennicottii); great horned owl (Bubo virginianus); snowy owl (Bubo scandiacus); northern hawk-
owl (Surnia ulula); northern pygmy-owl (Glaucidium gnoma); barred owl (Strix.varia); great
gray owl (Strix.-nebulosa); long-eared owl (Asio otus); short=eared owl (Asio flammeus); boreal
owl (Aegolius funereus); northern saw-whet owl (Aegolius acadicus); and hybrids of these
species produced by raptorbreeders. [NOTE: Cooper’s hawk, Harris’s hawk, ferruginous hawk,
aplomado falcon, and prairie falcon are not indigenous to Alaska,.and may be flown free only
with at least two radio transmitters attached.]

21. The definition of an animal taken outside of regular hunting seasons is changed from “game”
to “quarry” to cover inadvertent take of both game and non-game animals.

22. Release of live game under terms of 5 AAC 92.029, “Permits for possessing live game,” is
allowed for training of “raptors” fpresent lanquage specifies only “falcons™].

23. A permittee must ensure his or her falconry activities do not cause the take of federally listed
threatened or endangered wildlife.

24. A permittee must report take by a falconry bird of any federally listed endangered or
threatened species to the USFWS Ecological Services Field Office for the location in which the
take occurred.

25. A permittee may use a falconry raptor take any bird species for which a depredation order is
in place at any time in accordance with the conditions of the order, but may not be compensated

for doing so.
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Falconry Permits

26. The list of legal falconry species now includes the new order Accipitriformes.

27. A person may not take, transport, or possess a raptor, including Accipitriform, Falconiform,
and Strigiform birds not identified as raptors in these standards, for falconry or for the practice of
falconry in Alaska without possessing a valid falconry permit issued by the department.
Someone whose permit was revoked or canceled by the department would not be able to
continue the practice of falconry with an “exotic” raptor not listed as a falconry species, as has
occurred elsewhere. Given Alaska’s tight restrictions on non-indigenous wildlife, this is
extremely unlikely, but this closes a potential.loophole.

28. Specifies a raptor held under any level of falconry permit must be trained in the pursuit of
wild game and used in hunting [that requirement was previously-included only in the lanquage
allowing master class falconers an unlimited number of birds].

29. Deleted “general class falconers may possess up.to 3 golden eagles (Aquila chrysaetos)” as
per federal restrictions.

30. Requlations allowing master falconers to possess and take golden eagles from the wild are
adopted by reference to 50 CFR 22.23 and 22.24 rather than citing thespecific language, in order
to accommodate expected changes at the federal level.

31. A permittee may not sell, barter, or exchange for anything of value a wild-taken raptor held
under a falconry permit, but may do so with a captive-bred raptor marked with a seamless band.

32. A non-U.S.visitor to Alaska may qualify for a temporary falconry permit appropriate to his
or her level of experience.

Falconry Permit Requirements and Application Procedures

33. Application and permit fees are payable to ADF&G, not USFWS.

34. ADF&G Region IV contact information added.

35. Additional language isadded to the certification block of the permit application: “I certify
that | have read and am/familiar with the regulations.in title 50, part 13, of the Code of Federal
Regulations and the other.applicable parts in subchapter B of chapter 1 of title 50, and that the
information | have submitted.is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. |
understand that any false statement herein may subject me to the criminal penalties of 18 U.S.C.
1001.”

New (apprentice) falconers

36. An apprentice falconer must be at least 12 years old [present minimum age is 14], may hold
only one bird at any time, may not possess a wild-taken eyas, nor a bird imprinted on humans.
An apprentice may hold all authorized species except bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus),
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white-tailed eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla), Steller’s sea-eagle (Haliaeetus pelagicus), northern
harrier (Circus cyaneus), Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsoni), ferruginous hawk (Buteo regalis),
golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos), peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus), prairie falcon (Falco
mexicanus), short-eared owl (Asio flammeus), and hybrids of these species produced by raptor
breeders.

An applicant must be sponsored by a master or general class falconer who is at least 18 years old
and has at least two years of experience at the general falconer level. A parent or legal guardian
of an apprentice under 18 years of age must sign the falconry permit application and is legally
responsible for the permittee’s activities.

Renewing a permit

37. A permittee who allows his or her permit to.lapse may reinstate the permit at the same level
of the previously held permit by applying to reinstate the permit within five years of its
expiration, paying any appropriate fee, and presenting proof of certification at that level. An
applicant’s facilities must also pass department inspection before the permittee may possess a
falconry bird. The permittee need not pass the Alaska falconry examination.

38 A permittee who allows his or'her permit to lapse for five years or longer must pass the
Alaska falconry examination to reinstate the permit. If he or she passes.the examination, the
permit will be reinstated at the level previously held after the permittee pays any appropriate fee
and presents proof of certification at that level. An applicant’s facilities must.also pass
department inspection before the permittee may possess a falconry bird.

39. A revoked permit may be restored at the end of the revocation period upon request of the

person whose permit was revoked.

Upgrading a permit

40. A permit upgrade request must include a summary of species held and how long each bird
was held. An apprentice falconer must also. present a letter of recommendation from his or her
sponsor supporting the upgrade and attesting the applicant-has practiced falconry with a raptor
taken from the wild at the apprentice level for at least two years, including maintaining, training,
flying, and hunting the raptor for.an-average of six months per year, with at least four months in
each year. An applicant seeking upgrade to master class must attest to having practiced falconry
at the general level for at least five years.

41. A general falconer must be at least 16 years of age [no change from existing minimum age],
may hold a maximum of three raptors, and may hold all authorized species except bald eagle
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus), white-tailed eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla), Steller’s sea-eagle
(Haliaeetus pelagicus), and golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos). General class falconers with less
than two years of experience may take peregrine falcons from the wild [not allowed by present
requlation]. The application of a general class falconer under 18 years of age must be signed by
a parent or legal guardian accepting legal responsibility for the falconer’s activities.
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42. Falconry school or educational program experience may not be substituted for active falconry
experience for purposes of advancing to a general or master class permit.

Transferring a permit from another state or country

43. An applicant with a valid, current permit from another state or U.S. territory must pass the
Alaska falconry examination, unless he or she previously held an Alaska falconry permit.

44. A non-resident wishing to hunt with a raptor in Alaska for 60 days or less may be issued a
temporary falconry permit. A temporary permittee may not take a bird from the wild.

45. A falconer moving to Alaska from a non-U.S.jurisdiction or wishing to practice falconry
temporarily in Alaska is required to demonstrate familiarity with U.S. and Alaska law by passing
an examination. A permits will be issued at the apprentice level.unless the applicant documents
experience qualifying him or her for a higher-level permit.

Updating a permit after a move

46. A permittee moving from Alaska must notify the department and the permitting authority of
the new place of residence within 30 days. A'permittee may continue.to hold a falconry raptor
while applying for a new permit, but the jurisdiction into which permittee has moved may place
restrictions on possession of a falconry bird until residency requirements.in the new jurisdiction
are met.

Temporary Facilities

47. A raptor may be held intemporary facilities for up to 45 days [present maximum is 30 days].

Markers

48. A red ADF&G marker band is no longer required; a black USEWS marker band issued by
the department is required for a wild-taken goshawk, Harris’s hawk, peregrine falcon, or
gyrfalcon; a captive-bred raptor must wear a seamless metal USEWS marker band. An ISO-
compliant (i.e., 134.2 kHz) microchip may be implanted inaddition to using the USFWS marker
band. A wild-origin raptor may-not-be banded with.a seamless metal USFWS marker band.

49. A microchip may be implanted in a raptor in addition to, but not in place of, banding.

50. The state may provide an exemption to banding requirements if a health or injury problem
caused by a marker band is documented. A falconer must carry a copy of exemption paperwork
when flying an exempted raptor. For an exempted wild-origin peregrine falcon, gyrfalcon,
Harris’s hawk, or goshawk, a band must be replaced by an ISO-compliant microchip. In such a
case, the USFWS will provide a suitable microchip.

51. A marker band may not be attached to a raptor other than the individual to which the marker
band was originally attached.
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Taking of Raptors

52. Only an Alaska resident may take a raptor from the wild in Alaska. The definition of
“resident” is the same as published in the Alaska Hunting Requlations and is included in the
definitions section of Alaska Falconry Manual No. 9.

53. Take of any raptor species must be in compliance with these standards.

a. A permittee may not intentionally capture a raptor of a species not allowed by his or her
classification for possession for falconry. A permittee capturing a raptor not allowed
must release it immediately.

b. A permittee may take no more than two raptors from the wild each year for use in
falconry.

c. If a permittee transfers:a raptor taken from the wild to another permittee in the same year
in which it was taken, that-bird will count as one of the raptors the permittee is allowed to
take from the wild that year; it will not count as a capture by the recipient permittee, but
will always be‘considered awild-origin_bird:

d. A permittee taking possession of a raptor for falconry purposes, who is present at the
capture site, even if another person captures the raptor, is considered the person who
removes the bird from the wild and is responsible for reporting that take.

e. If a permittee seeking possession of a falconry raptor.is not at the immediate location
where a raptor.is taken from the wild, the person who remeves the bird from the wild
must be‘a general ormaster class permittee, and must report take.of the bird, even if it is
promptly transferred to the recipient permittee. When thatperson transfers the raptor to
the absent permittee, both must report the transfer. The bird will count as one of the two
raptors the permittee who took it from the wild is allowed to capture in any one year.
The raptor will not count as a capture by the recipient permittee.

f. _If a permittee has a long-term physical.impairment.preventing direct capture of a species
allowed for falconry use by that permittee, a general or master class permittee may take a
raptor for that person. Whena.raptor is taken from the wild, the recipient permittee is
then responsible for reporting the take, and the bird will count as one of the two raptors
he or she is allowed to capture in any.one year.

i. A permittee with a long-term physical disability is defined as a permittee who
provides the department with either 1) written proof that the person receives at least
70 percent disability compensation from a government agency for a physical
disability or 2) an affidavit signed by a physician licensed to practice medicine in
the state, stating that the person is at least 70 percent disabled.

54. Restrictions on dates when an eyas or passage raptor may be taken from the wild are
eliminated; a raptor may be taken any day of the year. A breeding bird, including one in
immature plumage, may not be taken.
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55. Peregrine falcons, including all subspecies thereof, are considered the same as other raptors
available for falconry use. There are no special requirements for taking or reporting take of a
peregrine falcon, nor are there restrictions on where peregrines may be taken. Previously closed
corridors on the Colville and Upper Yukon Rivers are now open to peregrine take.

56. A permittee may retrap a marked raptor or a raptor wearing falconry equipment lost to the
wild at any time and within five days after its loss without notifying the regional falconry
representative. Recapturing such a raptor is not considered take from the wild. A permittee must
return a recaptured falconry raptor to the permittee who lost it, if that person may legally possess
it. Disposition of a raptor whose legal possession cannot be determined will be at the discretion
of the department. While a permittee is keeping abird for return to the permittee who lost it, the
bird will neither count against the permittee’s possession.limit nor the limit on take of raptors
from the wild, but the permittee must report possession of such-araptor to the department.within
five business days of capture.

57. A falconer may acquirea bird:from a rehabilitator. A raptor acquired from a_rehabilitator
must be capable of being flown at wild quarry.

58. An interspecific hybrid raptor need not be surgically sterilized.

59. An interspecific hybrid raptor or a raptor of a species not indigenous to Alaska at.hack or
flown free must wear at least two radio transmitters designed to track the bird.if it is lost..

60. A permittee may take from the wild a raptor he or she is-authorized to possess if the bird is
banded with a Federal Bird Banding Laboratory aluminum band, except a permittee may not take
a banded peregrine falcon from the wild. A permittee capturing a peregrine falcon marked with
a research band or a research marking must immediately release it; except a falcon wearing a
transmitter may be held for up to 30 days in order to contact a researcher to determine if the
transmitter or battery warrants replacement.</A researcher may choose to replace a transmitter or
battery, or remave a transmitter. A researcher, his or her designee,.or a falconry permittee
authorized by the researcher may conduct this work. If the researcher chooses, the transmitter
may be removed and the falcon transferred to the permittee, whoanay keep such a bird if
captured in circumstances allowing capture of a wild peregrine.

e |f a captured raptor has a band, a research marking, or a transmitter attached, the
permittee must promptly report the band number and all relevant information to the
Federal Bird .Banding Laboratory at 1-800-327-2263.

0 A permittee may.contact a researcher to determine if he or she wishes to replace a
transmitter or battery on a.captured bird. If so, a permittee is authorized to
possess such a raptor for up to 30 days until the researcher, his or her designee, or
an authorized permittee completes the replacement. Disposition of such a raptor
will be at the discretion of the researcher and the department.

0 Such a bird held temporarily will not count against a permittee’s possession or
annual wild take limits for falconry raptors.
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61. A permittee is responsible for the cost of care and rehabilitation of a raptor injured by his or
her trapping efforts. A permittee may place a raptor injured by trapping efforts on his or her
falconry permit, report the take to the department within 10 days using federal form 3-186A, and
have the bird treated by a veterinarian or a permitted wildlife rehabilitator; such a bird counts
against possession and annual wild take limits. A permittee may also give such a raptor directly
to a veterinarian, permitted wildlife rehabilitator, or appropriate wildlife agency employee; such
a bird does not count against possession and annual wild take limits.

62. A master falconer authorized to possess a golden eagle may take one or two immature or sub-

adult golden eagles from the wild only in adivestock depredation area during the time the
depredation area is in effect, as follows. A livestock depredation area is declared by USDA
Wildlife Services or upon the request of a state governor. A permittee meeting the conditions
outlined in 50 CFR 821.29 (c)(3)(iv) and who has a state permit to possess a golden eagle is
considered sufficiently authorized for the purposes of the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act
(16 U.S.C. 668-668d), subject.to the requirement that take of golden eagles for falconry is
compatible with the preservation of the golden eagle. Under present federal regulations, a

permittee:

a. _may. capture a nestling golden eagle, or take a nestling from its nest, in a
livestock depredation area if a biologist representing the agency
responsible for declaring the depredation area has determined that the
adult eagle 1s preying on livestock;

b. must determine the location of the livestock depredation areas; neither the
state, USDA Wildlife Services, nor the USEWS will notify permittees
about them;

c. _must inform the USFWS regional law enforcement office of capture plans
in person, in writing, erviafacsimile or e-mail to
lawenforcement@fws.gov at least three business days before beginning
trapping activities;

d. must meet all requirements of the state, territory, or tribe in which or on
whose lands trapping activities are intended;

e. must have permission from the landowner to capture an eagle or, if
capture is intended on public land, the responsible agency must allow it;
and

f. _may receive a golden eagle from a government employee who has trapped
it under federal; state, or tribal authority in a livestock depredation area
declared by USDA Wildlife Services or a state governor if the employee is
unable to release the bird in an appropriate location.

Import/Export
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63. A written permit to import or permanently export a raptor is no longer required, but oral,
electronic, or written notification must be made to the ADF&G Permits Section at least 10 days
prior to temporary or permanent export or 30 business days prior to importation, except
notification must be given at least 10 days before the return of a raptor of Alaska origin from
temporary export.

64. A permittee must either have held a bird for a year or maintained Alaska residency for two
consecutive years prior to the date of export before temporarily or permanently exporting a
falconry raptor. A falconer who has maintained Alaska residency continuously for at least two
years may temporarily or permanently export a raptor held under falconry permits even if he or
she has not held the bird for a full year.

65. Requirements for importation of raptors specify “vaccination, or other requirements” in
addition to “disease testing,” and designate both state and provincial entities as acceptable
authorities for certification of good health.

66. A person possessing a valid falconry permit issued by a U.S. state, territory, or tribe may
possess and transport for falconry purposes a lawfully possessed raptor through other states or
U.S. territories. Any state, territory, or tribe may further requlate such transport.

67. A non-resident may import a.raptor and use it for falconry in Alaska for up to'60 [formerly
30] days on the authority of the falconry permit issued by his or her’home state. A temporary
Alaska falconry permit is no longer required, but a non-resident must notify the ADF&G Permits
Section at.least 10 business days prior to entering the state.

68. A permittee legally possessing a raptor for falconry may export and then import such a raptor
for falconry to.other countries to use in falconry without additional migratory bird.import/export
permits issued under 50 CFR §21.21.

Transfer of Raptors

69. Only permanent, not temporary, transfer requires notification of state and federal authorities
using form 3-186A. “Transfer of raptor” means to transfer.or change the possession of a raptor
from one permittee to another permittee. Transfer includes the sale, barter, or exchange of a
raptor for anything of value [presentlanguage does not consider these transactions as transfers].
Short-term handling, such-as letting another person hold or practice flying a raptor held under a
falconry permit, is not considered possession if the permittee is present and supervising the
person working with-his or her raptor.

70. A permittee may transfer a raptor to captive propagation and other permit types.

71. A person other than a permittee may temporarily care for a permitted raptor for up to 45
days, provided the raptor remains on the permittee’s falconry permit and remains in the
permittee’s facilities. Care may be extended indefinitely in extenuated circumstances such as
illness, family emergency, and military service. If a period of temporary care will exceed 45
days, the permittee shall notify the regional falconry representative in writing within 10
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[previously three] days after transferring the raptor. A person providing care may not fly a
permitted raptor for any reason.

72. A survivor/legal representative of a deceased falconry permittee may transfer a bird held by
the permittee to another authorized permittee within 90 days of death. After 90 days, disposition
of a bird is at the discretion of the department.

Release, Loss or Death of Raptors

73. A permittee must notify the regional falconry representative at least five days before
intentionally releasing a raptor to the wild.

74. A permittee may keep the body of a raptor.banded or.with a microchip implanted prior to
death, except that of a golden eagle. A body may beKept so feathers are available for imping. A
body may be mounted by a taxidermist for use inpresenting conservation education programs.

A dead raptor preserved by taxidermy must permanently retain its marker band and/or microchip.
A permittee not wishing to.donate a bird body or keep it him or herself must burnybury, or
otherwise destroy it within 10 days.of death or after final veterinary examination to determine
cause of death. A permittee must take appropriate precautions to avoid secondary poisoning of
eagles and other scavengers Via a<carcass of a euthanized raptor. A permittee may possess flight
feathers of a falconry raptor that died for as long as the permittee holds a valid faleonry permit.
A permittee may not buy, sell, or barter such feathers and must keep paperwork documenting the
acquisition of the bird from which the feathers came.

75. A permittee. must send the_entire body of a falconry golden eagle that dies, including all
feathers, talons, and other parts, to the National Eagle Repository:

Impin

76. For imping purposes, a permittee may retain or.exchange feathers from each species of raptor
he or she possesses or previously held for as long as he or she holds a valid, current falconry
permit; may receive feathers from another permittee and may give feathers to him or her; may
not buy, sell, or barter imping feathers; may donate feathers from-a falconry bird, except golden
eagle feathers, to a permitted or exempted person.or institution. Except for primary or secondary
flight feathers or rectrices from.golden eagles, a permittee is not required to gather feathers from
a falconry bird; golden eagle feathers not kept for imping must be sent to the National Eagle
Repository. If a falconry permit expires or is revoked, a permittee must donate feathers of any
species of falconry raptor.except golden eagle to a person or an institution authorized by permit
to acquire and possess the feathers or are exempt from the permit requirement under 50 CFR
§21.12, or burn, bury, or otherwise destroy them.

Captive Propagation

77. A raptor held under a falconry permit may be bred in captivity under the authority of a
captive propagation permit. A raptor possessed for falconry may be used in captive propagation
only in Alaska.
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78. Propagation permittees are no longer required to dispose of captive-bred progeny within one

year after hatching.

79. A falconry raptor may be used in captive propagation for less than eight months in a year
without transferring it to a propagation permit. Permanent use in propagation programs requires
a permit transfer.

80. There is no limit on the number of wild-origin birds held under a captive propagation permit;
no more than two wild-origin birds may be acquired in a calendar year.

81. A captive propagator may sell, barter, or exchange for anything of value first or later
generation captive-bred progeny [present requlations limit such disposal to second generation or

later progeny].

82. A permittee moving from the state may permanently export a raptor held under a propagation
permit if the permittee has legally possessed that raptor in Alaska for at least one year and retains
possession of the raptor at his or her new place of residence, except a raptor held less than.one
full year may be exported permanently if the propagation permittee holding it‘has maintained
Alaska residency continuously for at least two years immediately prior to the date of export.

Conservation Education

83. A permittee may use a falconry raptor in a conservation program presented in a public venue.

Rehabilitation

84. A general or master class falconry permittee may assist a permitted migratory bird
rehabilitator to condition a raptor in preparation for its release to the wild and may keep a bird he
or she is helping to rehabilitate in his or her facilities.

Abatement

85. A master class falconry permittee may conduct and receive payment for abatement activities
with a raptor possessed for falconry if he or she holds a Special Purpose Abatement permit; a
general class falconry permittee-may-conduct abatement activities only as a subpermittee of a
Special Purpose Abatement permit holder.
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IMPORTANT DATES

Datye to request permit renewal (unless otherwise specified). Requests for renewal must
be submitted at least 20 days prior to expiration of the-current permits.

FBate-falconry and raptor propagation permits expire.

e Notify the department of acquisition, transfer, rebanding, or disposal of a
raptor, implanting a microchip in a raptor, or if a raptor is stolen, is lost to the
wild and not recovered for 30 days, or dies, using federal form 3-186A
(Migratory Bird Acquisition/Disposition Report) within 10 days of occurrence.

e Notify the department office nearest the area of intended take and the regional
falconry representative in the area of take at least 10 days before taking a raptor
from the wild.

e Notify the department Permits Section and the regional falconry representative
in the area of take within 10 days of taking a raptor from the wild.

e Notify the department at least 10 days prior to export or 30 days prior to import
of a raptor, except notification must be given at least 10 days before the return
of a raptor of Alaska origin from temporary export.

e Notify the department of a marker band that must be removed or is lost within
five days of removal or loss.

e Notify the regional falconry representative at least five days prior to intentional
release of a raptor.

e Report to the department a dead, lost, escaped, or intentionally released raptor
within 10. days of occurrence; report death or loss of a raptor temporarily
outside the U.S. for falconry purposes immediately upon return to the country.

e Notify the department and the USFWS Regional Law Enforcement office of a
stolen raptor within 10 days of the theft.

e Surrender marker band from a dead or released raptor within 15 business days
of death or release, except a raptor preserved by taxidermy must permanently
retain its marker band and/or microchip.

e Notify regional falconry representative of intent to recapture a raptor lost more
than five days; report recovery of a raptor reported as lost within 10 days of
recapture (recapture within five days of loss requires no such notification).

e Notify the‘department within five days of recapturing a raptor wearing falconry
equipment or a captive-bred raptor.

e Notify the regional falconry representative at least 10 days before permanently
transferring a raptor to another permittee.

e Notify the regional falconry representative within three days after transferring a
raptor for temporary care if the period of care will exceed 45 days.

e Notify the department within five business days of changing location of
falconry facilities.

e A non-resident falconer must notify the department at least 10 days prior to
entering Alaska to practice falconry under a non-Alaska falconry permit.

e A non-resident falconer must notify the department within 30 days of the date

of import if intending to keep an imported raptor longer than 60 days in the
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601 IMPORTANT REMINDERS

Taking Raptors Report_electronically, orally, or in writing to the regional falconry representative and
nearest department office in the intended area of take at least 10 days prior to and within
105 days after taking a raptor from the wild. You must also report to beth-the ADF&G
Permits Sectlon md%&USEW—& using (Form 3 -186A) W|th|n 105 days of taking a
raptor. 3

Markers Upon taking a peregrine falcon, ergyrfalcon, goshawk, or Harris’s hawk, either from the
wild or from a rehabilitator, a USFWS marker {black-band} must be attached, or an ISO-

compllant (134 2 kHz) mICI’OChID |mplanted —a—depa#tmen{—manéepged—band)—must—be

Release/Loss/Death of Notify the-regional falconry representative at least five days prior to the intentional
Raptors release of any raptor. Notify the ADF&G Permits Section and the USFWS using {Form
3-186A) of the loss, escape, release, or death of any raptor within 105 days of such
occurrence. Notify the department and the USEWS Regional Law Enforcement office of
a stolen raptor within 10 days of the theft. SurrenderDBeliver the marker from a dead or
released raptor to the-regional falconry representative within 15 days of death or release.

Import/Export Prior—written—approval—fromOral, electronic, or written notification of the ADF&G
Permits Section is required_at least 10 business days before a raptor is exported from or

30 business days before any raptor_is—may-be imported into er-permanenthyexported
from-Alaska, except notification must be given at least 10 business days before the

return of a raptor of Alaska origin from temporary export.-

A person with a current permit for falconry from another state erprevinee-may import a
raptors and use ithem for falconry for up to 30 days. Oral, electronic, or written
notification of the ADF&G Permits Section is required at least 10 business days before
entering Alaska to practice falconrv under a.non-Alaska falconrv permit-under-the-terms

| A rRaptors imported into Alaska must be accompanied by a health certificate issued
within 30 days prior to the date of importation. A "health certificate” means a legible
| certification issued by an accredited veterinarian of the jurisdictionstate of origin or the
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(APHIS-USDA) and executed on an official form of the state of origin or of the APHIS-
USDA. Consult the State WVeterinarian (Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation) or ADF&G Permits Section for ‘eurrent-disease testing, vaccination, or

other requirements before_importation-apphying-for-an-tmpert-permit.

| For a raptors traveling through Canada or to or from a foreign country, please-contact
the U.S. Customs Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to obtain information,
appropriate declaration forms, and export/import permits or licenses.

603
604 Cover illustration courtesy of William R. Tilton

605

XV

Falconry Tab
86 of 137



606
607
608
609
610
611
612
613
614
615
616
617
618
619
620
621
622

623
624

625

626
627

628
629

630
631
632
633
634
635
636
637
638
639
640
641
642
643
644
645
646
647
648
649
650
651
652
653

CONTENTS
General Information

Purpose 1

FAlCONTY PEITNITS ...ttt sttt b et e et e e sb e be e sbe e st e nbeeneeenee e 11
F AN o] 0] [0 A o] g o o To=T0 [ S 32
FalCONTY EXAMINALION ...ttt sttt st e st e e be e st e s be e be e st e sreenteenee e 43
FaCilitieS and EQUIPMENT.........oii ettt et e e e be e e reenreenee e 65
RECOIAS ANA REPOITING ... .cuviiiieiiieieiie sttt sttt sttt e b et e st e beenbe e st e sreenteenee e 96

Markers 107
Banding 104

Captive PropagationBreBEHIG ........ueiveerereeesieevaessstiine e eeeesteeseesseesseesseseesseessesssesseessessesseessessens 129
Conservation EAUCATION .....euueeiiiiiiiiie s ibe et ii ittt e s e et e st e aste e et e e e e aseaanes 12

Rehabilitation 13
Abatement 13

Falconry Regulations

5 AAC 92.029146
5 AAC 92.037146

Falconry Standards

Definitions - 173

FalCONIY PEITIITS ottt te et asbn e e e bn e te e esra e teenseaseeesannnansEaneeneenns 1813

Falconry Permit Requirements and Application ProCedures ... eeienenienncsiiescee e 2115
NewW (apPrentiCe) TAICONEIS ........vcviiiece e s e ek see e 2215
RENEWING 8 PEIMIT ...ttt bbbttt eabe et e sreenee e e 2215
Reinstating a 1apsed PEerMit......... oo eeeeiireiiiieiisibie s s st si e 22
UPGrading @ PEIMIT ......cc.eiiii it sie sttt h e st nte e b sbe e sreesee e e 2316
Transferring a permit from another state or countrystate .ocivovvvvvececcece e 2316
Non-resident visitors practicing falconry inAlaska .....cc.cooceveeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiine, 23
Updating a permit after 8 MOVE ..ooccidevveev st iitie e 26

TeMPOTrary FACHITIES ......oiiiiiiiiciie ettt sae e nreens 2616

Annual Report 16

Markers 2617

LI LT 10 o) =T (0] £ U ST 2717

Import/Export 3019

BV Y (=T =T (0] £ S S 3219

Release, L0sS Or Death OF RAPLOLS.........cveirieiiiiiiieiieie et 3320

Imping 3520

Captive PropagationNBrEBAHAG .......ivceirteee ettt sttt st b bt b b nre s 3620

ConServation EAUCATION .. ...iuueiiiiidereiieiieiiteiesiee st s steeseeesteesseseneesseesseessseeeseessseaseeaneeesseesnseanns 37

Rehabilitation 38
Abatement 38

| xvi

Falconry Tab
87 of 137



654 | Appendix A: APPlICAtION FOMM ........ccoovuivecieiisieecieee e

655
656
657
658

Contact Information

Xxvii

Falconry Tab
88 of 137



659
660
661
662
663
664
665
666
667
668
669
670
671
672
673
674
675
676
677
678
679
680
681
682
683
684
685
686
687
688
689
690
691
692
693
694
695
696
697
698
699
700
701
702
703
704

GENERAL INFORMATION
Purpose

Falconry is the sport of pursuing, capturing, or killing game using a a-trained raptor. Falconry is
a lawful hunting method when practiced in compliance with state and federal regulations under
the terms of a permit issued jointhy-by the Commissioner of the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game-and-the- J-S-Fish-and-Wildlife-Service (USPWS). The following species of raptors
described by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 50,
Part 10 (50 CFR 810.12 and 50 CFR 810.13), including all subspecies thereof, are authorized for
falconry in Alaska: turkey vulture (Cathartes.aura); osprey (Pandion haliaetus); bald eagle
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus); white-tailed eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla); Steller's sea-eagle
(Haliaeetus pelagicus); northern harrier (Circus cyaneus); Asiatic sparrow hawk (Accipiter
gularis); sharp-shinned hawk (Accipiter striatus); Cooper's hawk-(Accipiter cooperii); northern
goshawk (Accipiter gentilis); Harris's hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus); Swainson's hawk (Buteo
swainsoni); red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis); ferruginous hawk (Buteo regalis);.rough-
legged hawk (Buteo lagopus); golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos); Eurasian kestrel(Falco
tinnunculus); American Kestrel (Falco sparverius); merlin (Falco columbarius); aplomado falcon
(Falco femoralis); peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus); gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus); prairie
falcon (Falco mexicanus); western screech-owl (Otus kennicottii); great.horned owl (Bubo
virginianus); snowy owl (Bubo scandiacus); northern hawk-owl (Surnia ulula); nerthern pygmy-
owl (Glaucidium gnoma); barred ow! (Strix varia); great gray owl (Strix nebulosa); long-eared
owl (Asio otus); short-eared owl (Asio flammeus); boreal owl (Aegolius funereus); northern saw-
whet owl (Aeqollus acadicus); and hvbrlds of these speCIes produced bv raptor breeders Ihe#e

byH&ptepreedePAlaska regulatlons requwe that anyone taklng, holdlng or possessmg one or
more raptors of these raptor-species for falconry must first obtain a falconry permit. _A person
may not practice falconry in Alaska with a raptor of a species not.covered by federal and state

falconry requlations without first obtaining an Alaska falconry permit.

State falconry regulations were adopted by the Alaska Board of Game to assist in the
management of raptor populations and to maintain standards for the care of birds legally held for
falconry purposes. This manual includes regulations that pertain to the taking, holding and
possession of raptors for falconry and issuance of falconry permits. Whether ytou-are a novice
falconer or an experienced falconer who-is-new to Alaska, the application and reporting
procedures may seem complex and are summarized for yeu+-convenience below. More detailed
information is contained in the Standards section of this manual and is not repeated here; please
refer to the Standards section before conducting yeurfalconry activities. Statewide provisions for
issuing falconry permits and promulgating regulations are contained in 5 AAC 92.037 and

AS 16.05.255. Federal regulations on falconry can be found in the Code of Federal Regulations,

| Title 50, Part 21 (50-CFR-§21.28-and-50 CFR §21.29).
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Falconry Permits

A falconry permit, which must alwayser be accompanied by a eurrentvalid, current Alaska
hunting license, authorizes a permitteeyeu to hunt game with ayeur raptorfaleen in compliance
with applicable seasons, bag limits, and other provisions of law._Special or written permission is
not required for falconry activities on public lands where it is authorized, but a permittee must
comply with all applicable federal, state, territorial, or tribal laws regarding falconry activities,
including hunting. A falconry permit does not authorize capture or release of a raptor or the
practice of falconry on public lands if prohibited on those lands, or on private property, without
permission from the landowner or custodian. Aspermittee must have his or her permit or a legible
copy of it in his or her immediate possession if not at.the location of the permittee’s falconry
facilities and he or she is trapping, transporting, working with, or flying a falconry raptor. ~YeuA
permittee is-are responsible for the actions of his or heyeur raptor while #-is-hunting. If a
permittee’syeur bird takess quarry outside of a regular hunting seasongame-tHegathy, he or
sheyed must leave the dead guarrygame where it lies, although theyeur raptor may feed on the
quarrygame before leaving the kill site. A permittee must report take of any federally listed
endangered or threatened-species to the USFWS Ecological Services Field Office for the location

in which the take occurred. With a faleonry bird; a permittee may take any bird.species listed In
50 CFR 821.43, 21.44, 21.45, or'21.46 for which a depredation order is«in place at any time in
accordance with the conditions of the applicable depredation order, as long as a permittee is not
paid for doing so.

Falconry permits are valid from the date issued through January 31 of the third calendar year
following the year of issue (e.g., a permit issued on February 4, 201838 expires on January 31,

2016%) unless a shorter per|od IS prescrlbed on the permlt Net—lateHhan%am&aw—l@eﬁeaeh

A rRaptors legally possessed under an an-Alaska falconry permit may net-be bred in captivity
only if authorized by captive propagation permit.. A bare-birds taken from the wild under
authority of a a-falconry permit may not be sold or bartered. PermanentTemperary transfer of a
raptors between falconers requires proper notification of state and-federal-authorities using Form
3-186A. Prior notificationA-permit-from of the ADF&G Permit Section is required to import a a
raptor into or permanenthy-export a a-raptor from the state of Alaska. AH raptors imported into
Alaska must be accompanied by a health certificate and meet disease testing, vaccination, and
other requirements as specified by the state veterinarian and/or ADF&G. A permitteeY-e4 may
not temporarily or permanently export aa—+ raptor taken from the wild in Alaska unless the
permitteeyeu hasve 1) legally possessed the bird in the state for at least one year, or 2)
maintained continuous Alaska residency for at least two consecutive years immediately prior to
the date of export.

There are three classes of falconry permits issued depending on a permittee’s your-experience:
apprentice (new falconers); general (at least two years experience as a a-practicing falconer); and
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master (at least five years experience as a a-practicing falconer at the general class level). A
permittee¥ou must have a a-bird in possession to be considered a a-practicing falconer. Falconry
school or educational program experience may not be substituted for active falconry experience

for purposes of advancing to general or master class permits.

-The table below summarizes the permit conditions for each class of falconer:

Permit Condition

Apprentice

General

Master

Maximum numbere. of falconry birds in
possession

tone

three2

five wild-
taken,
including up to
three eagles; no
limit on
captive-bred
birds, but all
raptors must be
traine3d in the

pursuit of wild

game and used
in hunting:

Maximum ne-umber of birds (including
replacements) that may be obtained from all
sources during any 12-month period

twoz

twoz2

No limit

Maximum  ne-umber of birds that may be
taken from the wild during any 12-month
period

two2

twoz

two2

Authorized species

All except hald
eagle (Haliaeetus

All except bald
eagle

leucocephalus), (Haliaeetus

white-tailed eagle | leucocephalus),

(Haliaeetus white-tailed

albicilla), Steller’s | eagle

sea-eagle (Haliaeetus

(Haliaeetus albicilla),

pelagicus), Steller’s sea- All_except bald
northern harrier eagle eagle
(Circus cyaneus), | (Haliaeetus (Haliaeetus
Swainson’s hawk | pelagicus), and | leucocephalus).
(Buteo swainsoni), | golden eagle

ferruginous hawk | (Aquila

(Buteo reqalis), chrysaetos).eagt

golden eagle es (but only

(Aquila falconerswith

chrysaetos), more than 2 yrs.

peregrine falcon (s el

(Falco Shosenorn
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peregrinus), e

prairie falcon take-a-peregrine
(Falco falcon-from-the

mexicanus), and wild)
short-eared owl
(Asio flammeus).

Possession of hybrids allowed? YesNe Yes Yes

Application Procedures

An applicant who |slf—yeu a reS|dent of Alaska and hasve never held a arfalconry permlt in
Alaska-be

f&leenem%&ns#emng—a—pe#m{—fremﬁnether—state#eﬁpply—wu must: (1) pass the Alaska
falconry examination; (2) have his or heryeur raptor facilities and equipment inspected and
approved by ADF&G; and-(3) submit an an-application form to the ADF&G Permit Section; and

4) pav anv appllcable %newfalmnuspalsemel&deieheap%emfee} Pe#ml%&ma%be

To be eligible for an apprentice class permit, an applicantyes must be at least 124 years of age
and submit a letter ofbe sponsorshiped from-by-a a general or master class falconer who is at
least 18 years of age and holds a valid, current Alaska falconry permit. A general class falconer
must be at least 16 years of age. A{a falconer may not sponsor more than three apprentices at
one time)._-An applicant under 18 years of age must have a parent or legal guardian sign his or
her application, stating the parent or guardian is legally responsible for the applicant’s activities.
A s¥eursponsor will provide help and guidance to get started, but the apprenticeyes should
expect to invest considerable ameunts-of-time on his or heryeur own, learning about raptors and
falconry by reading and observing raptors in the wild. An applicant whot-yeu does not know a
any-falconers who can serve as his or her a-sponsor should; contact his or heryeur regional
falconry representative for recommendations or a list of active falconers in the applicant’syeur
area. An apprentice Y-et-may have to travel long distances to meet with his or heryeur sponsor.
Thise sponsorship requirement will not be waived under any circumstances, even if there are no
falconers nearby who are willing and qualified to serve as a yeursponsor.
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A falconer transferring a permit from another state must submit a photocopy of his or her valid,
current falconry permit, along with copies of annual reports or other documentation of the
requisite years of experience at the class level for which he or she is applying. An applicant
holding a valid, current permit from another state must pass the Alaska falconry examination,
unless he or she previously held an Alaska falconry permit.

A permit may be renewed by requesting renewal and paying any applicable fee. A request for
renewal must be submitted at least 20 days prior to expiration of the existing permit. Contact the
ADF&G Permits Section for the current fee schedule. The application fee may be submitted with
the application or mailed directly to ADF&G. Make a check or a money order payable to the
State of Alaska; cash will not be accepted.

Falconry Examination

AH new (apprentice) falconers and-falconers-who-are-transferringa-permit-from-anetherstate

must take the Alaska falconry examination. This is to ensure he or she isthat-yeu-are familiar
with Alaska’s falconry regulations and standards and isare knowledgeable about caring for
raptors in Alaska’s extreme climate conditions. The falconry examination is designed to test your
knowledge of raptor identification, natural history of Alaska raptors, care of raptors in captivity,
and Alaska falconry rules and regulations. The test will take a maximum of two hours, and #-will
be a supervised, closed book examination. An applicant is¥eu-are required to answer correctly at
least 80 percent of the questions to pass the test. An applicant-perseon who failss the examination
may retake it after waiting at least 30 days, but an-apphticant-may not take the examination more
than twice during any six-month period. An applicant\When-yeu-are ready to take the test should;
contact his or heyeur regional falconry representative to make the necessary arrangements.

To prepare for the examination, an applicant should carefully study the falconry standards
included in this manual-earefuthy. An applicant*¥e4 must 1) have a thorough understanding of
Alaska falconry regulations and standards, 2) b-—Beeceme familiar with the natural history, care,
and training of raptors and the art of falconry, and 3) —Be-sure-you-know how to care properly
for raptors in extreme cold and/or wet conditions. References available at libraries or bookstores
will acquaint an applicantyed with caring for a raptor and explain how to train a bird for
falconry. Suggested references on falconry and the natural history of raptors are listed below.

Falconry:

Beebe, F. L. and H: M. Webster. 1994. North American Falconry and Hunting Hawks, 7™
edition. North American Falconry and Hunting Hawks, Denver, Colorado.

Beebe, F. L. 1984. A Falconry Manual. Hancock House, Surrey, British Columbia.
Evans, H. 1960. Falconry for You. John Gifford, Ltd., London.
Ford, E. 1992. Falconry: Art and Practice. Batsford, London.

Glasier, P. 1978. Falconry and Hawking. Batsford, London.
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Haak, B. A. 1992. The Hunting Falcon. Hancock House, Surrey, British Columbia.
Mavrogordato, J. G. 1960. A Hawk for the Bush. H. F. & G. Witherby, Ltd., London.
Mavrogordato, J. G. 1966. A Falcon in the Field. Knightly Vernon, Ltd., London.
Mitchell, E. B. 1960. The Art and Practice of Hawking. C.T. Branford Co., Boston.

Oakes, W. C. 1994. The Falconer’s Apprentice: A Guide to Training the Passage Red-tailed
Hawk. Eaglewing Publishing, Roy, Utah.

Parry-Jones, J. 1994. Training Birds of Prey. David and Charles, Devon.

Peeters, H. J. and E. W. Jameson, Jr. 1970. American Hawking: A General Account of
Falconry in the New World. Privately published, Oakside, Davis, California.

Stevens, R. 1956. Observations.on Modern Falconry. Wilding & Son, Ltd:;, Shrewsbury; UK.

Turner, R. and A. Haslen. 1991. Gamehawk: Field and Moor. Gallery Press, Lavenham, UK.
Upton, R. 1991. Falconry: Principles and Practice. A. & C. Black, London.

Woodford, M. H. 1977. A Manual of Falconry, 3rd Edition. Adam and Charles Black,
London.

Natural History of Raptors:

Brown, L. 1977. Birds of Prey: Their Biology and Ecology. A. & W. Publishers, New York.

Clark, W. S. and B. K. Wheeler. 1987. A Field Guide to Hawks: North America. Houghton
Mifflin Co., Boston.

Cornell Lab of Ornithology and American Ornithologist’s Union. The Birds of North
America Online. 26 June 2008. < http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna>.

Dunne, P. and D. Sibley. 1988. Hawks in Flight. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston.

Ferguson-Lee, J. and D. A. Christie. 2001. Raptors of the World. Houghton Mifflin Co.,
Boston.

Fox, Nicholas. 1995. Understanding the Bird of Prey. Hancock House Publishers, Blaine,
Washington.

Johnsgard, P. A. 1990. Hawks, Eagles, and Falcons of North America: Biology and Natural
History. Smithsonian Institution Press, Washington DC.
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Newton, 1. N. 1979. Population Ecology of Raptors. Buteo Books, Vermillion, South Dakota.

Palmer, R. S. 1962. A Handbook of North American Birds. Yale University Press, New
Haven, Connecticut.

Peterson, R. T. 1990. Western Birds. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston.

Poole, A. and F. Gill, eds. 1992-2001. The Birds of North America. American Ornithologists’
Union, Washington, DC and Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia.

Weidensaul, S. 2000. The Raptor Almanac: A Comprehensive Guide to Eagles, Hawks,
Falcons, and Vultures. Lyons Press, Guilford, Conn.

Wheeler, B. K. and W. S. Clark. 1999. A Photographic Guide to North American Raptors.
Academic Press, San Diego.

Facilities and Equipment

A permittee is¥ou are-required to provide adequate facilities for holding a a-raptor in captivity in
humane and healthful conditions. A permittee isY-ou-are also required to possess proper
equipment for practicing falconry before a falconry a-permit will be issued. Facilities and
equipment must be inspected and approved by the department before a permittee may obtain a

raptor to use.in falconrv An appllcant¥eeefae|htte&and—equ41etnentmtasencxeet—theiede¥al

Ieelew#eu should contact hls or heryeenC regional falconry representatlve to make arrangements
to have yeurraptor housing facilities and equipment inspected and approved before submitting

anyeur application.

The department has not established specifications for raptor housing facilitieshawk-heuses-or
mews. Specifications are readily available in reliable falconry texts if a a-falconer wisheses to
construct such facilities. A rRaptors mayean be retained in captivity and properly cared for
without recourse to construction of permanent mews. Outdoor facilities are required. ASeme
falconers may house athetbirds raptor in his or her the-home and/or garage and usetiize his or
her the-baekyard to meet the needs of his or herthetr raptors. Consequently, this manual provides
only a general description as to what constitutes adequate or inadequate facilities, leaving final
judgment to those who conduct the-inspections.

A permittee is responsible for.the maintenance and security of the raptor(s) possessed. Whether
indoors (a “mews™), —outdoors (a “weathering area™), or temporary facilities while traveling or
hunting away from permanent housing, facilities must protect raptors from the elements,
predators, domestic animals, and other dangers.

Poor physical condition of raptors (e.q., excessive broken tail and wing feathers, damage to ceres
and heads, dirty appearance) is symptomatic of inadequate care. Examples of inadequate housing
are:
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e Dbird cages of the pet store variety;

e housing constructed of chicken wire, hardware cloth, or with exposed, sharp obstructions;
e housing with excessive exposure to the elements; or

e unsanitary housing, such as unclean chicken houses or pigeon lofts.

Indoor Facilities

Indoor facilities must be large enough to allow easy access for the care and feeding of a raptor
kept therein. Acceptable indoor facilities include shelf perch enclosures where multiple raptors
are tethered side by side. Other innovative housing systems are acceptable, provided they offer

the enclosed raptor(s) with adequate protection and allow the maintenance of healthy plumage.

|l arna Ql v Ql 7
I_ulu\; ------------------------------------------- A" VAN W 4

i) ) 1
Cmall A v R v 7
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E . : lin hinned K
A mMews shall provide a healthy environment for a raptor inside; each must have at least one
opening for sunlight windew protected on the inside by vertical bars (dowels, tubing, etc.),
spaced narrower than the width of the bird’s” bodiesy. Chicken wire or hardware cloth is
unacceptable for covering windows._If an untethered raptor is housed therein, all- walls that are
not solid must be protected on the inside in the same fashion as windows, although heavy duty
netting or similar material may be used to cover the roof and/or walls of the enclosure. DFhe
doors must be secure and easily closed. Artificial or {plastic} grass {such as Astroturf®AstroTurf
®} is recommended for the perching surfaces of blocks used for falcons; uncovered blocks are
notret recommended. Straw,-er sawdust, or /wood chips are not suitable for the floors of a mews
due to the potential for harboring aspergitlosis-Asperqillus spores or other pathogens. Artificial
or {plastic} grass is easily cleaned and has proven to be good floor covering for a mews.

A mews must have at least one suitable perch for each raptor. Multiple untethered raptors may
be housed together if they are.compatible. An untethered raptor must have sufficient space to
fully extend its wings and fly. Each raptor.must have a suitable container of clean water
available for drinking and bathing.

If mews are constructed for untethered raptors, the following general specifications should apply:

Loft, house, pen or enclosuresize:
L Ar0B. i vrar e eeeeenns 8'x8x7

Small..oo 6'X6'x7
(American kestrel, merlin, sharp-shinned hawk)
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A permittee may keep a falconry raptor inside his or her place of residence provided the bird has
at least one suitable perch. If a raptor is kept in a permittee’s home, windows and other openings
of the structure need not be modified, but the raptor must be tethered when not being moved into
or out of locations where it is kept.

Outdoor Facilities

Outdoor facilities are required and must be fully enclosed, and may be made of heavy-gauge
wire, heavy-duty plastic mesh, slats, pipe, wood, or other suitable materials. Facilities must be
covered and have at least one covered perch for each raptor, providing protection from predators
and weather. Facilities must be large enough to insure the birds cannot strike the enclosure when
attempting to fly from perches to which they are tethered.. New or innovative types of housing
facilities and/or husbandry practices may be used asdong as they-satisfy the requirements.above.

A weathering area or other enclosure containing a tFethered raptors mustsheuld be-provided-with
it a suitable, preferably a-padded, perch. When placed out-of-doors, a raptors should be protected
from cats, dogs, and-wild predators, and other dangers, as well as excessive exposure to wind,
rain, snow or sun. A tethered raptor must be able to"fully extend its wings or bate (attempt to fly
while tethered) without damaging'its feathers or contacting other raptors:” Each raptor must have
a suitable container of and-previded-withclean water available for drinking and bathing.

A falconry raptor may be kept outside in the open as long as it is under watch, such as by a
permittee.or a permittee’s family member at any location or, for instance, by a designated
individual in aweathering vard.at a falconry meet.

ermittee’s facilities may be located on property owned by another person where a permittee

resides, or at a different location. Regardless of location, facilities must meet the standards
above and any additional conditions the department may require. For facilities on property not
owned by a permittee, the permittee must provide the department with a signed and dated
statement demonstrating the property owner’s agreement that facilities, equipment, and raptor(s)
may be inspected by a state official, necessarily in the permittee’s presence, at a time mutually
agreed upon by the permittee and the state.

A permittee must notify the department within five business days of changing the location of
permanent falconry facilities.
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Temporary Facilities

When transporting a raptor or hunting away from home facilities, a permittee must provide the
raptor with a suitable perch and protection from predators and other dangers, the elements, and
excessive disturbance. A so-called giant hood or similar container is acceptable housing for a
raptor when transporting it or hunting away from home. A permittee may house a raptor in
temporary facilities for no more than 120 consecutive days.

An an-applicant must possess the following falconry equipment before a a-permit will be issued:

1. Jesses, leashes, and swivels—At least onet pair of Aylmeri or similar type jesses
constructed of pliable, high-quality leather or suitable synthetic material must be used
when any raptor is flown free. Traditional oneZ-piece jesses may be used on a raptors
when ithey-are is not being flown. At least onel flexible and weather-resistant leash and
onet strong swivel of acceptable falconry design (e.g., Sampo or falconry swivel):-

2. Bath container—For each raptor, at least onet container suitable for drinking and
bathing, two2 to six6 inches deep and wider than the length of the raptor:; and

3. Weighing device—A reliable scale or balance suitable for weighing a the-raptor{s) and
graduated into increments of not more than 1/2 ounce (15 grams).

An applicants should have spare materials and the tools necessary to make additional leashes,

jesses, grommets-etc. The size, strength, and type of equipment and facilities should be
appropriate for the size and type of each raptor being-held.

Records and Reporting

Falconry permits are issued with a number of reporting conditions. Failure to comply with these
conditions constitutes a-violation of yeur-permit conditions and may result in a falconer’syeur

permit belng revoked or yebhtrenewal bemgydenled A permlttee must n¥eaa¥&reqm¥ed4e¢|4&a

A permittee H-yed-intending to take a a-raptor from the wild;~yed must first notify both the
regional falconry representative and the nearest department office in the intended-take-area of
your-planned taking activities (including the species, location, and dates) at least 10 days prior to
the intended take. Within 105 days of taking any raptor, a permitteeyes- must notify the regional
falconry representative in the take area of yeur-completed taking activities, including the specific
location and date of take, and the species, age (if known) and sex (if known) of the raptor taken,
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1068 along W|th any other |nformat|on requwed by the department Ihereareaddltlenal—netmeatlen
1069
1070 seeﬂen{-page—lS)—thaddMen—wnhm 105 days of takrng any raptor a yeepermrtte e must

1071 submit USFWS Form 3-186A (Migratory Bird Acquisition/Disposition Report) to the ADF&G
1072 | Permits Section-and-the- USFWS. Form 3-186A is also used to inform the department and-the
1073 | YSFWS-in writing of any transfer, release, escape, loss, or death of a a-raptor within 10 days five
1074 | days-of such occurrence.

1075
1076 | A permittee¥eu should always keep a a-copyy of yeur-falconry permits, annual-reports;-3-

1077 | 186As, impertand-exportpermits-and all other falconry-related records._A permittee must retain
1078 | acopy of all electronic database submissions.documenting take, transfer, loss, rebanding, or

1079 | implanting a microchip in a falconry raptor until five years after transferring or losing the raptor,
1080 | or it has died.

1081

1082  Markers

1083

1084 | Before taking a raptor, a yeupermittee must possess a a-valid falconry permit and, if required, an
1085 | an-appropriate USFWS er-ADF&G-marker (band} issued in the permittee’syedr name. A

1086 | permittee should rdSF\WS-markers-are-black-reolor-and-department-markers-arered—Requests
1087 | afermarker bands shequJe&madern Wrrtrng fromte the ADF&G USFWSAMgrateryLBrrds

1088 | Permits Section
1089 | well in advance of the date the Qermrtte yeu antrcrpates needrng lthem
1090
1091 | Immediately upon taking a a-raptor of a species requiring.a marker band, the permitteeyes must
1092 attach an t—heapproprlate marker band{-seeBandmg—seeHen—beleM Federal—markers—eblaek
1093
1094
1095 Ay Ay
1096 attached a theLmarker band must not be removed except that the rear tab may be trrmmed and
1097  any imperfections.on the surface may be smoothed, provided that the integrity of the marker
1098 | band and numbering are not affected. A permittee may not alter, deface, or counterfeit a marker
1099 | band, nor attach it to a raptor other than the individual-to which the marker band was initially
1100 | attached.

1101
1102 | A permittee may implant an SO (International Organization for Standardization)-compliant (i.e.,
1103 | 134.2 kHz) microchip in‘a raptor in addition to banding. A permittee must report the marker
1104 | band number and/or microchip information when reporting acquisition of a raptor.

1105
1106 | If a permittee documents health or injury problems for a raptor he or she possesses caused by a
1107 | marker band, the state may provide an exemption to the banding requirement for the raptor.

1108 | A permittee must carry a copy of exemption paperwork when flying an exempted raptor. For an
1109 | exempted wild-origin goshawk, peregrine falcon, gyrfalcon, or Harris’s hawk, the marker band
1110 | must be replaced by an ISO-compliant microchip. In such a case, the USFWS will provide a
1111 | suitable microchip.

1112
1113
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A H-marker bands {black-and-red)-from a dead or released raptors must be surrendered to the
department within 15 days of death or release._ A marker band that must be removed or a marker
band lost from a raptor in a permittee’s possession must be reported to the department within five
days of the removal or loss.

Banding

Applying a a-falconry marker band to a a-raptor may be challenging, even to an an-experienced
falconer. The paramount consideration in banding a any-bird is to ensure a the-marker fitss
properly on the tarsusus

and ists applied without injuring or causing undue stress to the raptor. The following guidelines
and illustrations are provided to assist a permitteeyeu in accomplishing this important task.

ll.  Record the the-marker number in the permittee’s your-personal banding diaryy and on
USFWS Form 3-186A (Migratory Bird Acquisition/Disposition Report).

AN

‘ Lo g L MDD E 0 plen

f. Outfit the the-marker band with protective tubing (figure 1). The installation of clear; plastic
ubing over arapter marker bands serves to lessen the risk of injury to a raptors by reducing marker
abrasion to the tarsus and preventing accidental closure of the marker. Plastic tubing also protects
khe the-marker band’s's identification number. The best choice of clear; plastic tubing is AWG
Size #10 with standard 0.016" wall thickness, commonly used for electrical wire installation. It is
tsually available from the ADF&G USFWS-(inquire when requesting a marker bands-frem

) or may be purchased from a hardware orané electrical supply stores.

Figure 1

he length of protective tubing placed on a the-marker band is very important since #tubing limits
ow tightly a marker a-band may be closed on the tarsusus. Use the following table to determine
he length of tubing to apply to_a the-marker band:

Length of Tubing
(inches)
Species (typical applications) Male Female
sharp-shinned hawk 3/4 7/8
goshawk 1-3/8 1-1/2
American kestrel 7/8 7/8
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merlin 718 15/16

peregrine falcon 1-3/8 1-1/2
gyrfalcon 1-7/8 1-7/8
| red-tailedHarlan's hawk 1-7/8 1-7/8

1146

1147 (Cut the the-tubing to length, ensuring the ends are square. Insert the the-marker band strap into the
1148 fubing byas-feHews:— holding the tubinge against a flat surface, pushing the the-strap through the
1149 fubinge- until the tip_i-ts exposed, and grasping the strap tip and slidinge the tubinge solidly against
1150 the locking head. Do not lubricate the-strap or tubinge. Pliers are useful for longer tubinges. The
1151 m+Fhe-marker band, fitted with protective tubing, isis now ready to be placed on the the-raptor.
1152

1153 B. Attach the marker band. Warm the the-marker band in theyeur hand while bending it into a
1154 [ircular form. Position the the-marker band on the tarsusus above the jess (figure 2). The m¥Fhe
1155 prarker band should be placed on the raptor’s's left-leg with the the-serial number right side up.
1156 [This wit-tends to center the locking head in an outboard position if a anametag or bell is-s

1157 pttached to the the-rear tab.

1158

1159 Insert the end of the strap through the locking head box (figure 3). Use pliers to pull the strap

1160 Lhrough and about an inch beyond the locking head. Slowly close the the-marker band to the the

1161 pppropriate size by pulling the the-strap through the locking head. It should not be necessary to
1162 use pliers.
1163
Figure 2 1164 Figure 3
1165

1166 |—Use a fingernail clippers or scissors to cut off the excess strap that-extendings beyond the locking
1167 head. Itis important thatthe strap be cut flush with the surface of the locking head to prevent a
1168 [aptorthe-bird from pulling at iit-.

1169

1170 |—Note:- A pA-properly fitted marker band will move freely on a raptor’s the-leg but be tight

1171 enough to prevent removal from an aa-unjessed raptor.

1172
1173 | Captive PropagationBreeding
1174

1175 | Captive breeding-or-propagation of raptors may only be conducted by a qualified falconers under
1176 | the terms of a special propagation permits issued by beth-the ADF&G Permits Section-and-the
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YUSEWS. For additional information about captive breeding of raptors in Alaska, or to apply for

a propagation permits, contact the ADF&G; Permits Section-and-the- USFWS-Migratery-Birds
Porlsocon,

Conservation Education

A permittee may use a falconry raptor in a conservation program presented in a public venue, but

the raptor must be used primarily for falconry. A permittee must present information about
falconry and the biology, ecological roles, and conservation needs of raptors and other migratory
birds, although not all topics must be addressed in every presentation. A permittee may not
present a program that does not address falconry and conservation education. A permittee may
charge a fee for presentation of a conservation education program, but the fee may not exceed
the amount to recoup costs. An apprentice class permittee may present a conservation program
only under the supervision of a general or master falconer. A permittee is responsible for.any
liability associated with conservation education activities undertaken.

A permittee may allow photography, filming, video recording, or other such uses.of a falconry
raptor to make a movie or another source of information on the practice of faleonry or on the
biology, ecological roles, and conservation needs of raptors and other migratory birds, but may
not be paid for such activities.. Adfalconry raptor may not be used in a commercial venture not
related to falconry or conservation education, nor used for entertainment, advertisement,
promotion, or endorsement of any product, merchandise, good, service, meeting, exhibition, or
fair, or as a representation of any business, company, corporation, or organization.

Rehabilitation

A general or master class falconry permittee may assist a permitted migratory bird rehabilitator
to condition a raptor in preparation for its release to the wild. A falconer may keep a bird he or
she is helping to rehabilitate in his or her facilities.

a. 'Arehabilitator must provide the falconer with a letter or form identifying the
raptor and explaining.that the falconer is assisting in its rehabilitation.

b. A falconer need not meet rehabilitation facility standards, only the facility
standards for afalconry permit; a falconry permittee’s facilities are not subject to

inspectionfor compliance with rehabilitation facility standards.

c. A raptor possessed for rehabilitation purposes need not be added to a falconer’s
permit; it remains under the rehabilitator’s permit.

d. Through coordination with a rehabilitator, a falconer must release the raptor to
the wild or return it to the rehabilitator for release within the 180-day timeframe
in which a rehabilitator is authorized to possess a bird, unless the issuing office
authorizes retention and conditioning for longer than 180 days, or unless the
rehabilitator permanently transfers the bird to the falconer under his or her
falconry permit.

14
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e. A raptor that cannot be released to the wild must be returned to the rehabilitator
for placement within the 180-day timeframe in which the rehabilitator is
authorized to possess the raptor, unless the issuing office authorizes retention for
longer than 180 days.

Abatement

A master class falconry permittee may conduct abatement activities with a raptor possessed for
falconry only if he or she holds a federal Special Purpose Abatement permit. A general class
falconry permittee may conduct abatement @ctivities only as a subpermittee of a Special Purpose
abatement permit holder. Only a Special Purpose Abatement permittee may receive payment for
abatement services.
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1236 FALCONRY REGULATIONS

1237 |

1238

1239 5 AAC 92.029. Permits for possessing live game.

1240

1241

1242 (F) ... the following species may be temporarily released for the purpose of hunting dog or
1243 | raptorfalcen training, field trials, and tests:

1244

1245 (1) Pigeon (Columba livia Var.);

1246

1247 (2) Pheasant, Junglefowl, or Coturnix (Subfamily Phasianinae);

1248

1249 (3) any Guineafowl species (Subfamily Numidinae);

1250

1251 (4) any New World Quail species, including Colinus, [i.e., Bobwhite] (Subfamily

1252 Odontophorinae);

1253

1254 (5) any duck, goose, swan, or other migratory waterfowl which the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
1255 Service has determined does not require a federal permit for private ownership;

1256

1257 (6) Chukar partridge (Alectoris chukar).

1258

1259 (9) A person using live game listed in (f) of this section for the purpose of hunting dog or
1260 | raptorfaleen training, field trials, or tests

1261

1262 (1) may release the game only on the day of use and shall make reasonable efforts to
1263 capture, Kkill, or recover the temporarily released live game;

1264

1265 | (2) may take the live game in connection with hunting dog or raptorfateen training, field
1266 trial, and test activities; and

1267

1268 (3) must legally acquire, hold, and dispose of the live game in accordance with all other
1269 applicable state statutes and regulations.

1270

1271

1272

1273 5 AAC 92.037. Permits for falconry. (a) A permit jeinthy-issued by the department

1274 | and a valid, current Alaska hunting license ard-the-United-StatesFish-and-Wildlfe-Service-is
1275  required for taking, transporting, or possessing a raptor for falconry or for practicing falconry in
1276  this state. The permit will be issued under standards, procedures, and conditions set out in the
1277 | Falconry Standards section of the Alaska Falconry Manual No. 98, dated July 1, 201208; that
1278 | section of the falconry manual is hereby adopted by reference. Only a bird defined in (gf) of this
1279 | section as a raptor may be taken, transported, imported, exported, held, or possessed for falconry.
1280
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(b) A permittee must have the permit or a legible copy of it in his or her immediate possession
if not at the location of his or her falconry facilities and is trapping, transporting, working with,
or flying a falconry raptor.

(c) A falconry permit must always be accompanied by a valid, current Alaska hunting license.

(db)- A person may not temporarily or permanently export a raptor taken from the wild in this
state unless the person has legally possessed that raptor under an Alaska falconry permit in this
state for at least one year, except a r—aptor held less than one full year may be exported
temporarily or permanently if the falconer holding it has maintained Alaska residency
continuously for at least two years immediately prior to the date of export. Prior oral, electronic,
or written notificationwritten-approval of the departmenteommissioner is required before a raptor
may be exported from or imported into this state, exeept-including as follows:

—(1) a raptor legally possessed by an Alaska falconer may be temporarily exported from
this state for a period not to exceed 12 months. A permittee shall notify the regional
falconry representative of the temporary export of a raptor at least 10 days before leaving
Alaska, shall provide the date of departure and anticipated date of return, and shall netify
the department’s regional falconry representative within 10 days after returning the raptor
to Alaska; and

—(2) an individual with a valid, current permit for falconry in another state exprovinece
may temporarily import a raptor, and use it for falconry for up to 60 days under the terms
of Alaska Falconry Manual No. 9a-temperary-permitissued-by-the-commissioner; an
individual moving into this state may import an allowed raptor species under authority of
a current falconrytemperary permit from the home state, but must notify the department
at least 30 days before the date of import and apply for an Alaska falconry permit n-this
state-within 30 days after the raptor arrives in this state. Upon approval, the falconry
permit becomes valid with a valid, current Alaska hunting license. Conditions for the
import of the raptor shall be determined by the department as specified in Alaska
Falconry Manual No. 9.

(ee) A falconer is liable for the actions of the raptor with respect to seasons, bag limits, and
other applicable regulations. If a falconry bird takes guarrygame that may not be taken under
established regulations, the falconer must leave the dead quarrygame where it lies, except that
the raptor may feed upon the game before leaving the kill site. A falconer must report take of
any federally listed endangered or threatened species to the USFWS Ecological Services Field
Office for the location in which the take oceurred. With a falconry bird, a falconer may take any
bird species listed in 50 CFR.821, 50 CFR 843, 50 CFR 844, 50 CFR 845, or 50 CFR 846 for
which a depredation order IS in.place at any time in accordance with the conditions of the
applicable depredation order, but may not:be paid for doing so.

(fe) The commissioner may impose additional permit conditions as necessary.
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(of) In this section, "raptor” means a bird of any Accipitriform, Falconiform, or Strigiform

species described by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in the Code of Federal Regulations, Title
50, Part 10 (50 CFR 810.12 and 50 CFR 8§10.13), including all subspecies thereof, including:

(1) turkey vulture (Cathartes aura);

(2) osprey (Pandion haliaetus);

(3) bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus);

(4) white-tailed eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla);

(5) Steller's sea-eagle (Haliaeetus pelagicus);

(6) northern harrier (Circus cyaneus);

(7) Asiatic sparrow hawk (Accipiter gularis);

(8) sharp-shinned hawk (Accipiter striatus);

(9) Cooper's hawk (Accipiter cooperii);

(10) _northern goshawk (Accipiter gentilis);

(11) Harris's hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus);

(12) Swainson's hawk (Buteoswainsoni);

(13) red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis);

(14) ferruginous hawk (Buteo regalis);

(15) rough-legged hawk (Buteo lagopus);

(16)_golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos);

(17) " Eurasian kestrel (Falco tinnunculus);

(18) American kestrel (Falco sparverius);

(19) merlin‘(Falco columbarius);

(20) aplomado falcon (Falco femoralis);

(21) peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus);

(22) qgyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus);

(23) prairie falcon (Falco mexicanus);

(24) western screech-owl (Otus kennicottii);

(25) great horned owl (Bubo virginianus);

(26) snowy owl (Bubo scandiacus);

(27) _northern hawk-owl (Surniaulula);

(28) northern pygmy-owl (Glaucidium gnoma);

(29) barred owl (Strix varia);

(30) great gray owl (Strix nebulosa);

(31) long-eared owl (Asio otus);

(32) short-eared owl (Asio flammeus);

(33) boreal owl (Aegolius funereus);

(34) _northern saw-whet owl (Aegolius acadicus); and

(35) hybrids of these species produced by raptor breeders.

bird of the followi oc:
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Note: For regulations governing hunting of small game and migratory birds, including special
seasons and/or restrictions for falconry (5 AAC 85.065), refer to the current Alaska State
Hunting Regulations or Alaska Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations.
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ALASKA FALCONRY STANDARDS

Definitions

1. For the purpose of the falconry standards:

a.

b.

“Falconry” means the sport of pursuing, capturing, or killing game by means of a
trained raptors.

“Take” means to trap or capture, or attempt to trap or capture any raptor.

c. _e—"Raptor” means any bird of the following species described by the U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service in the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 50, Part 10 (50 CFR
§10.12 and 50 CFR 810.13), including all’subspecies-thereof: turkey vulture
(Cathartes aura); osprey (Pandion haliaetus); bald eagle (Haliaeetus
leucocephalus); white-tailed eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla); Steller's sea-eagle
(Haliaeetus pelagicus); northern harrier (Circus cyaneus); Asiatic sparrow hawk
(Accipiter gularis); sharp-shinned hawk (Accipiter striatus); Cooper's hawk
(Accipiter.cooperii); northern goshawk (Accipiter gentilis); Harris's hawk (Parabuteo
unicinctus); Swainson's hawk (Buteo swainsoni); red-tailed hawk (Buteo
jamaicensis); ferruginous hawk (Buteo regalis); rough-legged hawk (Buteo lagopus);
golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos); Eurasian kestrel (Faleo tinnunculus); American
kestrel (Falco sparverius); merlin (Falco columbarius); aplomado.falcon (Falco
femoralis); peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus); gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus); prairie
falcon (Falco mexicanus); western screech-owl (©tus kennicottii); great.horned owl
(Bubo virginianus); snowy owl (Bubo scandiacus); northern hawk-owl (Surnia
ulula); northern pyamy-owl (Glaucidium gnoma); barred owl.(Strix varia); great gray
owl (Strix nebulosa); long-eared owl (Asio otus); short<eared owl (Asio flammeus);
boreal owl (Aegolius funereus); northern saw-whet owl (Aegolius acadicus); and
hybrids of these species produced by raptor breeders.any-bird-of the-foHowing

“Eyas” means a raptor from the wild in its first year that is not yet capable of flight.

“Passage bird” means a raptor from the wild in its first year that is capable of
sustained flight.
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f. “Permittee” means a person who holds a valid, current Alaska falconry permit and a
valid, current Alaska hunting license, or who takes, transports, or possesses a raptor
for faleonry-orfor-the practice of falconry under a falconry permit issued in
accordance with the falconry standards in this section of this manual.

0. “Resident” means a person (including an alien) who is physically present in Alaska
with the intent to remain indefinitely and make a home in Alaska, has maintained that
person’s domicile in Alaska for the 12 consecutive months immediately preceding
application for a license, and is not claiming residency or obtaining benefits under a
claim of residency in another state, territory, or country; or a member of the military
service or U.S. Coast Guard whohas been stationed in Alaska for the 12 consecutive
months immediately preceding application for a license; or a dependent of a resident
member of the military service or U.S. Coast.Guard who has lived in Alaska for the
12 consecutive months immediately preceding application for a license. A person
who does not otherwise qualify as a resident may not qualify by virtue of an‘interest
in an Alaska business.

g-h.“Transfer of raptor” means to transfer or change the possession of a raptor from one
permittee to another permittee; transfers gees-notinclude the sale, barter, or exchange
of a raptor for anything of value.

i. “Year” means any 12-month period defined by the state-for determining possession
and take of raptors for falconry.

Falconry Permits

2.

A person may not take, transport, or possess a raptor-, including Accipitriform,
Falconiform, and Strigiform birds not identified as raptors.n these standards, for falconry
or for the practice of falconry in Alaska without possessing a valid, current falconry
permit —A-faleenry-permit-shat-be-issued jointhy-by the department and a valid, current

Alaska hunting license-and-arepresentative-ef-the-Alaska-effice of the U-SFish-and
Wildlife-Service. A raptor held under a falconry permit must be trained in the pursuit of

wild game and used in hunting.

A falconry permit is nontransferable. When accompanied by a eurrentvalid, current
Alaska hunting license issued to the permittee, a falconry permit authorizes the permittee
to hunt game in.compliance with seasons, bag limits, and other provisions of law. Special
or written permission is not required for falconry activities on public lands where it is
authorized, but a permittee must comply with all applicable federal, state, territorial or
tribal laws regarding falconry activities, including hunting. A falconry permit does not
authorize capture or release of a raptor or the practice of falconry on public lands if
prohibited on those lands, or on private property, without permission from the landowner
or custodian.

21
Falconry Tab

109 of 137



1477
1478
1479
1480
1481
1482
1483
1484
1485
1486
1487
1488
1489
1490
1491
1492
1493
1494
1495
1496
1497
1498
1499
1500
1501
1502
1503
1504
1505
1506
1507
1508
1509
1510
1511
1512
1513
1514
1515
1516
1517
1518
1519
1520
1521
1522

A falconry permit is valid from the date issued through the 31st day of January of the
third calendar year following the year of issue, unless the department specifies a shorter
period on the permit.

A rA+epresentative of the department may, during business hours on any day of the
week, at a time mutually agreed upon by the state and a permittee, and only in the
presence of the permittee, inspect falconry raptor(s), facilities, equipment and records. at

rapteeanerrapter—faemnes—lf eanspectlon reveals as%hatea raptor Isn poor condltlon as
a result of the-permitteea permittee’ss negligence, if facilities are determined te-be

inadequate-underfederal-standards-#-50-CFR 82129, or if a the-permittee violatess any
other provision of the falconry standards in this section of this manual, the department
may revoke a the-permit.

Falconry permits are issued for apprentice, general, and master class falconers.
a. Apprentice class permits are issued with the following conditions:
(1) A permittee may not possess more than one raptor at any time, may not take a

nestling raptor from the wild, nor obtain more than one raptor for replacement
during any 12-month period; and

(2) 2)A permittee may take, transport, or possess all authorized enby-the-fellowing
species, except bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), white-tailed eagle

(Haliaeetus albicilla), Steller’s sea-eagle (Haliaeetus pelagicus), nerthern harrier
(Circus cyaneus), Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainseni), ferruginous hawk (Buteo
regalis), golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos), peregrine falcon (Falcoperegrinus),
prairie falcon (Falco mexicanus), short-eared owl (Asio flammeus), and hybrids of
these specres produced by raptor breeders; andwhrehmust—be—t&kenirem%he#\mer

(3) An interspecific hybridraptor or raptor of a species not indigenous to Alaska may
not be flown free unless the permittee first-attaches to the bird at least two radio
transmitters designed to track the bird if it is lost.

b. General class permits are issued with the following conditions:

(1) A permittee may not possess more than threewe raptors at any time nor obtain
more than two raptors, whether for initial stocking or for replacement of raptors
already possessed under a permit, during any 12-month period,;

(2) A permittee may take, transport, or possess all authorizedenly-the-foHlewing
species except bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus ), white-tailed eagle
(Haliaeetus albicilla), Steller’s sea-eagle (Haliaeetus pelagicus), and golden eagle
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(Aquna chrysaetos)—Amene&nkestmLmeﬁwneﬁhemﬂesha\MH#mp—shmed

(3) An interspecific hybrid raptor or raptor of a species not indigenous to Alaska must

be-surgicaly-steritized-and-may not be flown free unless the permittee first

attaches to the bird at least twore radio transmitters designed to track the bird if it
is lost.

c. Master class permits are issued with the following conditions:

(1) A permittee may not possess more than five wild-takenthree raptors at any time,
three of which.may be eagles, but may possess any number of captive=bred
raptors. During any 12-month period, a permittee may not obtain more than two

raptors taken from the W|Id—AfeapryLHme—arpe#m¢te&mayLFeplae&a4aMuuy

(2) A permittee may take, transport, or possess all authorizedenty-the-feHowing
speC|es except bald eaqle (Hallaeetus Ieucocephalus)—AmeHeankestrel—mem

(3) An interspecific hybrid raptor or raptor of a species not indigenous to Alaska must

be-surgically-sterthized-and-may not be flown free unless the permittee first

attaches to the bird at least twore radio transmitters designed to track the bird if it
is lost.

Federal requlations contain additional provisions and restrictions for eagles:

a. A master falconer-may possess up to three eagles of the following species:
white-tailed eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla), Steller’s sea-eagle (Haliaeetus
pelagicus), and golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos).

b. The department must document the following before approving requests to
possess eagles for use in falconry:

1) an applicant’s experience in handling large raptors, including information
about the species handled and the type and duration of the activity claimed
as pertinent experience; and
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2) at least two letters of reference from people with experience handling
and/or flying large raptors such as eagles, ferruginous hawks (Buteo
regalis), goshawks (Accipiter gentilis), or great horned owls (Bubo
virginianus). Each letter must contain a concise history of the author’s
experience with large raptors which may include, but is not limited to,
rehabilitating large raptors, scientific studies involving large raptors, or
handling of raptors held by zoos and/or rehabilitation operations. Each
letter must also assess the applicant’s ability to care for eagles and fly them

in falconry.

c. White-tailed eagles, Steller’s sea-eagles, or golden eagles count as wild-taken
raptors a permittee may possess.

d. A master falconer authorized to possess golden-eagles may take one or two
immature or sub-adult golden eagles from the wild as provided in 50 CFR 22.23
and 22.24.

e. A permittee mustsend the entire body of a falconry golden eagle that dies,
including all feathers, talons, and other parts, to the National Eagle Repository.

A permittee must ensure falconry activities do not cause the take of federally listed

threatened or endangered wildlife. “Take” under the Endangered Species /Act (50 CFR
83(18)) means “to harass, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, Kill, trap, capture; or collect or
attempt to engage in any such conduct.” Within this definition, to “harass” means any act
that may.injure wildlife by disrupting normal behavior, including breeding, feeding, or
sheltering. To.“harm”'means an act that actually Kills or injures wildlife (50 CFR §17.3).
Contact'the department to obtain information about endangered or threatened species in
Alaska or on lands where a permittee wishes to practice falconry; contact the USFWS for
information on federally listed species.

Hacking, or temporary release to.the wild, is an allowable method of conditioning a

raptor for falconry. Only a general or master class falconer may hack a raptor.

a. A raptor at hack counts against a permittee’s possession limit.

b. An interspecific hybrid raptor or a raptor of a species not indigenous to Alaska
must have attached at least two functioning radio transmitters during hacking.

c. A permittee may not hack a falconry raptor near nesting areas of federally
designated threatened or endangered bird species, or in other locations where
raptors are likely to disturb, harm, or take federally listed threatened or
endangered animal species. A permittee should contact the department and/or
the USFWS regional office before hacking a falconry bird to prevent adverse
encounters with listed wildlife.
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10. A permittee may use acceptable falconry practices such as, but not limited to, the use of
creance (tethered) flying, a lure, a balloon, or a kite in training and conditioning a
falconry raptor. A permittee may fly a falconry raptor at any bird species not protected
by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and at captive-raised animals.

#11.  The commissioner may add to a permit other conditions that-the commissioner

determines are necessary under the circumstances in order to protect raptors that are to be
taken, transported, or possessed under the permit.

Falconry Permit Requirements and Application Procedures

complete and submit an application formfrom the department, co-signed by a parent

or legal quardian if the applicant is under 18 years of age;

prove he or she has either passed the falconry examination administered by the

department or'has previously held an Alaska falconry permit at the'sought level.

present an original,. signed certification of particular familiarity with 50 CFR §10.13

(the list of migratory bird species to which the Migratory Bird Treaty Act applies, 50
CFR 813 (general permit regulations), 50 CFR 821 (migratory bird permits), and 50
CFR 822 (eagle permits). This certification is incorporated into thedepartment’s
application form and is worded as follows:

| certify that | have read and am familiar with
the requlations in title 50, part 13, of the Code
of Federal Regulations and the other
applicable parts in subchapter B of chapter 1
of title 50, and that the information | have
submitted is complete and accurate to the best
of my knowledge and belief. | understand that
any false statement.herein may.subject me to
the criminal penalties of 18 U.S.C.1001.

have his or herraptor housing facilities and equipment inspected by the ADF&G

falconry representative for that region and certified as meeting the standards set forth

submit a falconry permit application and pay any applicable fee to the ADF&G

Permits Section. An application form is included in the Alaska Falconry Manual;
forms are also available from the Permits Section and the regional offices of the

12. A falconer must:
in this manual; and
department.

138.

A nReguirements-and-procedures-fornew (apprentice) falconers must:
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149.

15.

An-appheant-must-be at least 124 years of age;

An-apphicantmust-be sponsored by a-general or master class falconer who is at least
18 years old and has at least two years’ experience at the general falconer level,;

An-appheant-must-answer correctly at least 80% of the questions on a supervised
examination administered by ADF&G staff (an a;-an-applicant-whe-fatls failing the
examination may retake a similar test after waiting at least 30 days, but an an
applicant may not take the examination more than twice during any six-month
period); and

provide a letter from a master or general class falconer 18 years of age or older stating

he or she has agreed to assist the applicant in:-learning about the husbandry and
training of raptors held for falconry and about relevantwildlife laws and regulations,
and in deciding what species of raptor s appropriate to possess while an apprentice.

Requirements and procedures for renewing a permit:

a.

To renew a falconry permit, a permittee must eheck-the“Are-you-requesting renewal

2” bex-on-the-annual-repertform-and pay anyH applicable fees; a request for renewal
must be submitted at least 20 days prior to expiration of the current permit; -(please

check with ADF&G Permits Section for a-current fee schedule}. A permit will not be
renewed unless the permittee has complied with all reporting requirements and other
provisions of the falconry standards in this manual.

A rRenewal permit_is are-valid from the date issued through the 31st day of January
of the third calendar year following the year of issue, unless the department specifies
a shorter period on the permit.

Regquirements and procedures for reinstating a lapsed permit:

a.

If a permit has lapsed for fewer than five years, it may be reinstated at the level an

applicant held previously with proof of certification at that level.
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| 160.

171

b.

If a permit has lapsed for five years or longer, an applicant must correctly answer at

least 80 percent of the questions on an examination administered by the department.
If the applicant passes the exam, the permit may be reinstated at the level previously
held. An applicant’s facilities must pass department inspection before a permittee
may possess a falconry bird.

If a permit has been revoked, the department may restore the person’s permit at the

end of the revocation period upon request of the person whose permit was revoked.

Requirements and procedures for upgrading a permit:

a.

To upgrade a falconry permit, a permittee must presentsubrit a written request for an
upgrade to the ADF&G Permits Section. The request must specify the number of
months of experience the applicant has in the practice of falconry and provide written
documentation {arnualreports)-to support the request (only time with a bird in
possession counts as experience). Documentation must include a summary of species
held and how long each bird was held. An apprentice falconers must also
presentebtain a letter of recommendation from his or hertheir sponsor supporting the
upgrade_and attesting the applicant has practiced falconry with a‘raptor(s) taken from
the wild at the apprentice level for at least two years, including maintaining, training,
flying, and hunting the raptor(s) for an average of six months per year=. A general
class falconer must be at least 16 years of age. An applicant seeking upgrade to
master class must attest to having practiced falconry at the general level for at least

five years.

A rA—+equest for an-upgrade will be granted at the discretion of the department. A rA
request may be denied due to failure to comply with permit conditions and reporting
requirements, substandard raptor housing facilities, birds that are in poor condition, or
loss or deaths of raptors in the applicant’s care.

An uAn-tpgrade may be requested at any time and there is no fee to upgrade an
existing permit. If the upgrade is approved, tFhe existing permit will be re-issued at
the higher class level and will retain the original expiration date.

Requirements and procedures to transfer a-falconry permits from arother states or
countries:

a.

The procedures for transferring a a-permit from anarother state_is-are the same as for
a new falconers, except that-no sponsor is -is-required for a general or master class
permittee, and a the-falconer must presentsubmit a a-copyy of his or her his-orher
ewrrentvalid, current falconry permit along with his or her the-application. A
permittee from another state who previously held an Alaska falconry permit need not
pass the Alaska falconry examination.;
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18.

b. An An-Alaska falconry permit issued to a a-falconer from ananother statestate- will be
issued at the apprentice class level unless the the-falconer ean-presentsprevide-cepies

ofannual-faleenry-reperts documentationing establishing the requisite experience to
qualify at a a-higher class level.

Requirements and procedures for visitors practicing falconry in Alaska:

a. A U.S. visitor to Alaska may qualify for a temporary falconry permit appropriate to

his or her level of experience.

A temporary falconry permit may be valid for any period specified by the

department.

. To demonstrate knowledge of Alaskafalconry laws and requlations, a U.S. visitor

must correctly answer at least 80 percent of the questions on a supervised
examination for falconers administered by the department. If a U.S. visitor passes

the examination, the department will determine the level of permitfor which the
visitor is.qualified, based on the visitor’s documentation of hisor her falconry

experience.

A person holding a temporary falconry permit may possess a raptor. for falconry if

he or she has approved falconry facilities and may fly a raptor held for falconry
by a permitted falconer.

.»A person holding a temporary falconry permit.may not take a bird from the wild

to use.in falconry.

b. For the duration of his or her temporary falconry permit, a U.S. visitor may use any

birds for falconry he or she possesses legally in his or her state of residence for that
purpose, provided import of those species to Alaska is not prohibited, and provided
he or she has met all permitting requirements of his or her state of residence.

i. A U.S. visitor must comply with the provisions of this Manual, the state of

Alaska, and all states, territories, provinces, and other jurisdictions through which

he or she travels.witha falconry raptor.

ii. A U.S. visitor may transport a reqistered raptor. See 50 CFR 8§14 (importation,

exportation, and transportation of wildlife), 50 CFR 815 (Wild Bird Conservation

Act), 50 CFR 817 (endangered and threatened species), 50 CFR 821 (migratory
bird import and export permits), and 50 CFR 8§23 (endangered species
convention) for details.

iii. Unless a U.S. visitor has the necessary permit to bring a raptor into Alaska and

leave it here, he or she must take the raptor brought into the state for falconry out

of Alaska when he or she leaves. If a raptor brought into Alaska dies or is lost
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while in this state, a U.S. visitor must document the loss before leaving Alaska by
reporting said loss to the department.

iv. When flown free, a falconry raptor brought to Alaska temporarily must wear two
functioning radio transmitters designed to track the bird if lost.

v. The commissioner may impose additional restrictions on U.S. residents practicing
falconry or importing a raptor for falconry.

A non-U.S. visitor to Alaska may qualify for a temporary falconry permit appropriate

to his or her level of experience.

i. A temporary falconry permit may be valid.for any period specified by the
department.

ii. To demonstrate’knowledge of U.S. and Alaska falconry laws and regulations, a
non-U.S. visitor must correctly answer at least 80 percent of the guestions en a
supervised examination for falconers administered by the department. If a non-
U.S. visitor passes the.examination, the department will determine the level of
permit for which the non-U.S. visitor is qualified, based on the non-U.S. visitor’s
documentation of his or her falconry experience.

iii. A non-U.S. visitor holding a temporary falconry permit may possess a raptor for
falconry if he or she has approved falconry facilities and may fly.a raptor held for
falconry by a permitted falconer.

iv. /A non-U.S.visitor holding a temporary falconry permit may not take a bird from
the wild to use in falconry.

For the duration of his or her temporary. falconry permit, a non-U.S. visitor may use

any birds for falconry he or she possesses legally in his or her country of residence for
that purpose, provided import of those species to the U.S. and Alaska is not
prohibited, and provided he or she has.met all permitting requirements of his or her
country of residence.

i. A non-U.Savisitor must comply with the provisions of this Manual, the state of
Alaska, and all states, territories, provinces, and other jurisdictions through which
he or she travels with a falconry raptor.

ii. A non-U.S. visitor may transport a registered raptor; a non-U.S. visitor may need
one or more additional permits to bring a raptor into Alaska and the U.S. or to
return home with it. See 50 CFR 814 (importation, exportation, and
transportation of wildlife), 50 CFR 815 (Wild Bird Conservation Act), 50 CFR
817 (endangered and threatened species), 50 CFR 821 (migratory bird import and
export permits), and 50 CFR 823 (endangered species convention) for details.
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iii. Unless a non-U.S. visitor has the necessary permit to bring a raptor into Alaska
and the U.S. and leave it here, he or she must take the raptor brought into the
country for falconry out of the country when he or she leaves. If a raptor brought
into the U.S. dies or is lost while in this country, a non-U.S. visitor must
document the loss before leaving the U.S. by reporting said loss to the

department.

iv. When flown free, a falconry raptor brought to Alaska and the U.S. temporarily
must wear two functioning radio transmitters designed to track the birds if lost.

v. The commissioner may impose.additional restrictions on non-U.S. residents
practicing falconry or importing a raptor for falconry.

19. Updating a falconry permit after a move:

a.

If an Alaska permittee moves to a new state or outside the jurisdiction of the

department and.takes a falconry raptor along, the permittee must inform the
department and the permitting authority for the new place of residence of the address
change. To obtain a new falconry permit, a permittee must follow the permit
application procedures of the authority under which the permittee wishes to acquire a
new permit. A permittee may keep a falconry raptor held while applying for a new
falconry permit, although the new jurisdiction into which the permittee moves may
place restrictions on possession of falconry raptors until the permitiee meets local
residency requirements.

Temporary Facilities

2042. A permittee shall provide aH raptors being transported or held in a temporary facility with
safe, humane housing and shall protect the raptors from extreme temperatures and
excessive disturbance. A person may not hold a raptor in a temporary facility for longer
than 4530 days.

Markers
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2114, Beforea. Before takingtaking- a goshawk, Harris’s hawk, peregrine falcon, or gyrfalcon
from the wildrapter, or acquiring one from a rehabilitator, a permittee shall obtain a U-S-
Fish-and-WHdlife-Service er-ADF&G-marker band issued by the department in the
permittee’s name. Upon taking a goshawk, Harris’s hawk, peregrine falcon or gyrfalcon,
a permittee shall |mmed|ately attach the U.S. Fish and W|Id||fe Servrce marker band to
the raptor. U Ay

%medﬁe&aﬁaeh#reADF&G#narkeHe#erapter—The marker band may not be

removed, except that the rear tab may be removed and any imperfections on the surface
may be smoothed if the integrity of the marker and numbering are not affected.

b. A permittee may purchase and implant an_ISO (International Organization for
Standardization) -compliant (134.2 kHz) microchip in a bird in addition to banding. A
permittee must report the band number and any microchip-information when reporting
acquisition of a bird.

c. A raptor bred in captivity must be banded with a seamless metal USFWS marker band
or carry an implanted ISO-compliant microchip. If a permittee must remove a seamless
band or if it isdost, the permittee must report 1t and request a replacement USFWS non-

reusable marker, or implant an ISO-compliant microchip. A wild-origin raptor may not

be banded with seamless-metal USFWS marker bands.

d. If a marker band must be removed or is lost from a raptor in a permittee’s possession, a
permittee must notify the department Permits Section within five days, and request a
USFWS non-reusable marker band from the department. The permittee must submit the
required information immediately upon re-banding the raptor at
http://permits.fws.gov/186A or by submitting a paper form 3-186A to the department.

The permittee may purchase and implant an 1SO-compliant (134.2 kHz) microchip in the
raptor_in addition to banding and report the microchip information at
http://permits.fws.gov/186A or by submitting a paper form 3-186A to the department.

e. A permittee may not alter, deface, or counterfeit a marker band, nor attach it to a raptor
other than the individual to which the marker band-was initially attached.

Taking of Raptors

2215. Take of any raptor species must be in compliance with these standards. Only an Alaska
resident holding awalid, current falconry permit and a valid, current Alaska hunting
license may take a raptor from the wild in Alaska. An eAnr-eyas_or passage bird may be

taken anv dav of the vearenlyﬁfrem—May—z@threughAugust% A—passagebrrd—adult

Nevember%@—Except for Amerlcan kestrels and great horned owls a-raptors-that-is over
one year of age may not be taken. Actively breeding birds, including those in immature
plumage, may not be taken. An eAreeyas may be taken only by a general or master class
falconer; re-more-than-tw : at least
one nestling must be left in any nest or eyrre from which a bird is removed. A permittee
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may not intentionally capture a raptor of a species not allowed by his or her classification
for possession for falconry. A permittee unintentionally or otherwise capturing a raptor
not allowed must release it immediately.

a. A permittee may take no more than two raptors from the wild each year for use in

falconry.

b. If a permittee transfers a raptor taken from the wild to another permittee in the same

year in which it was taken, that bird will count as a raptor the permittee is allowed to take

from the wild that year; it will not count as a capture by the recipient permittee, but will
always be considered a wild-origin bird. Ne.matter how long a wild-taken raptor is held
in captivity or whether it is transferred to another.permittee or permittees or permit types,
it is always considered a wild-taken bird. Such a bird is-considered taken from the wild
only by the permittee who originally captured it, not by any subsequent permittee or
permittees to whom it.is legally transferred.

c. A permittee taking possession of a raptor for falconry purposes, whoris present at the

capture site, even if.another person captures the raptor, is considered the person who
removes the bird from the wild and is responsible for reporting that take.

d. If a permittee seeking possession of a falconry raptor is not at the immediate location

where a raptor is taken from the wild, the person who removes the birdfrom the wild
must be a general or master class permittee, and must report take of the'bird, even if it is
promptly transferred to._the recipient permittee. \When that person transfers.the raptor to
the absent permittee, both must report the transfer. The bird will count as one of the two
raptors.the permittee:who took it from the wild is allowed to capture in any one year.
The raptor will not count as a capture by the recipient permittee.

e. If a permittee has a long-term physical impairment (i.e.; a permittee who provides the
department with either 1) writtenproof that the person receives.at least 70 percent
disability compensation from aigovernment agency for a physical disability or 2) an
affidavit signed by a physician licensed to.practice-medicine in the state, stating that the
person is at least 70 percent disabled) preventing direct capture of a species allowed for
falconry use by that permittee,.a general or master class permittee may take a raptor for
that person. When<a raptor is taken from the wild, the recipient permittee is then
responsible for reporting the take, and the bird will count as one of the two raptors he or
she is allowedto capture in any one year.

f. A general or master class permittee may take no more than one raptor of a threatened
species from the wild each.year if 1) federal regulations allow take, 2) the permittee
obtains federal endangered species permits to do so, and 3) the permittee complies with
applicable state, territorial, or tribal conditions regarding take of a listed species.

a.  Peregrine falcon take requirements:
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2316. A pPRermittees must comply with the following notification requirements when taking a

raptors for falconry:

a. Regional falconry representatives and department offices where the permittees must
report his or hertheir planned and completed taking activities:

(1) Game Management Units 1 - 5: "ADF&G, Division of Wildlife Conservation,
Region I, 803-3¢d-Street-P.O. Box 110024, Douglas, AK 9981124-0024;

(2) Game Management Units 6, 7, 8, 14(C), and 15-17: ADF&G, Division of
Wildlife Conservation, Region I1, 333 Raspberry Road, Anchorage, AK 99518-
159965;

(3) Game Management Units 12, 19, 20—, 21;, 24, 25, 26B, and 26C: ADF&G,
Division of Wildlife Conservation, Region 111, 1300 College Road, Fairbanks, AK
99701-155199;

(4) Game Management Units’9, 10, 11, 13, 14(A), 14(B), 16, and 17: ADF&G,
Division of Wildlife Conservation, Region 1V, 1800 Glenn Highway Suite 4,
Palmer, AK 99645-6736;

4}(5) Game Management Units 18, 22, 23 and 26A: ADF&G, Division of Wildlife
Conservation, Region V, Pouch 1148, Nome, AK 99762; and

{5)State copy of form 3-186A: ADF&G, Permits Section, Division of Wildlife
Conservation, 1255 \West 8th-Street—P.0O. Box 115526, Juneau, AK 99811-5526.:

b. At least 10 days bBefore taking any raptor from the wild, a permittee must notify:
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(1) the department regional falconry representative in the intended area of take of the
permittee’s planned taking activities, including the area, species, and timing of
take; and

(2) the nearest department office in the intended area of take of the permittee’s
planned taking activities, including the area, species, and timing of take.

c. Within 10five days after taking any raptor, exeluding-an-Americanperegrine-falcon
or-arctic-peregrine-falcon-a permittee must:

(1) notify the department regional falconry representative in the area of take of the
permittee’s completed taking activities, including the specific location, date,
species, age (if known) and sex (if known) of take; ane

(2) presentsubmit other information related to the taking, as requested by the
department:; and

(3) submit a completed federal form 3-186A (Migratory Bird Acquisition/ Disposition

24.

Report) to the ADF&G Permits . Section.

A permittee may recapture a raptor wearing a seamless metal band, transmitter, falconry

25.

equipment, or any other item identifying it as a falconry or captive-bred hirdat any time,
even if he or she is not allowed to possess the species. Such a bird will-not count against
apermittee’s possession limit, nor will its take count against a permittee’s annual wild
take limit. A recapture.must be reported to the state no more than five business.days after
the occurrence. A permittee must return a recaptured falconry raptor to the permittee
who lost it, If that person may legally possess it. Disposition of a.raptor whose legal
possession cannot be determined will be at the discretion of the department. While a
permittee is keeping a bird for return to the permittee who lost it, that bird will neither
count against the permittee’s possession limit nor the limit on take of raptors from the
wild, but the permittee must report possession of such a raptor to the department within
five business days.

A permittee may take a raptor he or she is authorized to possess from the wild if the bird

is banded with a Federal Bird Banding Laboratory aluminum band, except a permittee
may not take a banded peregrine falcon from the wild.

a. A permittee capturing a peregrine falcon marked with a research band or another
research marking must immediately release it, except a falcon wearing a
transmitter may be held for up to 30 days in order to contact the researcher to
determine if a transmitter or battery warrants replacement. A researcher may
choose to replace a transmitter or battery, or remove a transmitter. A researcher,
his or her designee, or a falconry permittee authorized by the researcher may
conduct this work. If the researcher chooses, a transmitter may be removed and
the falcon transferred to the permittee, who may keep such a bird if captured in
circumstances allowing capture of a wild peregrine.

34
Falconry Tab

122 of 137



2068
2069
2070
2071
2072
2073
2074
2075
2076
2077
2078
2079
2080
2081
2082
2083
2084
2085
2086
2087
2088
2089
2090
2091
2092
2093
2094
2095
2096
2097
2098
2099
2100
2101
2102
2103
2104
2105
2106
2107
2108
2109
2110
2111
2112

b. If a captured raptor has a band, research marking, or transmitter attached, a
permittee must promptly report the band number and all relevant information to
the Federal Bird Banding Laboratory at 1-800-327-2263.

i. A permittee may contact the researcher to determine if he or she wishes to
replace a transmitter or battery on a captured bird. If so, a permittee is
authorized to possess such a raptor for up to 30 days until the researcher,
his or her designee(s), or authorized permittee completes the replacement.
Disposition of such a raptor will be at the discretion of the researcher and
the department.

ii. Such a bird held temporarily will-not count against a permittee’s
possession or annual wild take limits for falconry raptors.

26. A permittee is responsible for costs of care and rehabilitation of a raptor injured by his or
her trapping efforts.

a. A permittee may place a raptor injured by trapping efforts on.his.or her falconry
permit, and must report take to the department within 10 days‘using federal form 3-
186A. After reporting, a permittee may have a bird treated by a veterinarian or
permitted wildlife rehabilitator. Such a bird counts against a permitteg’s possession
and annual wild take limits.

b. A permittee may.qgive a raptor injured by trapping efforts directly to a.veterinarian,
permitted-wildlife rehabilitator, or appropriate wildlife.agency employee. Such a bird
does not count against possession or annual wild take limits:

27. A permittee may acquire a raptor of any-age of a species he or she is allowed to possess
directly from a rehabilitator, provided the raptor is capable of being flown at wild quarry.
Transfer to a falconry permittee is at the discretion of the rehabilitator.

a. A permittee must report an acquisition from a rehabilitator within 10 days of the
transaction using federal form 3-186A.

b. A raptoracquired from a rehabilitator counts against possession and annual wild

take limits:
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Import/Export

2817. A permittee , an-Alaska
falconry-permita-persen shall notifyebtain-prier-written-approval-from the ADF&G
Permits Section at least 10 days before exporting a raptor from or at least 30 days before
importing a raptor into Alaska except notification must be given at least 10 days before
the return of a raptor of Alaska origin from temporary export. —A person may not
temporarily or permanently export a raptor taken from the wild in Alaska unless that
person has legally possessed that raptor in Alaska for at least one year and, in the case of
permanent export, retains possession of the raptor at his or her new place of residence,
except a raptor held less than one full year may be exported temporarily or permanently if
the falconer holding it has maintained Alaska residency continuously for at least two
years immediately prior to the date of export.- If the department determines it to-be
necessary to conserve or protect raptors in the state, or if the person desiring to import or
export a raptor has not fully complied with the conditions or requirements of the falconry

| standards in this section-of-this-manual, the department may disapprove the import or

export of a raptor.

| 2918. A person holdingwith an Alaska falconry permit who legally possesses a raptor may
temporarily export the raptor from Alaska for a period of not longer than 12 months. A
permittee shall notify the regional falconry representative of the temporary export of a

| raptor at least 10frve days before leaving Alaska, shall provide the date of departure and

anticipated date of return, and shall notify the department’s regional falconry

representative within 10f#ve days after returning the raptor to Alaska.

30. An Alaska falconry permit authorizes a permittee who legally possesses a raptor for
falconry to export and then import such a raptor to and from another country to use in
falconry without an additional migratory bird import/export permit issued under 50 CFR
§21.21, providing the permittee:
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a. meets any requirements in 50 CFR §14 subpart B;:

b. holds necessary additional permits to take a bird from the U.S. or return home with it
(see 50 CFR §15 (Wild Bird Conservation Act), 50 CFR 817 (endangered and
threatened species, and 50 CFR 8§23 (endangered species convention));

c. brings any raptor taken out of the country for falconry back to the U.S. when he or
she returns, unless he or she holds the necessary permit(s) to permanently export a

raptor;

d. covers each raptor with a Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES) certificate of ownership issued under 50 CFR 823, holds full documentation

of lawful origin of each raptor (e.g.; a copy of a propagation report or federal form 3-
186A), and identifies each raptor with a seamless numbered band, a permanent non-
reusable, numbered USFWS leq band, or implanted microchip; and

e. reports death or loss of.a raptor immediately upon return to the U:S. and in the
manner required by the department and‘in accordance with conditions of the CITES
certificate. The permittee need not bring back the body of a.dead raptor.

A person possessing a valid falconry permit issued by Alaska, another U.S. state, U.S.
territory, or tribe may possess and transport for falconry purposes a lawfully possessed
raptor through Alaska, other states, and U.S. or tribal territories. Any state, territory, or
tribe may further requlate such transport. A person with a permit for falconry in another
state erprovinee-may temporarily import a raptor into Alaska and use it for falconry for
up to 630 days after the date of import under that falconry permit.and an Alaska
temporary falconry permit. If a person who temporarily imports a raptor intends to keep
the raptor in Alaska longer than 630 days after the date of import, the person must, within
the-30 ~-days of the date of import-peried, apply for an Alaska falconry permit, deliver to
the department any falconry permit issued for the raptor by another state-er-provinee, and
certify in writing that the person intends to become a resident of Alaska.

Transfer of Raptors

3220. A person may not sell, barter for, or exchange fer-anything of value for a wild-taken

raptor held under a falconry permit. A permittee may sell, purchase, barter for, or
exchange anything of value for, or offer to sell, purchase, barter for, or exchange
anything of value for.a captive-bred raptor marked with a seamless band to another
permittee authorized to possess it. A permittee shall notify the regional falconry
representative not less than 10five days before permanently transferring a raptor to
another permittee. There iS no restriction on the number of wild-taken or captive-bred
raptors transferred to a permittee, except a permittee may not exceed possession or annual

wild take limits. A person who acquires or disposes of a raptor shall submit eopies-of
federal form 3-186A (Migratory Bird Acquisition/Disposition Report) to beth-the
ADF&G Permits Section and-the- U.S—Fish-and- W idhfe-Service-within 10five days after
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33.

the acquisition or disposal. A person may not permanently transfer possession of a raptor
originally taken from the wild in Alaska to a person located outside of Alaska.

Under some circumstances, a permittee may transfer a raptor to another permit type if the

recipient permittee holds the necessary permit for the other activities and is authorized to
possess the bird. A transfer must be reported within 10 days to the department using
federal form 3-186A.

a. A permittee may transfer a wild-taken falconry bird to a raptor propagation permit
after the bird has been used in falconry for at least two years, or at least one year for a
sharp-shinned hawk, Cooper’s hawk, merlin, or American kestrel. When transferring
such a bird, a permittee must provide a copy of the federal form 3-186A documenting
acquisition of the bird by the propagator to the.federal migratory bird permit office
administering the propagation permit.

b. A permittee may.transfer a wild-taken raptor to another permit type in less than two
years, or less than one year for a sharp-shinned hawk, Cooper’s hawk, merlin, or
American kestrel, if the bird has been injured and a veterinarian or permitted wildlife
rehabilitator has determined the bird.can no longer be flown in falconry.

i. When transferring such a bird, the permittee must provide a copy.of the federal
form 3-186A documenting acquisition of the bird to‘the federal migratory bird
permit office administering the propagation permit.

il. When transferring such a bird, the permittee. must provide a copy.of the
certification from the veterinarian or permitted wildlife rehabilitator who
determined the bird can no longer be flown in.falconry to.the federal migratory
bird permit office administering the propagation permit.

c. A permittee may transfer a captive-bred falconry raptor to a holder of another permit
type if the recipient permittee is authorized to possess the bird.

342%. A person may care for a permittee’s raptor if, during the time of care, the person holds a

35.

written authorization signed by the permittee. The raptor must remain on the permittee’s
falconry permit and remain-in.the permittee’s facilities. Care may be extended
indefinitely in extenuated circumstances such as'illness, family emergency, and military
service. The person providing care may not fly permitted raptors for any reason. If the
period of care will exceed 4530 days, the permittee shall notify the regional falconry
representative in writing within 10three days after transferring the raptor. The permittee
shall inform the regional falconry representative of the location where the raptor will be
held, the reason for the transfer, the name of the person who is caring for the raptor, and
how many days the raptor will be in the transferee’s care.

A surviving spouse, executor, administrator, or other legal representative of a deceased

falconry permittee may transfer any bird held by the permittee to another authorized
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permittee within 90 days of the death of the falconry permittee. After 90 days,
disposition of any bird held under the permit is at the discretion of the department.

Release, Loss or Death of Raptors

3622.

3723.

38.

Only a raptor originally taken from the wild in Alaska may be intentionally released to
the wild_in Alaska. At least five days bBefore intentionally releasing a raptor to the wild,
a permittee must notifynetify the regional falconry representative and must remove the
USFWS erADF&G-marker band from the raptor immediately prior to release. A
permittee may release a bird back to the wild only at an appropriate time of year and in an
appropriate location. A permittee must submit eepies-of-federal form 3-186A (Migratory
Bird Acquisition/Disposition Report) to beth-the ADF&G Permits Section and-the
USFWS-upon any loss, escape, release, or death of the permittee’s raptor within 10five
days after that event. A permittee must deliver the marker band from a dead or released
raptor to the regional falconry representative within 15 days after the death or release of
the raptor to the wild, except a dead raptor preserved by taxidermy shall permanently
retain its marker band.

A permittee may retrap a marked raptor thatis lost to the wild through accident at any
stime and within five days after its loss; without notifying the regional falconry
representative. If the permittee intends to retrap the raptor more than five days after its
loss, the permittee must notify the regional falconry representative that the raptor has
been lost and that the permittee intends to recapture it. If a permittee recaptures athe
raptor; previously reported to the department as lost, the permittee must notify the
department within 105 days after the recapture._Recapturing a marked raptor is not
considered take of a bird from the wild.

If a permittee acquires a raptor; transfers, rebands, or implants a microchip in a raptor; if

39.

a permittee’s raptor is stolen; if a raptor lost to the wild'is not recovered within 30 days;
or if a raptor possessed for falconry.di€s; the permittee must report to the department
within 10 days using federal form'3-186A. Theft of a raptor must be reported to the
department and the USFWS regional law enforcement office within 10 days of the
occurrence. A permittee must retain copies of all electronic database submissions
documenting take, transfer, loss, rebanding, or implanting a microchip in a falconry
raptor until five years after-transferring or_losing the raptor, or it has died.

For a falconry raptor that dies, a permittee may donate the body or feathers of any species

to a person ordnstitution authorized by permit to acquire and possess such parts or
feathers or to a person or institution exempt under 50 CFR §821.12, except a falconry
golden eagle, the body, feathers, talons, and other parts of which must be sent to the
National Eagle Repository.

a. A permittee may keep the body of a raptor banded or implanted with a microchip

prior to death, except that of a golden eagle. A body may be kept so feathers are
available for imping. A body may be mounted by a taxidermist for use in presenting
conservation education programs. A marker band must remain in place on the body of
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a mounted bird that was banded; a microchip must remain in place in a bird with an
implanted microchip.

b. A permittee not wishing to donate a bird body or keep it himself or herself must

burn, bury, or otherwise destroy it within 10 days of death or after final veterinary
examination to determine cause of death. Because a carcass of a euthanized raptor
could pose a risk of secondary poisoning to eagles and other scavengers, a permittee
must take appropriate precautions to avoid such poisonings.

c. A permittee may possess flight feathers of a falconry raptor that dies for as long as

he or she holds a valid, current falconry permit. A permittee may not buy, sell, or
barter such feathers and must keep paperwork documenting the acquisition of the bird
from which they came.

Imping

4024. A permittee may retain or exchange feathers that are molted or feathers from raptors that

die in captivity eshy-for imping purposes- under the following conditions:

a. apermittee may possess flight feathers for each species of raptor he or she possesses
or previously held for.as long as he or she holds a valid, current falconry permit;

b. a permittee may receive feathers for imping from another permitted falconer, wildlife
rehabilitator, or raptor propagator in the United States, and may give feathers to such
individuals;

C. a permittee may not buy, sell, or barter imping feathers;

d. a permittee may donate feathers from a falconry bird, except golden eagle feathers, to
any person or institution holdinga valid, current permit to have them, or to anyone
exempt from the permit requirement under 50 CFR §21.12;

e. except for primary or secondary flight feathers or rectrices from a golden eagle, a
permittee is not required to gather feathers molted or otherwise lost by a falconry
bird. A permittee may leave such feathers where they fall, store them for imping, or

destroy them;

f. a permittee-must collect molted primary and secondary flight feathers and rectrices
from a golden eagle possessed for falconry;

g. molted primary and secondary flight feathers and rectrices from a golden eagle not
kept for imping must be sent to the National Eagle Repository at this address: U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, National Eagle Repository, Rocky Mountain Arsenal,
Building 128, Commerce City, CO 80022. The telephone number at the Repository is
303-287-2110;
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h. a permittee is asked but not required to send all other feathers, including body feathers,
collected from a falconry golden eagle and not needed for imping, to the National
Eagle Repository; and

i if his or her falconry permit expires, is relinquished, or revoked, a permittee must
properly dispose of feathers of any species of falconry raptor except golden eagle,
either by donating them to any person or institution authorized by permit to acquire
and possess the feathers, or are exempt from the permit requirement under 50 CFR
§21.12, or by burning, burying, or otherwise destroying them.

Captive PropagationBreeding

| 4125. Unless a person holds a propagation permit issued by the department, the person may not

breed raptors in captivity for falconry. Propagation permits are issued under the following
conditions:
a. The department may issue a propagation permit only to a person who:

1) holds a federal raptor propagation permit;;

2) holds a valid, current Alaska master class falconry permit;; and

3) passes an inspection of facilities with the following guidelines:
i}—. adequate chamber size;;
Ii}—. double-door access to prevent escape;;
Iii)}—._any window protected on the inside with vertical bars;;
iv}—. adequate padded perches:;
v}—. adequate roof covering of chain-link or welded wire material-;
vi}—._adequate floor covering (fstraw and/or sawdust are not suitable)};; and

vii}-. adequate protection from the elements.

b. A propagation permittee may acquirehave no more than-fourindividualraptors-that
ofiginated-from-the-wHd:ne-more-than two wild-origin birds may-be-acguired-within

a calendar year. A propagation permittee may have no more than 12 birds for
breeding that include first-generation captive progeny and wild-origin birds. A
propagation permittee will have no limit on the number of second or later generation
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captive-bred progeny held in captive propagation. A raptor held under a propagation
permit does not count as one of the three-raptors that may be held under a falconry
permit.

c. A raptor possessed for falconry may be used in captive propagation only in Alaska
and if the falconry permittee or permitted raptor propagator holds the necessary
permits. A falconry raptor need not be transferred to a propagation permit if used in
captive propagation fewer than eight months in a year, but must be transferred if
permanently used in captive propagation.

a person who holds an Alaska propagation permit—The propagatlon permlttee may
sell, barter, or exchange for anything of value firstsecend or later generation captive-
bred progeny to any person holding a falconry license or raptor propagation permit

within Alaska or outside of Alaska. Fhe-propagationpermittee-mustdispese-of
captive-bred-progeny-within-one-year-afterhatching—Captive-bred-progeny not sold

or transferred as described in this subsection may be transferred or otherwise disposed
of only with the written approval of the department.

A raptor that originated from the wild in Alaska and is-held under a propagation permit
may not be exported from the state unless the propagation permittee is moving from
the state and has legally possessed that raptor in Alaska for at.least one year and
retains possession of the raptor at his or her new place.of residence, except a raptor
held less than one full year may be exported permanently if the propagation permittee
holding it has maintained Alaskaresidency continuously for at least two years
immediately prior to the date.of export. -A propagation permittee shall notify the
ADF&G Permits Section at'least 10 days before exporting a raptor from Alaska. If
the department determines it necessary:to conserve or-protect raptors in the state, or if
the propagation permittee desiring to export a raptor has not fully complied with the
conditions or requirements.of the falconry standards in this manual, the department
may disapprove the import or export of a raptor.

e

Conservation Education

42.

A permittee may use a falconry raptor in a conservation program presented in a public

venue, under the following conditions:

a. the raptor must be used primarily for falconry;
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b. a permittee must present information about falconry and the biology, ecological roles,

and conservation needs of raptors and other migratory birds, although not all topics
must be addressed in every presentation:

C. apermittee may not present a program that does not address falconry and
conservation education;

d. an apprentice class permittee may present a conservation program only under the
supervision of a general or master falconer when doing so;

e. apermittee may charge a fee for presentation of a conservation education program,
but the fee may not exceed the amount to recoup costs; and

f. apermittee is responsible for all liability.associated with conservation education
activities undertaken.

43. A permittee may allow.photography, filming, video recording, or other such uses of a
falconry raptor to make a movie oranother source of information on the practice of falconry.or
on the biology, ecological roles, and conservation needs of raptors and other migratory birds,
under the following conditions:

a. a permittee may not be paid for such activities;

b.a falconry raptor may not be used to make a movie or commercial, or.in another
commercial venture not related to falconry or conservation education; and

c. afalconry raptormay not be used for entertainment, advertisement, promotion or
endorsement of any product, merchandise, good, service, meeting, exhibition, or fair,
or as a representation of any business, company, corporation, or organization.

Rehabilitation

44. A general or master class falconry permittee may assist.a permitted migratory bird
rehabilitator to condition a raptor in preparation for release to the wild and may keep a bird he or
she is helping to rehabilitate in-his-orher facilities, under the following conditions:

a. arehabilitator must provide a falconer with a letter or form identifying the bird
and explaining the falconer is assisting in the bird’s rehabilitation;

b. afalconry permittee need not meet rehabilitation facility standards, only the
facility standards for falconry permits; a falconry permittee’s facilities are not
subject to inspection for compliance with rehabilitation facility standards;

c. a raptor possessed for rehabilitation purposes need not be added to a falconer’s
permit; the bird remains under the rehabilitator’s permit;
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d. through coordination with a rehabilitator, a falconer must release a raptor to the
wild or return it to the rehabilitator for release within the 180-day time frame in
which a rehabilitator is authorized to possess the bird, unless the issuing office
authorizes retention and conditioning for longer than 180 days, or unless the
rehabilitator permanently transfers a bird to a falconer under his or her falconry

permit; and

e. araptor that cannot be released to the wild must be returned to a rehabilitator for
placement within the 180-day time frame in which the rehabilitator is authorized
to possess the bird, unless the issuing office authorizes retention for longer than

180 days.

Abatement

45. A master class falconry permittee may conduct abatement activities with a raptorpossessed

for falconry only if he or she holds a federal Special Purpose Abatement permit. A general class
falconry permittee may conduct abatement activities only as a subpermittee of a Special Purpose
Abatement permit holder. Only a Special Purpose Abatement permittee may receive payment for
abatement services.
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STATE OF ALASKA

ALASKA FALCONRY PERMIT APPLICATION
1. NAME

Last First ML

2. MAILING ADDRESS

Street or P.O. Box

City State Zip

3. TELEPHONE NUMBERS 4. EMAIL ADDRESS
Home Business or Message

5. ALASKA RESIDENT 6. DATE OF BIRTH

|:| Yes |:| No Since

7. LOCATION OF FACILITIES 8. DRIVER’S LICENSE OR L.D. NUMBER

Street City State Number

9. RAPTORS IN POSSESSION

Species Sex Age Band Number Date Acquired Source (wild or captive-bred)
10A. PERMIT CLASS | er®
[_] Apprentice 10B. APPRENTICE’S SPONSOR

|:| Last Name First Telephone

Gene

ral® Address Class

L]

Mast

11. FALCONRY EXAMINATION/APPROVAL

[] Examination Passed Approved By ——— Date

12. MEWS INSPECTION/APPROVAL

[] Mews Inspected Approved By Date

13. CERTIFICATION

I have read and understand the Alaska Falconry Standards. —FEurthermoreherebyeertify- thatallinformation-made

o = s s e rloces ief] certify that I
have read and am familiar with the regulations in title 50, part 13, of the Code of Federal Regulations and the other

applicable parts in subchapter B of chapter 1 of title 50, and that the information I have submitted is complete and
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. I understand that any false statement herein may subject me to the
criminal penalties of 18 U.S.C. 1001.
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Applicant’s Signature Date
*An applicant requesting a general or master class permit must submit a photocopy of the most recently held

permit/license issued from any state-erprevince AND-annualfaleonryreporis.

Please mail application and-fees-to:
ADF&G Wildlife Conservation, Permits Section, P.O. Box 115526, Juneau, AK 99811-5526

| (Rev.41/1196)
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CONTACT INFORMATION

General requests for information about falconry, appointments to take the falconry examination, or have
your—facilities inspected, applications for a falconry permit, requests for state markers (bands), and
notification of take or intent to take a raptor from the wild are handled by the regional falconry
representative at a regional office of the Alaska Department of Fish & Game, Division of Wildlife
Conservation.

ADF&G/Wildlife Conservation
P.O. Box 115526

Juneau, AK 99811-5526

Phone (907) 465-4190

ADF&G/Wildlife Conservation
P.O. Box 240020

Douglas, AK 99824-0020
Phone (907) 465-4265

ADF&G/Wildlife Conservation
1300 College Road

ADF&G/Wildlife Conservation
333 Raspberry Road

Anchorage, AK 99518-1599
Phone (907) 267-2257

ADF&G/Wildlife Conservation

1800 Glenn Highway; Suite'4

Palmer, AK 99645-6736

Phone (907) 745-6300ADF&GAN Hdlife

Fairbanks, AK 99701-1599
Phone (907) 459-7213

ADF&G/Wildlife Conservation

P.O. Box 1148

Nome, AK 99762-1148

Phone (907) 443-2271ABF&G AN Hdlife

S e Do e T
Phopoba e Dby S R
Aildlif Aildlif
Bouglas-Ad-99824-6020 B L
e 8 A e

Processing of falconry and state raptor propagation permits, submission of arnual-reports—and-3-186A
forms, and requests to import or temporarily or permanently export a raptor are handled by the ADF&G
Permit Section.

ADF&G/Wildlife Permit Section
P.O. Box 115526

Juneau, AK 99811-5526

Phone: (907) 465-4148

Email: dfg.dwc.permits@alaska.gov

For information about health certification,-afd disease testing, vaccination, and other
requirements for the importation of raptors, contact the state veterinarian.

Office of the State Veterinarian

Department of Environmental Conservation
500 S. Alaska, Suite A

Palmer, AK 99501

Phone (907) 375-8215
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The Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) administers all programs and activities free from discrimination based
on race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, marital status, pregnancy, parenthood, or disability. The department
administers all programs and activities in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title 1l of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975,
and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972.
If you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility please write:

e ADF&G ADA Coordinator, P.O. Box 115526, Juneau, AK 99811-5526

e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4401 N. Fairfax Drive, MS 2042, Arlington, VA 22203

e Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of the Interior, 1849 C Street NW MS 5230, Washington DC

20240.

The department’s ADA Coordinator can be reached via phone at the following numbers:

e (VOICE) 907-465-6077

o (Statewide Telecommunication Device for the Deaf) 1-800-478-3648

e (Juneau TDD) 907-465-3646

e (FAX)907-465-6078
For information on alternative formats and questions on this publication, please contact the following: Publications
Specialist, ADF&G/Division of Wildlife Conservation, P.O. Box 115526, Juneau, AK 99811-5526, or call 907-465-4176.
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